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MAY MEETING - THURSDAY, May 15, 7PM
“GETTING READY FOR THE ROSE SHOW”
BRUCE LIND

The May TRS Meeting will be “all about the rose show”. We will discuss and
answer questions on all types of entries; Horticulture, Arrangements, and
Photographs. How to fill out an Entry Tag and how to use the Show Schedule to get
your entries to the right location on the show tables will be covered. If you want to
practice and get some advice, bring any early roses to the meeting. Come and
Enjoy!

We will start our May meeting at 7PM with a Clinic on monthly chores with a Q&A
discussion led by Bruce Lind. Please bring your questions and ideas to share.

We look forward to seeing YOU at the meeting.
Zoom invitations for the May meeting
If you would like a Zoom Invitation, please let us know by responding to this email.
The success of the Zoom session is entirely dependent on the strength and steadiness
of the wi-fi signal at Gloria Dei. We will do the best with what we have..
Treats for the May Meeting
Debbie Jackson & Lori Bier signed up to bring treats to our April meeting. Please feel
free to bring something.
Door Prizes for the Meeting
Please think about something you could bring for the door prize table at the next
meeting.

MAY 2025 - Everything is POPPING!

May is here, and as we get that PNW sunshine and we follow our fertilizing and
watering routines, hopefully your roses are responding well and are “popping” and
you have blooms galore...with hopes for MORE for the June 14th Tacoma Rose
Show. We will have a very informative May meeting to help all of us keep up with
what we need to do to prepare ourselves and our roses for the Rose Show. We
hope that the “To Do” list of how to keep growing those beautiful healthy roses
during the summer months will be helpful and encouraging!

When you come to the meeting, PLEASE look for the “Boots on the Ground”
Poster which will be by the clipboards. The clipboards are where you can sign up to
help make the TRS Show run smoothly! If you aren’t going to make it in person to
any meeting...you can always call or email me or any Board Member and let us
know when and what you can help with.



How does your garden grow?? We have 2 FUN garden activities this spring/
summer for our members to engage in!

1. If you are willing to open your garden to “members only” tour---nothing
formal...if you want to just have people wander through and then move on to the
next garden...that is okay too! PLEASE contact me or any Board member and let
us know:

a. If you would like your garden to be on the list for people to visit

b.  What month and which day of the week works for you so we can plan
accordingly.

2. Our second “Rose Garden” activity is simply asking anyone to take pictures
of your garden and any specific rose(s) that Justin can post on our Instagram
page. After you get your pictures taken...simply send them off to Justin Ruth-
Williams -socialtrs1911 @gmail.com

It will be GREAT to peek at what everyone is growing!

“JUST for FUN” activity for MAY- POP Bottle Rose -Show and Tell!
Everyone is asked to:

1. Bring some of your blooming beauties...even if you DON’T know the name.
We have some experts that might be able to help you get that rose named!!!

2. Please bring them in a bucket and bring a “pop” bottle you can display the
rose in. | personally will have about 20 medium size vases that | will be donating
fo the cause...but since the theme of this MAY activity is POP Bottle Rose-Show
and Tell...we really would like you to try and bring a ‘pop” bottle to present your

beauties inl)

3. If you know the name of your rose...we will have a piece of paper for you to
write the name of the rose or roses and have you place it next to the bottle/rose.
Someone, MAY want to add the name of your rose to their list of what to get for
their yard!!!(This is the Show and Tell part!)

4.  We are hoping to get some good advice from the judges...as far as what and
how we should be presenting our roses for the June 14th TRS Rose Show!

Hope to see you at a meeting and eventually-hopefully in your gardens!!!

Debbie Jackson

Ask the Consulting Rosarian
John Moe, ARS Master Rosarian

Q — | was walking around my garden yesterday and see
that the tips of some canes are just covered with aphids

- -
John Moe presented Frank
McCracken with his
Consulting Rosarian
Certificate

TRS Rose Show
Some examples of
Challenge Classes

Colorama Challenge

“5 Hybrid Tea roses,
singly grown, all different
color classes. One
container.”

and was wondering what damage do they do? What is the
best way to get rid of them?

