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Queen’s Herald

Crown Princess Baronne Prevost Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society

Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for 

Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden

  
UPCOMING EVENTS 

November Meeting 
Thursday, Nov 20, 

6pm 
Gloria Dei Church 

Annual Rose Auction 

NO ZOOM IN NOVEMBER 

No December meeting

Seattle Sunrise

NOVEMBER MEETING - ANNUAL ROSE AUCTION
     On Thursday, November 20, we will be having our annual Rose Auction. This is 
our major fund raising event of the year. Our meeting will start at 6:00 PM. There 
will be coffee and tea.  If you can, bring some light snacks or desserts to share.  The 
auction starts at 6:30 PM with our rose angel Bruce Lind as auctioneer. Raft Island 
Roses is donating a bunch of roses and many of our members are digging out roses 
from their gardens to make room for next year’s new roses. We expect to have all 
types of roses.
     Take the time to look in your garden right now. There are probably some roses that 
you’d like to put up for adoption. You might want to donate roses because you need 
room to put in new roses you saw at the Fair or in the newsletter or roses you heard 
about recently. Donated roses should be healthy – think about roses you would like 
to buy.  When you dig them up, put them in a pot or immediately wrap the roots with 
moistened newspaper or paper towels and place the roots, paper and all, in a plastic 
bag. Double bag! We don’t want to make a mess at Gloria Dei Church. The roses will 
be okay for a couple of days as long as they are protected from drying out or freezing. 
     Please let Barbara Lind know what roses you will be donating for the sale 
(tacomarosesociety@gmail.com or 253-565-0246) so she can add them to the Auction 
List and find a photo to show off how great the rose will look in it’s new home.
We plan to have the “fixed price” roses outside in the back parking lot of the church 
with halogen lights and flashlights handy. Bring an umbrella if it looks like rain.  The 
“auction” roses will be in a separate area (hands off!) inside. There will also be Silent 
Auction roses.
     Come early so you can scope out the fixed priced roses. After the auction we’ll have 
helpers to get your new roses to your vehicle. The back parking lot and the meeting 
room are on the same level - no steps to negotiate with the roses you are adding to 
your garden.

Did We Skip Fall and Go Right into Winter?
Debbie Jackson, TRS President

     I am asking this question as it seems to me that our Fall weather, where we used 
to get those cool sunny days zoomed right into cold, dark, windy, rainy days and the 
little garden clean ups we did before are now …hurry up and get them done before 
the next downpour or the next windstorm!!! I hope we will still be able to enjoy some 
of those beautiful fall-colored days, and we can enjoy the leaves along the 
sidewalks and in our yards…before we use them as mulch and a protective layer in 
our gardens.

President,  Debbie Jackson

Some Auction Roses 

‘Beautiful Day’ 
Hybrid tea, apricot blend

mailto:tacomarosesociety@gmail.com
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     I did want to share with all of you that the PNW Fall Convention in Vancouver, 
WA was well attended by members of the Tacoma Rose Society. It was my 1st Fall 
Conference, and I highly recommend that if you haven’t attended.  You should 
consider it for next year. Some of us went on Friday night as an arrangement 
course and a judging course was offered, however, some people drove down on 
Saturday am (the convention started at 8:45am) and it was over by 5:00pm.  I 
learned new techniques and ideas for arranging and am excited to try them out in 
upcoming shows! We had 2 speakers who provided us with new knowledge and 
ideas for us to consider in the management of our soil and gardens. There was a 
representative from Heirloom Roses who updated us on their business, how they 
propagate and keep their stock of roses going. We also were able to see some 
beautiful pictures of their newest additions! Again, if you haven’t gone before, 
PLEASE consider putting this on your “Rose Events, To Do List!” 
     I am sure there are lots of “Honey Do Lists” and “Winter Do Lists” being 
scribbled out and I wanted to ask everyone to consider a few of these:
      Pay your 2025 dues if you have forgotten to do so…OR…pay your 2026 
dues now and get this off your To Do List!  Remember it is only $20! The Queen’s 
Herald will only be sent out to the members who have paid their dues. $$$ will be 
accepted at the Auction on November 20th!
      Consider donating any roses you have propagated or roses that you have 
decided you can live without (so you can make room for new ones!) to the 
Annual TRS Rose Auction…our main fundraiser. Funds raised during this Auction 
will help us to secure the beautiful University of Puget Sound Rotunda building for 
our June Rose Show. You are asked to email Barbara Lind with the name of the 
roses you are donating so that she can have a picture of the rose in bloom 
when the Auction Angel displays the rose.
      The date of the Auction is November 20th! More information will be on the 
website, Facebook, Instagram and in this QH!
      Consider volunteering to assist during the set-up or tear down or during the 
Auction…..the more hands we have the faster and easier the Auction will go for 
everyone. Just let one of the Board members know you want to help!
      Consider COMING to the Annual TRS Rose Auction and bidding on a rose 
(or more) that you want/need in your rose garden! Spread the word…tell your 
friends and family and co-workers!
      Another event that happens after our December break is our Annual Banquet 
and the Installation of the 2026 Officers. The date is January 17th-a Saturday 
and the place is Gloria Dei Lutheran…. where we meet. There will be more 
information in the January QH! PLEASE consider helping with set-up and clean-up 
for this event and PLEASE come to the Banquet. There is always an amazing 
program/presentation, and it starts us off just right for the next season/year of rose 
activities. 
     Our last “Just for Fun” activity for 2025 will be asking everyone to wear 
some type of “Holiday” head piece or attire for our Annual Auction…we don’t meet 
in December, so we won’t be able to see your Santa Hats or Elf Ears or even your 
Ugly Christmas Sweaters….let’s fill the Auction with Roses and the Holiday Spirit…
our Auction Angel will enjoy looking out at the group and seeing our cheerful 
BIDDING faces and attire!
See you at the meeting!
Debbie

