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Queen’s Herald

Crown Princess Baronne Prevost Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society

Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for 

Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April Meeting 
Thursday, April 17 

7pm 
Gloria Dei Church 

May Meeting 
Thursday, May 15 

Pt Defiance Flower & 
Garden Show 

June 7 & 8 

TRS Rose Show 
June 14 UPS Rotunda 

Setup June 13 

Seattle Sunrise

APRIL MEETING - THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 7PM
JO MARTIN - 2025 ROSE SHOW ARRANGEMENT DIVISION

     At 7pm Bruce will be talking about what to do in your garden this month.  Please 
bring your rose related questions.
     Jo Martin will be the featured speaker at our April meeting.  She will be talking 
about the Arrangement Division for our 2025 Rose Show. She will have a powerpoint 
presentation of arrangements featuring roses.  
     Jo says she will get to the meeting at about 6:30,  She will be at a table making 
corsages, so those who are interested in learning this fun and valuable skill can join 
her and learn.
     Orders for Puyallup Rose Society Fertilizer can be made by emailing Karen 
Madsen at Pern48@yahoo.com.  Please include your phone number and which Rose 
Society you are from and ask for their address. Puyallup Rose Society custom blend 
fertilizer is $18.00 for a 25lb bag for Rose Society members for pick-up.  There are still 
some bags of alfalfa available.  The pick-up location will be at Greg and Karen 
Madsen’s home. The tentative pick-up date is April 26, 2025 starting at 10:00 AM. 
Please confirm with Karen.  Cash or checks only.  Checks need to be made payable 
to the Puyallup Rose Society.
Zoom invitations for the April meeting
If you would like a Zoom Invitation, please let us know by responding to this email.
The success of the Zoom session is entirely dependent on the strength and steadiness 
of the wi-fi signal at Gloria Dei. We will do the best with what we have..
Treats for the April Meeting
Sally Eastman will bring treats to our April meeting. Please feel free to bring something
Door Prizes for the April Meeting
After many years, Sue DeRome has handed over the Door Prize job to Teresa Berg.  
Thanks Teresa for doing this and thanks to Sue for your years of service.
Please think about something you could bring for the door prize table at the next 
meeting.

APRIL, 2025 - WHAT TO DO? & WHEN TO DO IT?
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

     April is here and so are the knowledgeable TRS Master Rosarians and 
Consulting Rosarians! Part of the April program will be covering what we should be 
doing and when we should be doing it so that we can grow the healthiest roses 

President 
 Debbie Jackson
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possible! We will also be reviewing the Arrangement portion of the Rose Show 
and have the benefit Jo Martin, who is one of the top PNW Rose Arrangers and a 
long time TRS member giving us her top tips for arranging roses. I am hoping that 
each of us will challenge ourselves to either enter 1 miniature or 1 of the other 
arrangement designs…. let’s spread our wings and give it a try! Make sure you 
have April 17th marked for the TRS meeting. 
     The doors will be open by 6:15pm and the program starts at 7:00pm. There is a 
lot to cover at this meeting, so we are asking that everyone comes early so that:
     1.     You can pick up your apparel order from Anna Marie! The denim shirts 
and hats will be ready to pick up. You should have time to change before we take 
our Annual TRS picture. This picture is proudly placed in our June Rose Show 
Program! Last year we had 27 members featured…. but this year we NEED 
everyone to show up and we want to BEAT that number!!! Our meetings continue 
to grow in numbers and fun…so let’s show up and show off for the April meeting 
and photo!!!!
a.     Don’t worry, if you didn’t purchase any new apparel items…PLEASE wear 
any of your TRS shirts.
b.     Even if you don’t have any TRS apparel you are still needed and wanted in 
the picture!!!
     2.     We will also be taking a “Just for Fun” photo…. more later!!!

     In review, the Annual Rose and Garden Sale at the Pagoda to raise funds for 
the care of or purchasing of roses for Pt. Defiance Rose Garden was on March 
22nd and was a HUGE success! A special shoutout to ALL the TRS members who 
volunteered on Friday, Saturday or both days! The TRS membership was well 
represented…our Village is alive and thriving!!!! Only 1 of the 100 roses was not 
sold. Many of the Table Treasures found new homes and the other plants all found 
new gardens to thrive in!!!! Make sure you check out the fun pictures included in 
this QH!  We found out that our social media is really helping in getting more 
people out to our events as when shoppers were asked how they heard of us…
FB, Instagram and the Website were all repeatedly mentioned! Our Social Media 
team of Steve Mitchell, Justin Williams-Ruth and Lori Bier are doing a great job of 
promoting the Tacoma Rose Society…if you have any ideas of what you would 
like to see on the website or on FB or are willing to do an interview for Instagram, 
please don’t hesitate to get ahold of me so that I can share your creative and 
unique ideas with them!!! 
 