A — | know what you are saying as | have them not only in
my outside beds but in my greenhouse as well! The tip of
a cane can be
totally covered with them, so they are
easy to see! They congregate on the new
tender growth and flower buds, and suck
plant juices from these tender parts,
causing leaves and stems to become
distorted. As they feed, they excrete a
sweet sticky residue (aphid honeydew)
that attracts ants. Adult females give live
birth to their offspring, up to 15 a day and
all female and pregnant so you can see
how there can be so many in such a short
time! They are fairly easy to control as you

Photo credit — Attribution: MedievalRich at
the English lanquage Wikipedia
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Judie Phillips Memorial

Challenge
“3 English Style roses,

any variety, any
combination, displayed
in a 10” bowl of water
(provided).”
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Mary & Bruce Bleckert
Challenge
“1 bloom singly grown or
disbudded, any variety, one
vase, with a photograph,
taken and framed by the
exhibitor, of that variety, not
necessarily of the exhibited
specimen. Photo no larger
than 5x7.”

Floribunda Challenge
“3 Floribunda sprays,
distinctly different color

May, 2025

| a lifetime. Let’s give you a few tips to make the whole
|| experience easier.

can knock them off with a strong jet of water from a hose and, as they cannot fly,
they cannot return. If you can, avoid the use of insecticides as it also destroys
the predators of the aphid. A few predators include Lady Bugs and their larvae,
Lacewing and its larvae, the Hover Fly larvae as well as the Praying Mantis. Get
to know them and create a diverse garden with many different kinds of plants
that gives the beneficials places to hide and reproduce.

Q — When we built our raised beds a number of years ago we had a good 3-way
mix delivered so we could fill our new beds. We were told then that it was good
for growing roses, so we never had it tested and haven't since. Both you and
Bruce have mentioned lime and am wondering if our beds really need some?

A - Alypical 3-way mix contains a mixture of high-quality composted products
(leaf and yard materials), aged bark fines (a finely shredded or ground
byproduct of tree bark), horse and poultry manure and mineral topsoil. Since all
you know of the soil-mix in your beds is what your salesman said, you really
don’t know what the current pH is as it has most likely changed over the years.
Lime is usually added to acid soils to increase soil pH, but if you don’t know
what the pH of your soil is, how do you know if you should add lime, and if so,
how much? This is why you need to have your soil tested! Our normal pH in
this area is about 5.2, which is quite acidic, but you really want to be closer to
the desired range of 6.0 to 6.5, which is just slightly acidic. If your pH is down in
the mid 5’s, your roses can't adequately absorb well the nutrients, including
those provided by your fertilizer -- such as nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium.
Lime raises your soil's pH, so those nutrients are available for the plant and not
locked up in the soil. Now to answer your question — my recommendation would
be to get that soil test done and based on the results make the recommended
changes which may include adding lime.

As for the soil test — A very good local source is Simply Soil Testing in
Burlington, WA. Their website is at http.//www.simplysoiltesting.com/. At their
website you can print out the Soil Submission form that provides the directions
for collecting your soil samples and sending them to them. They have a number
of soil test options from the basic test at $18.00 up to the complete test at
$36.00. The basic test includes pH, lime requirement, nitrate nitrogen,
potassium, phosphorus, calcium, magnesium, soluble salts and fertilizer
recommendations. They mention that there is a 5 business-day turnaround. |
have used them before and have been very satisfied with their performance.

URGENT MESSAGE TO NEW ROSE ARRANGERS!!
TOOLS OF THE TRADE

Hope the title got your attention, particularly if you
are a newbie to rose arranging and to rose show
competition. Nothing to fear! Lots of fun! A hobby of

PLANNING: Planning ahead is very helpful and
reduces stress. Do we have all of our tools and
equipment organized in one place? If not, now is the
time to outfit a personal container with what you will
need to succeed. The mechanics useful in

|| creating rose arrangements are called “Tools of the Trade.”