Ask the Consulting Rosarian
John Moe, ARS Master Rosarian

 
Q – I really want to add more roses to my garden and 
know that I will relent and come home with a few from the 
auction, but I’m not sure if I want to put them in the ground 
now or in a new bed that I want to build in the spring.  
What should I do with them until I decide?
A – Great question!  But first a bit of advice – anytime you 

‘Betty Prior’
Floribunda, med pink 

‘Daddy Frank’
Miniature, dark red

Award of Excellence
ARS Members’ Choice

‘Burst of Joy
Floribunda, orange blend

‘Christopher Columbus’
Hybrid tea, orange blend
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bring in new roses to your garden, give them several days of isolation to see that 
they have no diseases, which I hope you do!  If they are in containers, you can dig 
some holes in one of your beds or in your garden and set them (container and all) 
down in those holes.  If they are wrapped in wet newspaper and in a plastic bag, 
prune them down some, bare root them and put them in a 5-gallon bucket with 
water and isolate like I mentioned before heeling them in using the same holes.  
Get that bud union down to about ground level, and mulch like you would do with 
the rest of your roses.  Then after you have the winter to decide where to plant 
them, you can move them in the spring after you have built your new beds.   
 
Q – I’m sorry that I had to miss your program on getting your roses ready for winter, 
but as a very new rose grower I sure could use some help in seeing that I don’t lose 
any of my roses this winter. I sure would appreciate it if you go over the highlights 
when you write your next column. Could you? 
A – I sure can – happy to do so! Basically there are two main parts to the 
winterization process.  One is to cut them back about a third or so and the other 
part is mulching.  Basically we want to shorten them some so that the strong winter 
winds do not break canes or rock them back and forth and break some of the 
tender feeding roots that are near the surface.  We are not deadheading, just 
whacking them down!  The other part is mulching.  Remember that for our zone the 
temperatures can drop to 10 degrees – our lowest last winter was 17 degrees!  All 
indications from the weather folks tell us that we are going to be warmer than 
normal, but most of us do not want to gamble and do some protection!  Winter 
mulching differs from mulching during the growing season.  We mulch in the 
summer to suppress weeds and retain moisture, whereas winter mulching is to 
protect our plants from the harsh conditions of winter freezes, thaws and winds.  
Most rosarians in this area have learned their lesson and do mulch.  Use a good 
mulch, like Super Doo, Cedar Grove compost, TAGRO, etc., and mound up around 
the bush so you cover the crown with at least 8 inches.  Over the winter this will 
decompose and slowly add nutrients to the soil.
 