     Get READY…Here it comes…The 2025 Tacoma Rose Show…June 14th at the 
beautiful University of Puget Sound Rotunda! We really want to encourage ALL 
members to enter at minimum…. 1 of their roses…and as stated above either a 
miniature or a larger arrangement! We also need everyone to check out what 
areas they can volunteer for some time to help in the prep of the Show. We will 
have clipboards at the next 2 meetings fort he areas we need extra hands, feet, 
and backs! If you aren’t going to make it in person to any meeting…you can 
always call or email me or any Board Member and let us know when and what you 
can help with. An example of one of the areas we need help is at the May meeting 
when we, to put rubber bands on the entry tags. There are more set-up events 
and activities that need the WHOLE VILLAGE to show up…please check out 
where you may be needed!
 “JUST for FUN” activity for the April meeting will be…Bring Somebunny---or 
Somebody!  Everyone is asked to:
1.     Bring a “Bunny” it can be stuffed or wooden or plastic…just borrow it from 
your Spring decorating 
OR
2.     Bring “Somebody” …check out your contacts, co-workers, neighbors, or 
family members…. someone who would benefit from our program as well as 
MIGHT consider joining our FUN group!!! Make sure you bring your phone and get 
some pictures of the bunnies or of the “somebody” who joined our meeting! 
Hope to see you at a the meeting!
Debbie Jackson 

Silent Auction Roses 
Donated by Erik and 

Teresa Berg

‘Judy Garland’
Floribunda, yellow blend

‘Eternal Flame’
Hybrid tea, medium 
yellow, strong citrus 

fragrance

John Moe presented Betsy 
Rezba with her Master 

Rosarian Certificate at the 
Garden Sale
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APRIL MEETING - SILENT AUCTION ROSES
  
     Erik and Teresa Berg are donating rooted rose cuttings for our Silent Auction at the 
April meeting.  Erik enjoys propagating both roses and rhododendrons in his 
greenhouse.  They are donating: 1 Pope John Paul II, 2 Maria Shriver, 3 Judy 
Garland, 4 Eternal Flame, 1 Mister Lincoln, and 1 Tangerine Skies.  See the photos in 
this newsletter.  If you would like to try some rose propagating, Erik would probably 
share his secrets at the meeting.

COURAGE MAKING CORSAGES
Jo Martin, ARS Master Rosarian

 
     Have you ever tried to make a corsage?  If not, opportunity 
is just around the corner!  In our 2025 rose show schedule 
Division III of “ROSES  - JEWELS OF THE GARDEN”, 
SECTION F – PERSONAL ADORNMENT, CLASS 12     
“ROMANTIC ROSE QUARTZES” it calls for a formal rose 
corsage suitable for the shoulder or wrist. (Note: rose quartz 
isn’t required in corsage.)
     A few bits of information about corsages.  The style a 
corsage is made depends upon the occasion where it will be 
worn. Styles of corsages include a spray shape, a crescent, a 
double vertical or a line. 
     It is best NOT to use hybrid tea roses in corsages, as they are larger and heavier, 
but smaller roses like floribundas, shrubs, miniature and miniflora roses work
quite well and can be combined. The number of roses is arranger’s choice. 
     Supplies needed to make a corsage include: roses, wire, floral tape, wire cutters, 
shears, foliage like camellia and ivy,  complimentary flowers like Baby’s breath and 
other small flowers. Netting or tulle as well as ribbons are usually added. When 
following a theme, some small  artificial beads may be used in good taste.  Rose 
foliage is not usable as it wilts. NOTE: No artificial plant material allowed.
     The stem of a rose is cut to an inch or less and a wire is inserted through the 
Calyx and then taped with floral tape. 
     A note about wire. Use the lightest weight possible so corsage is not too
heavy to wear. Best for corsage making are  wire weights: #24, 26, 28. 
     At the April 17 Tacoma Rose Society meeting, I will be on hand about 
6:30 p.m. to give a demonstration of wiring, taping and general corsage making.

