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Queen’s Herald

AUGUST MEETING - ANNUAL PICNIC
 SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 2021

     Our annual picnic will be held on Sunday, August 15th at John Moe’s home. It will 
start at noon and we will eat at 1PM. TRS will provide coffee, water, cups, plates and 
silverware. Please come and bring a potluck dish to share with the group. If your name 
starts with A-H please bring a hot dish, I-P, a desert, Q-Z, a salad. If there is something 
you really want to bring, but you are not on that list, bring it anyway because things will 
even out. If you would prefer to bring your own bag lunch, please feel free to do that. 
We will be short on chairs. If you can bring some, that would be great. Carpooling is 
encouraged.  If you are unvaccinated, please wear a mask!
Directions to 830 S 373rd Street, Federal Way, WA
From Tacoma on I-5 Northbound – exit 137, cross over I-5 to Highway 99. The 
Poodle Dog Restaurant will be at your left front. Turn right on 99 and head north for 
about 2.5 miles passing thru the stoplight at The Milton Lodge Bar & Grill.  Turn right 
onto 373rd Street, the first street past the cemetery.  Go east on 373rd across the 
creek, up the hill past some new wine growing fields (white rail fence along the road), 
cross 8th Avenue and our driveway is the first left past the 8th Ave intersection.
Leaving and heading back to Tacoma – you cannot return the way you came as you 
can’t make a left turn to 99 from 373rd. So, here is how I go – out my driveway to the 
right, make an immediate left turn on 8th Ave.  Make a left on 375th that will take you 
over I-5, where you turn right on Milton Rd S.  Head south a mile or so to the first stop 
sign and make a right turn onto Porter Way that will take you back to the stoplight at 
The Milton Lodge Bar & Grill on 99.  A left turn will take you back to the Southbound  I-5 
exit 137 onramp.  
Coming from Seattle on I-5 Southbound – exit 142B, go right on 348th St and turn 
left at the second light, which is Enchanted Parkway.  Shari’s will be on your left at the 
turn on Enchanted Parkway.  Stay to the right so when in front of Lowe’s, slightly angle 
off to the right on 16th Ave S.  Go south past Todd Beamer High School for about 1 mile 
or so and make a right turn onto 373rd Street.  Our driveway is on your immediate right.
Coming from Auburn on Highway 18 – continue going west under I-5.  The name 
changes to 348th Street.  Then pick up the directions listed above for southbound on 
Enchanted Parkway. 
Leaving and heading back to Seattle/Auburn,  etc., - Go right on 373rd and head 
west to Highway 99 where you can make a right turn.  Head north thru several stop 
lights to 348th Street.  McDonald’s will be on your right as you make the turn heading 
for I-5.
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JAMES EWING LEISNER
August 30, 1927 - June 9th, 2021

Jim Leisner was born in the small town ofHalsey, 
Nebraska on August 30th, 1927 and passed sway on 
June 9th, 2021.

Jim grew up in rural parts of Nebraska and always 
wanted to travel and see as much of the world as he 
could.  He was able to do just that when he joined the 
Navy during World War II.  Jim was on the island of 
Guam when the war ended and spent the rest of his two 
year tour in Japan and parts of China.  He then joined the 

U.S. Air Force where he was in 
communications and spent time in such diverse areas 
as Newfoundland, the Philippines, and Saudi Arabia in 
addition to assignments in several U.S. states 
including three years in Hawaii.  Following his 20 
years of service, Jim worked for what was then Pacific 
N.W. Bell Telephone Co. for an additional 20 years.  
He retired from that company and he and his wife 
Margaret enjoyed many years of leisure travel, 
including a cruise to Alaska and visits to many of the 
National Parks.  Jim also was an active member of the 
Tacoma Rose Society for 30 years and found he had a 
talent for making beautiful stained glass pieces.  Jim’s 
real joy in life was his family: Margaret, Mike and 
Carol, Jim’s grandchildren and great grandchildren.  
Jim and Margaret recently celebrated their 66th 
wedding anniversary.  Jim was buried at Tahoma 
National Cemetery with full military honors.