Q – The gloves I use for pruning have a nice heavy upper part that protects my 
forearms from getting all scratched from those vicious thorns.  Mine are worn out as 
I can see my fingertips!  I would like to get some new ones before I start on my fall 
pruning tasks but have been having some difficulty in finding a replacement pair – 
any suggestions?
A – Gloves that protect the arms are great when working with some of those roses 
that are known for a goodly number of those big nasty thorns.  A lot of my shrubs 
are like this, and I always have a few bloody spots when working with them.  
Gauntlet gloves are great when doing your fall pruning on those inner canes.  But 
they are available – do a Goggle search for leather gauntlet gloves, you can find 
sources.  Amazon has several choices starting at about $18.  Now, in the meantime 
until you get some and want to start your pruning,  you can always rig up a 
temporary fix using the lower leg part of a pair of blue jeans.  Merely cut them off at 
the knees, slip them over your gloves to cover your forearms and secure with a 
rubber band at the wrist.  If you can find a pair that have been tapered a tad, like 
your daughter or granddaughter wears (you know the ones that are full of rips and 
tears you would cut up for shop rags in a heartbeat), they would be better, but good 
luck in getting her to make shorts out of them! 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE ROSE AUCTION
     Please register at the door and get a number for the auction. Michelle Regan 
and Keith Ripley have volunteered to handle the registration and recording of roses 
purchased at the auction.  Pick up a list of the roses available and a copy of Auction 
Rules which has an area for recording roses you purchased. On the rose list you 
will find the name of the rose, what type it is (climber, etc,) the color, 
comments, who donated it and if it has fragrance. There will be three types of 
roses/plants available: fixed price roses/plants, silent auction roses and 
auction roses. 

‘Emma G’
Shrub, yellow blend

‘Foolish Pleasure’
Miniflora, pink blend

‘Grande Amore’
Hybrid tea, dark red

‘Hot Cocoa’
Floribunda, russet

AARS, Members Choice
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     The fixed-price roses and plants will be outside and grouped alphabetically.  They 
have been generously donated by Raft Island Roses and others.. To purchase them, 
please add the name of the rose and your auction number to a SOLD sign, tape it to 
the rose/plant and put it in the “Sold” area, which is divided by groups of auction 
numbers. (Ask for help moving the plants if you need it). It’s a good idea to start a list 
of fixed priced roses you are buying.  There is a spot on the back page of the 
“Auction Rules” handout 
     The auction roses will be inside. Steve Mitchell and Ron Brian have volunteered 
to help Bruce, the auctioneer.  When the auction starts, get your number ready and 
start bidding! As each rose comes up, we’ll show a photo so you can see how 
beautiful it is.  Remember, there will be some roses that aren’t on your list since they 
just came in the door.  As soon as you see a rose you must have, start bidding and 
continue until it is yours! Sold roses will be taken outside to the “Sold” area which is 
divided by groups of auction numbers. 
     When the auction is over, it’s a good time to check out the “fixed price” roses 
again. You may have missed a rose that you need to have. Any remaining roses will 
go to the Garden Sale at Pt. Defiance in March or to another sale.   
     When you are ready to pay, we will have a list of the roses you purchased during 
the auction. You will need to tell us which roses you have purchased from the fixed 
price group. After you have paid, all your roses should be in the SOLD area with 
your auction number on them.  We will help you load all your purchases in your car.  
Please note: payment is by cash or check or Venmo.
     We look forward to seeing you at the auction. What a great way to get some 
wonderful roses and meet new and old friends.

 HEAR YE, HEAR YE: 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE

January, 2026 TACOMA HOME & GARDEN SHOW
     The upcoming Tacoma Home and Garden Show is being held at the Tacoma 
Dome from January 29 – February 21 2026.  Our booth space #1014 is located in 
the Exhibition Hall, which is rectangular in shape, and on the North side of the 
Dome.  Since our booth space has always been complimentary and after an 8 year 
absence from its usage last year, management reopened the Exhibition Hall in 
January.  We understand that our booth space location may change to another 
space in the Exhibition Hall as the sales of space expands or contracts.
     This article is a call to let you know that we are in need of 2 more TRS members 
to help move in and setup our information booth on Wednesday Jan. 28, 2026 from 