See you there. Jo
 

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
John Moe, ARS Master Rosarian

 
Q – One of the roses that I bought at the Pagoda sale looks 
like there are two large canes that are about 10 or more 
inches apart. There is a very old looking large clump of wood 
between them and there are one or two new basals 
emerging as well on each of the large canes.  Can I take 
some loppers or a pruning saw and remove those big pieces 
as it would be easier to do it now before I plant it?  And would 
it be possible to separate it into two plants? 
A – You have some good questions.  Yes,  you can separate 
it into two plants IF you see that there are some roots on 
each of those two large canes.  We had one last fall that I 
was able to separate into three plants. Being it is quite old as 
you said,  I would probably use the saw as it can be easier to 
be careful when you are working in close quarters, so you don’t break off those tender 
new basals.  That large clump is most likely the bud union so I would take my saw and 
cut right down thru the middle of it and divide them that way. 

‘Maria Shriver’ 
Grandiflora, white 

‘Mister Lincoln’ 
Hybrid tea, dark red, 

AARS
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Q – Last week when I started pruning on my first bed, I grabbed a cane with one 
hand, had pruners in the other, but felt the bush wiggle around so gave it a tug.  It 
came right out of the ground!  It looked like something had been chewing on the 
roots.  Sure made me mad. What can I do? Do you think I can save the plant? 
A – What you have are voles.  I had the same trouble a few years back! Moles, 
which are carnivores make the tunnels, where they can feed on grubs, etc.  The 
voles, which are vegetarians and look more like a small mouse, move into the 
tunnels and nibble away on the roots.  I knew Mother Nature would help me 
downsize a tad, but really didn't count on Mr. Vole to help!  There was a product I 
bought at McLendon’s called “The Giant Destroyer” that worked for me.  They looked 
like large firecrackers and when lit and put down in the tunnel, they create a gas that 
supposedly consumes all the oxygen.  When I was doing it, I had smoke coming out 
in many places in the beds.  Had to hurry around and plug those holes.  As I recall at 
the time, it did take care of them, but I’m sure they will return some day!  
     As for saving the plant – sure, if there are any pieces of roots, give it a try.  I have 
had success pruning it down quite a bit and putting it in a container with some good 
potting soil.  What we want is for roots to grow and it really can’t if there is foliage to 
support so really crop it down.  Roses are tuff plants, if any roots it will grow!
 
Q – When we were at Flower World recently, I was asked a question that I thought 
would be pertinent anywhere – the question was, “How can I rejuvenate a scrawny 
rose I have had in my garden for two years and it has hardly grown?”  My first 
comment to him was “What’s your definition of a scrawny rose?” He said, “Let me 
show you one that looks like mine.”
A – We went and looked at a rose that had three small canes, each one was about 
3/8” in diameter or so.  I asked him a few questions about his growing conditions, 
sunlight exposure, water, fertilizing, etc., and all appeared normal until I asked him if 
he grew the more acid soil loving rhododendron’s.  He said he had a number of 
them, and they were all doing great!  I asked if he ever had a soil test and he had 
not.  From this it was fairly apparent to me that his soil pH was down in the low 5.0 
range and the nutrients from his fertilizer were just not available to the plant, so I 
recommended he get a soil test and start a liming program and hopefully his rose 
would grow as it should.  
 

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Keith Ripley, ARS Consulting Rosarian

     The annual Garden Sale at Point Defiance Park was set for Saturday March 22, 
2025 at the PAGODA.  However, before we could get close to that happening there 
were 3 main events that had to be completed.  
     First, Raft Island Roses of Gig harbor donated over 100 
roses for our 2024 Fall Auction.  Bruce & Barbara Lind 
transported those roses not sold at the auction to a holding 
area at Point Defiance Park. 
     Next, a crew from the Kitsap Rose Society dug up 37 rose 
bushes that were donated from Sally Eastman and her 
husband’s garden. The crew included Elena Williams, Dave 
Tonessen, Jim Washington, Allie & Leif Olson, Liz Barnes, Kim 
Vennerholm & Pam Kirkland. The roses were transported to 
the Pagoda by Elena and Dave.  
     Next, approximately 31 rose bushes were donated from the 
Pt. Defiance Rose Garden and TRS members John Moe, Jo 
Martin, Faith Gant, the Linds, and Susan Killen. Our inventory of rose bushes for the 
sale totaled 103.
     While all the above was happening, there were a lot of other events going on. 
Steve Mitchell was refreshing our TRS website to help advertise the Rose Sale.  
Debbie Jackson was working on getting out more information to potential buyers 
through her Facebook account.  Justin Williams-Ruth was working with his 
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‘Tangerine Skies’
Climber, orange blend