                               PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Ron Bryan, President

     I said in a previous president’s message here in the pages of the Queen’s 
Herald that the rose may be the thing that brings us together, but ultimately 
organizations like Tacoma Rose Society are about the community that we build 
around that shared interest.  Communities are about people, and I’m sure that 
you, like myself, have appreciated the recent opportunities to get out and actually 
see people!  
     Jo and Cliff Martin hosted an open garden at their north Tacoma home this 
past June 13th, and it was the first opportunity for many TRS members to see 
each other in a very long time!  The Martin’s garden is always a delight, and of 
course it was great to see old friends.  Other recent opportunities have included 
deadheading at Point Defiance rose garden.  
     There are additional opportunities to get together coming up soon.  I hope you 
can join us for the annual Tacoma Rose Society Picnic, coming up August 15th. 
John Moe will be hosting.  And in September, there is an opportunity to exhibit 
your roses at the Washington State Fair in Puyallup. There are two shows this 
year, instead of the regular four.  The dates are September 12th and 19th.  You’ll 
find more details about these events here in the Queen’s Herald.  
As far as getting together for monthly TRS meetings, the board will meet in 
August and begin discussing plans for a return to in-person meetings.   We have 
to coordinate with our hosts Gloria Dei church, and we have to ensure we can 
follow current guidelines for public gatherings.  We also need to set up technology 
to be able to stream the meetings on Zoom – we want to continue that even as we 
return to in-person meetings.  

Some of the  
Pt. Defiance Rose Garden 

Deadheaders.

Steve Herbig &  
Keith Ripley
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     Until then – be well, and I hope to see you are one of the upcoming opportunities 
to get together!  
All best, 
Ron Bryan

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
John Moe, Master Rosarian

Q – While deadheading at Pt. Defiance a week or so ago, 
there were quite a number of stems that had been cut an 
inch and a half above the bud eye.  I recall discussing this 
with the group there and I mentioned that I would include 
something about it in my next Q & A.
A – I know that many of you just skip over my ramblings, 
but I do hope that all of our readers take a minute or so to 
read this and remember whenever deadheading, either at 
Pt. Defiance or in your own garden, is to keep the 
“Goldilocks Principle” in mind.  Not too short, not too long, 
but “just right”.  The “just right” part is about a quarter to 3/8 
inch above the bud eye.  Too short, you can damage the 
eye, too long results in dieback and is a haven for pests 
and disease. So let’s all just do it “just right”!  OK?
Q - In one of your previous columns, you said that we should quit fertilizing in August.  
Really?  Why?
A – Yes, really! Even though it is quite warm as I write this, it isn't the easiest to be 
thinking about getting our roses ready for old man winter.  But it will happen!  Roses 
don’t go dormant as root growth goes on all winter, albeit very slow.  If you have been 
fertilizing all along, there should be adequate nitrogen, so make your last fertilizer 
application by mid-August.  What we don’t need is a lot of new growth above ground 
that we will be gone with our fall pruning.  With your last fertilizer in August, you still 
should have some nice blooms for the Puyallup Fair in September.  But hopefully we 
will have cooler evenings later this month as we go into fall.  Cooler temperatures can 
increase powdery mildew; so, continue with your spray program of fungicide.
Q – I do want to exhibit at the Puyallup Fair this year, but I am quite a newbie to 
exhibiting.  What are some things I should be doing now so that I will have some nice 
blooms to bring to the fair?
A – Keep your roses healthy – by that I mean well-watered and fertilized and as 
insect and disease free as you can, as it normally takes about 6 weeks to grow a nice 
bloom.  So do some of your last deadheading on the roses you want to exhibit about 
the first week in August.  Everyone that wants to exhibit will need to register with the 
fair.  We do hope that a good number of rosarians do plan to exhibit so we can “flood” 
the place with blooms and show the folks at the fair that we really do love to have the 
opportunity to exhibit there!  Hopefully more shows would be great! 
Q – My neighbor was just putting down some mulch in his garden.  I do that in the fall 
for winter protection, but what good will it do now?
A – A couple of inches of mulch now is beneficial in a variety of ways, as it adds 
organic (slow release nitrogen) matter, helps keep the soil temperature even, cuts 
down on weeds, and slows the loss of moisture to evaporation. You've heard it before 
- mulch for weed control, mulch for water retention, mulch to keep roots warm in the 
winter and cool in the summer.  With the hot weather we have been having, whatever 
we can do to help our roses retain the moisture they have will aid in their survival.