Into your chosen box, basket or plastic container will be your floral shears,

: i| both standard sized bypass pruners and a needle nose miniature-sized pair. A
Il good pair of wire cutters. A pair of regular scissors. A sharp knife (to cut oasis).

Florist wire in several weights, from heavy weight #18 to #22 light weight.
Wooden skewers, florist tapes in various colors ( green, black). Cotton balls (for
cleaning foliage).



Q-tips to help open roses that are too tight.
Water picks. Floral sticky clay for securing needle
holders, Kenzans in the vase. Quart-sized plastic
baggies for:

Styrofoam pieces for wedging, rubber bands,
address labels, entry tags. A couple of pens,
pencil. A show schedule. Combined Rose List (if
you have it) for correct spelling of roses used.
Note paper.

Helpful to have an old towel ready to clean up
water spills. A large plastic sheet for the work
area helps with cleanup later.

Do you have several clean buckets with your
name on them? A few blocks of
floral foam (Oasis)? Kenzans? Needle cups? A
small watering can with spout, eyedroppers for
miniature designs? Spray bottle for misting? Floral preservative?

Transporting boxes (sturdy cardboard ones? Strapping tape to adhere the
vase to the cardboard box in transit? A few containers, vases? (check out the
thrift stores for some inexpensive choices.

When you have all your ‘ducks’ in a row, so to speak, your floral fun will be
that much easier.

Remember: READ THE SCHEDULE RULES AND CLASS REQUIREMENTS.
QUESTIONS? JUST ASK. WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Jo Martin, ARS Master Rosarian

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
KEITH RIPLEY, ARS CONSULTING ROSARIAN Bloom Cycle Challenge
“3 Hybrid Tea roses, same
variety, one container. Top
rose to be a bud showing
color, middle rose 1/2 - 3/4
open, bottom rose to be an
open bloom. Stamens must
show.”

After our meeting this morning with the Point Defiance
Rose Garden Advisory Committee, Teresa Berg and |
surveyed the changes in the Main and Wishing Well Rose
Gardens. This is two months after the Spring Pruning
and the bushes had leafed out and there was a great
deal of color already. What a difference a few good
weeks of sun has made. We were especially interested
in all the new roses that were planted recently in both
gardens. The many new bushes in the Wishing Well
Garden popped out in splendid new growth. But we still
need to wait for some of the bushes to flower out so we
can name them as the name tags were inadvertently
removed when they were planted or moved to another bed.

While at the meeting this morning, Steve Herbig, Lead Park Horticulturist,
stated that the gardens were doing well and he was thinking about having to
spray a fungicide to help lessen the growth and spread of blackspot, which
might be worse this year due to the amount of sporadic rains we have had this
season. Steve and his crew have been very busy the past two months with
edging all the lawns and flower beds, digging out or exposing all the lawn ]
sprinkler heads and planting a lot of new rose bushes that Tacoma Rose Rose in a Bowl
Society purchased from Raft Island Roses. “1 Hybrid tea bloom, no

On to this year’s deadheading dates, this will begin with Friday May 30 | foliage, no anchoring material,
at 9 AM. The Pt. Defiance Garden Festival will take place on Saturday and
Sunday, June 7 and 8. Thus, it is necessary to deadhead the roses before the
Festival to get the gardens looking their best for the public’s enjoyment. Next, a bowl of water (bowl
we start the weekly deadheading on Thursday’s beginning with June 26. provided). Bloom and bowl
Then, July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and August 7, 14, 21, 28; finishing with
September 4 and 11. Therefore, this year we are deadheading the Point
Defiance Rose Garden for 13 sessions. The hours of deadheading on June 26

upright position, displayed in

should be in proportion.”
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Portrait Challenge
“One exhibition Hybrid Tea
or Grandiflora with no
foliage, in portrait frame

Maxi-Mini Portrait
Challenge
“One Hybrid Tea bloom and
one Miniature or Miniflora
bloom with no foliage, both
exhibition type, matching
color, form and substance;
to be displayed in a Maxi-
Mini portrait frame
(provided).”

Miniature Portrait

Challenge
“One Miniature or

Miniflora with no foliage,
in miniature portrait frame
(provided).”