‘Pope John Paul II”
Hybrid tea, white
Strong fragrance

Kitsap Rose Society 
members who dug up 

and transported 37 rose 
bushes for the Garden 

Sale.  Thank you!
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Facebook and Instagram accounts to also disseminate information about the sale.  
At some point TRS members were saying that over 100 people wrote on their social 
media account postings that they were coming to the sale!  It was becoming 
infectious! TRS members were combing their homes and garages to come up with 
“treasures” to sell at our main event to raise funds for buying roses for the Rose 
Garden.
     Setup day was Friday, and we all were so happy that it did not rain - the sun even 
came out.  By this time, Bruce and Barbara Lind had put in a total of 27 hours for 
printing pictures of each rose with the name and rose type and placing them in a 
plastic bag so that the identification could be placed on the bushes on the day of the 
sale.  They made signs for identifying groups of plants and they compiled an 
alphabetical list of all the roses and other plants so that people could see instantly 
what we offered them and at what price.  Catalog photos and descriptions were also 
made available. These two members worked so well together that they should be 
married - OH, they are!  A crew of workers pruned all the roses before they were 
taken into the room, photo name tags were added and they were placed in rough 
alphabetical order.
     Debbie Jackson donated many other plants including bulbs, ground covers, 
perennials, trees and seeds – all of which were sold. Debbie also made 
informational signs for all the plants.  Other plant donors were Malcolm Davis and 
Faith Gant. For the setup of the sale, we had 15 TRS members signed in and they 
graciously worked together for a total of 37 hours to get us ready for the sale.
On Saturday, TRS Members were ready for this sale to happen! The laughter, the 
hugs of good to see you, slaps on the backs that said I’m happy to be here—all said 
so.  Nineteen TRS Members came together for a total of 93 volunteer hours, which 
went by very fast.  We are very thankful for Ron Bryan’s help in being able to 
complete sales using his Venmo payment services account.  “Thank you”, Sue 
DeRome for helping set up the “Treasures” Dept.  “Thank you” all for coming to 
support our efforts even if you could only come for an hour or so.  “We” hope you all 
had a great time and will work with us again next year.

OUR TRS  ROSE SHOW COUNTDOWN - T MINUS 3
Bruce Lind - ARS Master Rosarian

   The 2025 TRS ROSE SHOW is just a little more than two 
months away (June14, 2025) so we have to ramp up our 
efforts to make sure we will be ready for the big day.  It truly 
does take a village to put on a successful rose show, so 
please think about how you can support the 2025 TRS show 
in the time leading up to the show, and at setup on June 13, 
and by exhibiting your roses in our show.  If you are new to 
rose shows we have many experienced folks who will be 
happy to mentor you along the path to the show.  As usual, 
our 2025 TRS show schedule will feature sections in 
Horticulture, Arrangements and Photography. 
  Jo Martin’s program at our April TRS meeting will present 
the Arrangement schedule for our “Roses - Jewels of the 
Garden” show. In this month’s article Jo has, through words 
and photos, given us an introduction to the construction of 
Corsages. Attend Jo’s early clinic on the fundaments of corsages to get off to a 
running start. Check with Jo or Keith, for ideas on where you can view images of 
additional designs using containers to be used in the other sections of the 
Arrangements Division of our show.
    Now is the time to look through your old photographs featuring roses and to begin 
to take new photos as our rose season sprints ahead.  Standard print sizes of 5x7 or 
8x10 are required for entry using mats provided by TRS.  We have two large photo 
racks to fill for the show, so start shooting, practice getting a few older images 
printed, and contact Betsy Rezba (or me) if you have any questions.
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   The horticulture section of the show will have at least one spot for you to enter any 
rose type.  We will show some photos at the April 17 meeting that feature the different 
types of entries we use in our show.  There is the open competition, for rose lovers with 
a full range of experience and garden size, as well as areas restricted to new 
exhibitors, young exhibitors, or rose lovers with smaller gardens. We want everyone to 
join in and have fun sharing their roses!
   We need you to volunteer to help and, if possible, support the Trophy Fund for the 
show and/or our “show venue fund”.  If we all work together we will have a very 
successful show and lots of fun along the way.  The “clip boards” will return at our April 
TRS meeting! 