POINT DEFIANCE PARK ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Keith Ripley ARS Consulting Rosarian

Wow, it has been so hot lately—do we really need more proof that our climate is 
changing?  I think that 110 to 112 degrees in the Tacoma area on July 1st might just 
be the tipping-point of proof.  However, roses in the gardens at Pt. Defiance have very 
little browning or leaf curl that often accompanies drought like conditions.   Steve 
Herbig our Park Horticulturist is giving just the right amounts of fertilizer and water to 
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bring out some of the brightest colors and largest structures of the rose blooms this 
season. He added that it might also have been the extra hard spring pruning his crew 
accomplished in March.  
To avoid some of the heat on July 1st TRS Deadheaders received 
an email from Barbara Lind the night before urging us to come at 
10:00 AM the next morning.  Seven members showed up and all 
were thankful we came to work before the temperature climbed to 
where it was too hot to do any work out in direct sunlight.  Before 
we left at noon, we had deadheaded quadrants 1 to 3 and part of 
4.  Now, for the rest of the deadheading season, which extends 
thru Thursday September 9th, if it is predicted to be around 85 
degrees by 4:PM on any Thursday, please come and join us - if 
you can - by 10:00 AM.   
We really do need each one of our members that can come 
deadhead with us as our numbers for the past 4 Thursdays have been down by about 
4 volunteers each session.  If you can’t come for the usual two-hour party, we would 
appreciate even one hour.  Perhaps you do not come because you do not think you 
are very good at performing the deadheading procedure itself.  Well, you are not alone 
in that thinking.  However, if you work along with one of our Consulting Rosarians, 
they will teach you all you all you need to know about deadheading roses in only a 
session or two.  I can guarantee you that you will enjoy the learning process and you 
will walk away will a skill-set that will also help you enjoy taking better care of your 
own roses at home.  Also, if you are physically not able to help with deadheading 
roses at the park, please support our efforts by coming to see and smell the beautiful 
roses we have been tending to for many years.    

COMING SOON - TWO ROSE SHOWS AT THE 2021 WASHINGTON 
STATE FAIR - “LET’S FLOOD THE FAIR WITH ROSES!” 

     Credit goes to John Moe for this great way of expressing a goal we should all 
embrace.  To get back toward the “old normal” of four rose shows at the Washington 
State Fair we need to demonstrate to The Fair that we can and will produce great 
displays of roses for their shows. So, keep watering your roses and do your 
deadheading with an eye to showing/sharing your September blooms at one (or both) 
of the two rose shows planned for the 2021 Fair.  
     The rose shows will be held on Sunday, September 12 and Sunday, September 19, 
2021.  John Moe and I (Bruce Lind) have 
been asked to organize the judging and 
educational tables for the Fair this year 
and the plan is for these activities to 
proceed as they have at the most recent 
Fair in 2019.  If you will be new to 
showing roses this year, Barbara Lind 
has prepared a step-by-step outline of 
what you need to do, in advance of the 
Fair opening, to make your experience 
at a Fair Rose Show as stress free as 
possible.  Give it a try - you will have a 
great time!  Read on …