May, 2025

start at 9 AM. However after that date; we will need to start according to the
outside temperature. More on the start times in the next issue of the QH. Happy
gardening.
Point Defiance Flower & Garden Festival 2025
June 7th (Saturday) and 8th (Sunday)
Teresa Berg

The Point Defiance Flower & Garden Festival is coming up
fast and there are several opportunities for your involvement.
Some members may remember last year’s festival as a
weekend of gusty winds and pouring rain. It can’t be that bad
again. Right? | am optimistic this year we will have sun.
Please consider this opportunity to help show off the rose
garden. Here’s how you can help:

Pt. Defiance Rose Garden Tours:

There are four tours provided to the community on each
day. The walking tours of the rose garden are 45 minutes in
length with 10 persons each. The times of the tours are 12:00 pm, 1:30 pm, 3:00
pm, and 4:30 pm each day. If you are familiar with the rose garden, like to talk
about roses, and can answer questions about roses and the care of roses, please
consider helping with the garden tours. | will have talking points to help you hit
the highlights of the garden. However, | have found that members of the public
always have lots of questions and the conversation is relaxed and fun. Still
feeling a little nervous about giving a tour? Maybe pair up with another member.
Tacoma Rose Society Booth:

We will have a booth throughout both days of the festival from 11:00 am to
6:00 pm. There will be two shifts per day, 11:00 am to 2:30 pm and 2:30 pm to
6:00 pm, with two persons per shift needed. If you love to talk about roses, please
consider helping to serve in the booth. There will be handouts for the public. This
is a wonderful opportunity to share your love of roses and your gardening tips.

The Flower & Garden Festival continues to be a positive event that showcases
the results of our many volunteer hours and love of the Pt. Defiance Rose
Garden. Please consider sharing your knowledge of roses and your enthusiasm
for the tradition of the Tacoma Rose Society.

To volunteer to help, please contact Teresa (see last page for contact
details) or sign up at the TRS meeting on Thursday May 15.

Trophy Donations for TRS Rose Show 2025
Ron Bryan, TRS Past President & Trophy Chair

The Tacoma Rose Society annual rose show is coming
up quick! The rose show is an all-hands-on-deck event,
with many opportunities to lend a hand and help out. One
such opportunity to help TRS host a fabulous rose show is
to donate a prize for the trophy table!

Tacoma Rose Society is proud to send every winner
home with a trophy. We are seeking suitable prizes for all
horticulture and arrangement categories. What makes a
good trophy? An elegant crystal vase. A pretty silver
dish. A beautiful book on classic garden roses. Or get
creative — a gift basket with a vintage teacup and tea
bags, or a terracotta pot stuffed with gloves and seed packets. Anything pretty,
sparkly, elegant, or rose or garden related will make a fine trophy! We just ask that it
be in good presentable condition and clean!

Bring your trophy donations to the May 15th Tacoma Rose Society monthly
meeting, or contact Ron Bryan (cell 206-200-6821 to make alternative
arrangements. Monetary donations to the trophy fund are also welcome and can be
given to TRS Treasurer Barbara Lind at the May 15th meeting.

Thank you for your trophy donations — let's have a great show!
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OUR TRS ROSE SHOW COUNTDOWN - T
MINUS 2 & 1

Bruce Lind — ARS Master Rosarian

The 2025 TRS ROSE SHOW is less than two months
away (June 14, 2025) so we must ramp up our efforts to
make sure we will be ready for the big day. If each TRS
member volunteers to help in some way and plans to enter
roses in the show it will be a great success. Please think
about how you can support the 2025 TRS show in the time
leading up to the show, at setup on June 13, and by
exhibiting your roses in our show. If you are new to rose
shows, we have many experienced folks who will be happy
to mentor you along the path to the show. As usual, our
2025 TRS show schedule will feature sections in
Horticulture, Arrangements and Photography.