‘Iceberg’
Floribunda, white

‘Lady Reading’
Polyantha, medium red

PAGE 4

‘Innocence’
Miniature, white

‘Irresistible’
Miniature, white

Auction Sign-in list
Fixed price roses 
form to fill out 
and attach to rose

Sign for Sold 
Roses area divided 
by auction #

Sign for sold 
auction roses - 

filled out by Ava 
and attached to 

rose bush There will be a few 
TRS hats for sale at 
the meeting.
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11:30 AM to about 1:00 PM.  Then, we need 2 more TRS 
members to help dismantle and move out our booth materials on 
Sunday Feb.01, 2026 from 5 to 6 PM. 
     Next up is the need for 24 TRS members to volunteer to be in 
our booth to converse about rose culture and answer attendee’s 
questions.  Most shifts run about 2.5 hours from 11:00 AM to 
7:00 PM—Thursday through Sunday with 2 members needed for 
each shift.  Keith Ripley will be on the phone calling TRS 
members this week to secure these positions.  Please answer 
the call in the affirmative as it is a real joy to be adding to our 
community by educating other rose lovers.

 NOMINATIONS FOR THE 
2025 TRS OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

The TRS nominating committee has respectfully submitted the following candidates to 
serve as Officers and members of the Board of Directors of the Tacoma Rose Society 
for 2025: 

OFFICERS: 
President:  Justin Williams-Ruth
1st Vice President: Malcolm Davis
2nd Vice President:  Teresa Berg
Secretary: Michelle Regan
Treasurer: Barbara Lind
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Lori Bier
Elena Williams
Ron Bryan
Sally Eastman
Stephanie Krilich
Past President: Debbie Jackson 

	 SPECIAL ADVISORY BOARD 
(Permanent positions) 
Gracie Baker  
Keith Ripley  
Jo Martin  
John Moe
Ava Brock
Bruce Lind
ROSE SHOW CO-CHAIRS
Malcolm Davis
Bruce Lind
Ava Brock

2025 PNW DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE, OCTOBER  24-25

      The PNWD Fall Conference is a great event for anyone interested in roses! You  
can meet old friends and make new ones, hear fascinating talks on a variety of              
topics that impact and enrich our life with roses, and recognize ARS members from 
across the District for the work they have done in aid of all of us. Judges and 
RoseArrangers have early sessions on Friday evening.  If you have never 
attended, plan to start your fun with the 2026 Fall Conference.  This year there 
were about 70 people who attended.

  

‘Moonlight in Paris’
Shrub, apricot blend

‘Magic Show’
Miniature, red blend

‘Oh Happy Day’
Grandiflora, apricot blend

‘Peace’
Hybrid tea, yellow blend
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      Friday evening is dedicated to opportunities for Continuing Education for 
Horticulture and Rose Arrangement Judges.  Judy Fleck and Julie Goggin led a 
workshop on floral designs with roses and the latest information for Rose 
Arrangement Judges. In a parallel session Gretchen Humphrey and Bruce Lind led 
discussions on 2024 edition of Guidelines and Rules for Judging Roses with 2025 
updates.  Emphasis was placed on the new method for recruiting and training new 
apprentice judges. There was a discussion of roses with decorative form and how 
they can be incorporated into our rose shows.

    
       PNW District Director Michael Humphrey informed us about the state of affairs 

of the American Rose Society.  At the most recent on-line board meeting he learned 
that the current staff at the ARS consists of 1 full time staff person and 2 temporary 
people.  The society is in serious debt.  There will be no “American Rose” magazine 
until the printer has been paid.  There is a proposal to sell the American Rose 
Center to a trust account and use the proceeds to clear the debt and have a 
financial cushion to move forward.  If the proposal is accepted, there will be two 
separate entities by December 4.           

            
  Next there were excellent presentations by the following speakers: 

Kristin Ohlson  presented a great program titled “The Soil Will Save Us”
Robin Jennings talked about “Heirloom Roses – New Introductions”
Kim Erion told us all about “Pringle Mountain Overlook & Botanic 
Garden” 

Photo Contest Winners
Jolene Angelos announced the winners of the Photo Contest.
 

Best First Time Jr Division – Mena Barnes – ‘Sexy Rexy’
Best Jr Division – Katelyn Fredette – ‘Olympiad’
  Best of Show Amateur Division – 
     1st Place - Emmett Page – ‘Amber Sun’
      2nd Place - Merril Allen – ‘Sweet Melody’
      3rd Place – Merril Allen – ‘Blueberry Hill’
Best of Show Master Division
         1st Place - Harlow Young – ‘Dainty Bess’
         2nd Place – Rich Baer – ‘Lyda Rose’
         3rd Place – Harlow Young – “Dragonfly on ‘Pristine’ bud

Karen Madsen reported that Roses in Review reports are due on November 30, 
2025.