WHY NOT BECOME MORE INVOLVED IN THE WORLD OF ROSES?
Bruce Lind, PNWD Horticulture Judging Co-Chair

  We ask you to grow more roses, enter our Rose Show to share your roses with others, 
and to volunteer to serve as a Clerk at our Rose Show. What comes next? Think about 
becoming a Horticulture Judge! TRS has a long history of sponsoring judging schools 
and being involved in training the next generation of Judges.  At least since Jo Martin and 
I were students at a judging school here in Tacoma in 1979 the requirements to become 
an apprentice horticulture judge have remained the same. The requirements for “judging 
candidates” focus on experience in rose growing, rose knowledge, and successful rose 
exhibiting over a period of several years.  It is also necessary for candidates to be well-
versed in the way in which rose shows are conducted (it varies!).

   The “prerequisites”, as spelled out in the ARS publication Guidelines and Rules for 
Judging Roses (GFJR), Chapter 21, are (1)  – Have personally grown garden roses or 
been involved in their culture for five years. (2)   – Have exhibited in the horticulture 
sections of at least five ARS accredited rose shows over a period of at least three years.  
(3)  - The applicant should have won at least five horticultural blue ribbons and at least 
two ARS horticultural certificates or equivalent awards. (4)   – Have worked in at least 
three rose shows, either as a clerk or in some other capacity, such as show chairperson or 
clerks’ chairperson that would familiarize the applicant with proper show procedures.   (5)  
 – Have been a member of the American Rose Society for at least twenty-four months, 
including the twelve months immediately preceding becoming an apprentice judge. When 
you have satisfied these requirements you are ready to take the next Horticulture Judging 
school. Let me or any TRS Horticulture Judge know, and I/they will help you get signed up 
for the school.  At the conclusion of the School there is (always!) an exam. Always in the 
past this exam has consisted of two parts, a written test that tests candidates on the 
content of GFJR and a Practical Exam involving evaluating staged exhibits of the full 
range seen in a typical rose show.

     Starting “soon” the Judging school will focus only on the “book learning” (GFJR 
mastery) and only a written exam will be given.  The Practical Exam will be replaced by a 
Pre-Apprentice Practical and Self-Assessment that will be done individually. This is a 
major change and its implementation will require approval by the ARS Board. Fingers 
crossed.

2025 GARDEN SALE   
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Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in July/August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org

Website Manager: Steve Mitchell 
253-459-4116

Social Media
Justin Williams-Ruth 
Anna Marie Tallariti 

Lori Bier

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers
President
Debbie Jackson 253-222-6971
1st VP & Show Chair
Justin Williams-Ruth 360-689-4771
2nd VP & Program Chair
Malcolm Davis 253-861-7158
Secretary
Michelle Regan 253-691-4534
Treasurer
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246
Board Members
Tom Jowett 
Teresa Berg 253-677-0582
Elena Williams 360-620-2642
Lori Bier 360-443-2406
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603
Gracie Baker 253-222-8665
John Moe 253-350-7241
Ava Brock 253-381-4862
Past President
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821
Rose Show Co-Chairs
Ava Brock & Bruce Lind
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246
Artistic Consultant
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Photographer
Malcolm Davis 253-861-7158
Door Prizes Chair
Sue DeRome, 253-228-2100
Sunshine Chair
Jo Martin  253-752-5857
Hospitality - Ron Bryan
Editors
Barbara & Bruce Lind
tacomarosesociety@gmail.com

ARS  Consulting Rosarians
(* = Master Rosarian)

Gracie Baker*, 253-222-8665, Sutherlin, OR
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock*, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Malcolm Davis, 253-861-7158, Central Tacoma
Sally Eastman, 206-931-7474, North Tacoma
Faith Gant*, 425-985-9871 North Bend
Ariel Jamieson, Poulsbo
Jerry Kaija, 360,669,0473, Centralia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Auburn
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, 
University Place
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
Frank McCracken, 253,475,8387, Tacoma
Steve Mitchell, 253-459-4116, University Place
John Moe*, 253-350-7241, Federal Way
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Betsy Rezba*, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Gary Ritchie*, 360-456-3438, Olympia
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, North Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Justin Williams-Ruth, 360-689-4771, Auburn
TRS Consultant:
Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, Tacoma

Pt. Defiance Advisory Committee
Steve Herbig

Jo Martin
Keith Ripley

Bruce & Barbara Lind
Teresa Berg

Elena Williams

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY - YEAR 2025 DUES

$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society

Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA  98466

Name ______________________________________________________________

Address 
______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip 
______________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________Email address __________________________

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____  hard copy _____ 

http://www.tacomarosesociety.org
mailto:tacomarosesociety@gmail.com
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