Jo Martin’s articles and photos in previous QH issues have given you an
introduction to Traditional Arrangements, Modern Arrangements and East Asian
Style Arrangements. Her fantastic program at the April TRS meeting gave a full
rundown of our 2025 Arrangements schedule and reviewed all areas of design,
including the making of Corsages. Check with Jo and Keith for ideas on where you
can view images of designs of all types.

I hope you have begun thinking about photographs featuring roses that you may
have taken in previous years and that you will soon begin to take new photos as
our rose season sprints ahead. The photos do not have to feature roses from your
own garden. Standard print sizes of 5x7 or 8x10 are required for entry using mats
provided by TRS. We have two large photo racks to fill for the show, so keep
shooting, practice getting a few older images printed, and contact Betsy Rezba (or
me) if you have any questions.

As mentioned earlier, the horticulture section of the show will have at least one
spot for you to enter any rose type. The May meeting will be a busy one, but we
plan to share some photos at the May 15 meeting that feature a variety of the types
of entries we use in our show. There is the open competition, for rose lovers with a
full range of experience and garden size, as well as areas restricted to new
exhibitors, young exhibitors, or rose lovers with smaller gardens. We hope
everyone will join in and have fun sharing their roses! At the close of the show we
plan to gather roses into “buckets” to deliver to residential facilities for rose lovers
who may not have been able to attend our show.

Once again, we need you to volunteer to help and, if you have not yet done so,
support the Trophy Fund for the show or our “show venue fund”. If we all work
together, we will have a very successful show and a lot of fun along the way. Clip
boards with volunteer opportunities will return at the May TRS meeting! We hope to
see you there!

EXHIBITING ROSES — SOME OF THE BASICS
Bruce Lind, ARS Master Rosarian

Sources of information.

As is so often said, “There is nothing new under the sun.” | have read many
articles on rose exhibiting over a long period of time. As specific sources for this
handout | have consulted articles from the American Rose Society website:
rose.org This web site has lots of excellent information.

The “Bible” is the book “Showing Good Roses” by Robert (Bob) Martin who
is a Past-President of the ARS. Bob Martin is deceased, but copies of his book
still show up on used book websites.

The information — finally!

A cautious, long-term approach to rose exhibiting. Get some “hands on or
eyes on” experience by coming early to a real or practice rose show. Notice how
the experienced exhibitors work on preparing their entries. After they finish, or if

May, 2025

Miniature Rose in a Bowl

“1 bloom Miniature or
Miniflora, no foliage, moo
anchoring material, upright
position, displayed in a
glass bowl of water (bowl
provided). Bloom and bowl

should be in proportion.

Miniature English Box
“6 Miniature or Miniflora
blooms, singly grown, no

foliage, in a miniature
English box (provided).”

Miniature Bloom Cycle

“3 Miniature or Miniflora
roses, same variety. Top
rose to be a bud showing
color, middle rose 1/2 - 3/4
open, bottom rose to be an
open bloom. Stamens must
show.”
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OGR Challenge
“5 stems of Old Garden
Roses, mixed or same
variety, displayed in one
container.”

Photo Contest

Exhibits must be 5X7 or
8X10 color or black & white.
Print must be mounted on
an 8X10 mat board
(available). Limited to 6
entries per person. Must be
of outdoor grown roses.
See other rules/classes in
the Show Schedule.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
DISTRICT AMERIUAN
ROSE SOCIETY

May, 2025

invited, during the prep ask some questions about “why” things are done in a
particular way. If rebuffed, move on to another exhibitor.

You can also volunteer to clerk at the TRS rose show. This can be an exceptional
learning experience.

Obtain a copy of the ARS Guidelines for Judging Roses from the ARS website
and read it carefully. This is not easy reading unless you have attended and
entered a rose show.

The total immersion approach to rose exhibiting. (Do this one!)

Watch what happens at the TRS practice rose show this month and, during the next
week, get ready to put what you learned into practice by entering our show on June
14. We need you!
Getting the roses ready for the show.
From now on, be on the lookout for roses in your garden with the potential to be
rose show entries. If you plan to exhibit a single bloom on a stem, you will need
a strong, straight stem that has been disbudded as it developed. Disbudding is the
process of removing all side buds that form between the stem and a leaf axil. Of
course, the earlier you do the disbudding the better. Signs of the disbudding will be
less obvious and more of the energy will be channeled to the terminal bud.
If you plan to show a spray (floribunda, climber, shrub, or miniature), you will want
to remove the center (largest) bud rather than the side buds. This allows the side
buds to develop and fill in the hole created by removal of the center bud.