Prizes and Awards 
 
John Moe announced Master Rosarian status for Keith Ripley (Tacoma Rose 
Society) and Michael Zerwer (Rogue Valley Rose Society).  He then presented the 
Outstanding Consulting Rosarian Award to Michael Zerwer for her many 
contributions to continuing an ARS presence in southwest Oregon.
 
There will be an ARS web-based Consulting Rosarian School on February 14 and 21 
with exams to follow.
 
Bruce Lind presented the Outstanding Judge Award to Carl Finch of the Ft. 
Vancouver Rose Society.
 

‘Pristine’
Hybrid tea, white

‘Queen Elizabeth’
Grandiflora, med pink

‘Rose de Rescht
Portland, deep pink

‘Soroptimist International’
Miniature, pink blend



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

‘South Africa’
Grandiflora, deep yellow

Members’ Choice

‘Sweet Caroline’
Miniature, red blend

‘Westerland’
Shrub, apricot blend

‘Zephirine Drouhin’
Bourbon, med pink

Caroline Fredette presented the Lifetime Achievement Award to Barbara Lind 
of the Tacoma Rose Society.
 
Caroline Fredette presented the Silver Honor Medal to Harlow Young of the 
Tri-City Rose Society.

      In addition to the structured Presentations and the Awards Ceremony there is 
always a buzz of action around the tables holding Gift Baskets for Raffle and the 
Silent Auction of other donated items.  Own-root rose plants, donated this year 
by Rich Baer and Elena Williams, are sold in the Silent Auction. As you can well 
imagine, there is fierce, no-holds-barred bidding for these plants. There are some 
amazing opportunities to obtain rare or unusual plants. Speaking of that, the 
same opportunities to bid on roses will be featured at our November TRS 
meeting!

Outstanding 
Judge

Carl Finch

Lifetime Achievement 
Award

Barbara Lind

Outstanding 
Consulting Rosarian

Michael Zerwer

Silver Honor Medal
Harlow Young



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in July/August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org

Website Manager: Steve Mitchell 
253-459-4116

Editors
Barbara & Bruce Lind

tacomarosesociety@gmail.com

Social Media
Justin Williams-Ruth 

Lori Bier

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers
President
Debbie Jackson 253-222-6971
1st VP & Show Chair
Justin Williams-Ruth 360-689-4771
2nd VP & Program Chair
Malcolm Davis 253-861-7158
Secretary
Michelle Regan 253-691-4534
Treasurer
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246
Board Members
Lori Bier 360-443-2406
Teresa Berg 253-677-0582
Elena Williams 360-620-2642
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603
Gracie Baker 253-222-8665
John Moe 253-350-7241
Ava Brock 253-381-4862
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246
Past President
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821
Rose Show Co-Chairs
Ava Brock & Bruce Lind
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246
Artistic Consultant
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Photographer
Malcolm Davis 253-861-7158
Door Prizes 
Teresa Berg 253--677-0582
Sunshine 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857
Hospitality - Ron Bryan
Social Media
Justin Williams-Ruth 360-689-4771
Merchandizing & Marketing
Anna Marie Tallariti 206-491-2917

ARS  Consulting Rosarians
(* = Master Rosarian)

Gracie Baker*, 253-222-8665 OR
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock*, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Malcolm Davis, 253-861-7158, Central Tacoma
Sally Eastman, 206-931-7474, Poulsbo
Faith Gant*, 425-985-9871 North Bend
Ariel Jamieson, Poulsbo
Jerry Kaija, 360,669,0473, Centralia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
Frank McCracken, 253-318-6309, Tacoma
Steve Mitchell, 253-459-4116, University Place
John Moe*, 253-350-7241, Federal Way
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Gary Ritchie*, 360-456-3438, Olympia
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Justin Williams-Ruth, 360-689-4771, Auburn
TRS Consultant:
Sheldon Arkin, 253-472-0266, Tacoma

Pt. Defiance Advisory Committee
Steve Herbig

Jo Martin
Keith Ripley

Bruce & Barbara Lind
Teresa Berg

Elena Williams
Ava Brock

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY - YEAR 2026 DUES

$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society

Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA  98466

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address 
______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip 
______________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________Email address __________________________

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____  hard copy _____ 

http://www.tacomarosesociety.org
mailto:tacomarosesociety@gmail.com