Water your bushes regularly and keep up your spraying schedule!

The tools of the trade!
Prepare a grooming kit for use the day of the show. Get a small case or “tool bag”
and assemble the following:

* soft clean cloths (pieces of nylon hose or microfiber cloth work well)

* a package of Q-tips

* tweezers

| * small sharp scissors

* small camel-hair (artist’s) brush

* return address labels or a pencil

*the ARS Handbook for Selecting Roses for the ARS American Exhibition Names
* if possible, some entry tags with rubber bands attached

Leading up to “Showtime”

When do you cut the rose? The timing varies depending on the variety of the rose,
the number of petals, the temperature and general weather conditions and your
ability to store the cut roses. Often, until you are really bitten by the exhibiting bug
it is best to cut the evening before the rose show.

Roses should be cut 1/4 - 1/3 open which allows them time to open more on the
morning of the show. Cut the stem a little longer than the 7:1 ratio (some say the
stem should be 7 times longer than the height of the bloom) to allow for re-cutting
later. Do not remove any leaves at this time!

Cut the stem at an angle with sharp, clean pruners and immediately place it in a
clean bucket of clean warm water. Re-cut the stem under water (take off about %2
inch). Take your cut roses into a place where they can be transferred to a bucket
“filled” with cool water. Submerge the rose stem in the full bucket and then lower it
into the water until the water comes up to just below the bloom. Place these
bucket(s) in a cool dark place.

The (early) morning of the show

Get an early start. Rose show entries are usually accepted from 6:30 AM until
about 9:30 AM. Remove the roses from their resting place and take one more walk
through the garden looking for another possible entry. Pack up your roses and your
grooming kit and head for the show. HINT: Unless you don’t mind “an accident”
dump out about half the water from each bucket before you place them in your car!
Plan to get to the show early so you can get prep table space, coffee, and your
favorite morning snack. Register, if required, and gather enough vases for your
roses.



Place each rose in a bud vase and evaluate the bloom stage. If the bloom is too tight, carefully insert Q-tips between
the petals to encourage opening or gently try to brush the petals in an outward direction. Make the bloom as
symmetrical as you possibly can. Practice this at home before the show on the roses that will be too early for the rose
show. Watch YouTube videos!

Clean the rose foliage by supporting each leaf with your fingers, and gently wipe the surface with a soft cloth. Do not
use anything except water to do this cleaning. Evidence of use of any oily substance on stem or foliage is grounds for
disqualification of an entry. Use your brush to remove any fine debris from the petals and use the scissors to trim any
brown or torn edges from the petals or leaves. Check the proportion of the bloom to the stem. You can adjust this
somewhat by pushing the stem deeper into the vase or wedging it with rolled up foliage or (at TRS show) green
Styrofoam. Be sure the stem is in the water and the wedging material is not showing above the top of the vase.

The final words from an article by Phyllis Allen available on the ARS website (Rose Exhibiting for Beginners) says the
rest very well. “Fill out the entry tags if you haven't already done so. Use your ARS Handbook to check rose names
and the proper spellings. Use your address labels to save writing all that information on each tag. Attach your closed
entry tags to the vase and make one final check of the overall appearance. Set the vase on the floor and look down
on the entire entry. If you need to adjust or trim, this is your last chance. Place your entries on the exhibition table, one
at a time if possible. Immediately clean up your workspace. Return any unused vases and wipe up any water. Secure
your personal belongings and go find some fellow rosarians to enjoy a hearty breakfast and rose talk!”

Actually, I'd like to encourage you to serve as a clerk during the judging and then join all those who worked on the
show for lunch (on TRS!) and more rose talk.

PHOTOS OF THE PT. DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN BY KEITH RIPLEY MAY 2, 2025
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