WASHINGTON STATE FAIR ROSE SHOWS
TO ENTER YOUR ROSES YOU MUST REGISTER BY AUG 30

HOW TO REGISTER 
In order to enter your roses at The Fair, you must register by August 30.  (If you are 
having trouble registering you can contact Carol Thieman, Floral Director at 
253-212-7942.  The number for the Floral Building is 253-841-5211.) If you do not 
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have access to a computer, you can arrive at the Fair gate with your roses and register 
when you enter the Floral Building.
To register, go to theFair.com.  Choose Events Calendar. From the main headings, 
choose “Get Involved”.  Then choose “Enter a Competition”.  Go down the list and 
choose ‘Floral”.  Then go down to page 4 which has the Registration Instructions. 
Choose ONLINE ENTRY REGISTRATION
SIGN IN in the upper right hand corner, select the Sign In button
I am a - Choose a type - Exhibitor
First and last name
Choose  I am a new exhibitor or have yet to register this year. Continue
Enter your password from before or create a password. Continue
Fill in the rest of the needed information.
Continue and confirm the information you have entered. Continue
Department - choose a department - Floral Pre-registration
Choose a Division - 001 Pre-registration
Add entry to cart
Continue to review
Checkout
Fill inYES to the “I agree” statement and Submit
Print detailed report. Also email a copy of my receipt to your email address
It is important to have the printed registration.  You may be asked to show it when you 
arrive at the Fair with your roses.  If you are an exhibitor, entry to the Fair is free!
     Entries are accepted from 6am to 8:45am.  When you arrive at the Floral 
Building, you need to check in at the desk near the entrance.  There you will show 
your registration information, get an exhibitor number and entry tags.  The entry tags 
are two pages.  Enter your exhibitor number, the Division number (Sept 12 is 533, 
Sept 19 is 534), class # and variety depends on the rose you are entering.  Exhibitor’s 
name - we usually use small mailing address labels on both pages but you can enter 
your name here. Before putting the entry tag on the vase (provided), tear off the first 
page.  Fold the second page so it covers your name and use a paper clip (provided) to 
close it.  Put your roses that are ready to enter at the front of your table and someone 
will put your roses in the correct spot. When you have entered all your roses, gather 
up the pile of “first pages” and put them in order by class number. Paper clip them 
together and hand them to the person at the front desk.     
     It is a good idea to print out the “schedule” for the Rose Shows.  Going back to Get 
involved, Enter a competition and Floral, choose Rose Show. The schedule is on 
pages 16-18.  There will also be reference copies of the schedule on the setup tables.

2021 PIERCE COUNTY FAIR
 HILL & DALE DISTRICT OF GARDEN CLUBS

OPEN CLASS FLOWER SHOW
“Join the Flower Fun in 21”

Exhibit Hours
August 12-14     10 am to 9 pm
August  15        10 am to 6 pm
Show Chairman: Kathy Johnson  253-847-4933  Show Co-Chairman: Sherry 
Matthews 253-845-2555 
Fair grounds located at 21718 Meridian E, Graham 98338
Entries are open to all amateur gardeners and arrangers. 
PLEASE PRE REGISTER ON LINE at  http://piercecountyfair.fairentry.com by 
August 6th, and your entry cards will be preprinted and ready for you on Wed August 
11th. If you need help entering into Fair Entry, staff members will be available on 
August 9th&10th to assist you. HAND WRITTEN ENTRIES WILL ALSO BE TAKEN.  

Bring all entries to the Floral Building, Wednesday, August11th from 1:00 to 
7:00pm. Please enter as early as possible. 
(For a show schedule and more details, go to piercecountyfair.com, Get Involved, 
Open Classes, scroll down to Hill & Dale Floral Show.
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I’ll tell you one more **** thing ….      Bruce Lind, Master Rosarian
TRS members have been VERY busy since the last issue of 
the QH. We have had open gardens (JO & Cliff, Elena and 
Ava), the resumption of Deadheading at the Pt. Defiance Park 
Rose Garden and, of course, all the work and fun in our own 
gardens that keep us well supplied with great sights and 
scents.  We hope to see more of what is going on in your 
garden as you post to the TRS “2021 TRS Rose Show and 
Tell” website via woodbox.  Steve Mitchell just shared the 
current stats today; “Just a quick update as of today.  115 
entries & 1228 views of our fabulous roses . . . with 5 weeks to 
go.   ✴  Nice work everyone!  ✴” 

Our June TRS Zoom Meeting featured a program on floral 
design using roses presented by Jo Martin and Keith Ripley.  
They created a sense of awe in us and, they hope, inspired us to try our hand at 
using our roses in designs that are traditional or ultra modern.  Practice often and 
share your results with all of us in the “2021TRS Rose Show and Tell.” Developing 
the confidence necessary to share your roses with friends and family in the form of a 
rose arrangement is creating a life skill well worth whatever time it takes.  Everyone 
who receives one of your creations will feel just a bit closer and so very special!

We hope to see you at the Picnic at John Moe’s on August 15 and also at the Fair 
Rose Shows on September 12 and/or September 19.  And let’s not forget our weekly 
sessions in the Pt. Defiance Park Rose Garden.  It is great to do things together!

One Thursday afternoon 
these musicians played in 

the gazebo for 2 hours!  
Wonderful!

Floral Building
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‘The Impressionist’

‘Soaring Spirits’

‘R. Multiflora’

Jo & Cliff  Martin’s 
garden

Ava Brock’s garden



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Barbara & Bruce Lind 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers 
President 
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821 
1st VP & Show Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
2nd VP & Program Chair 
John Moe  253-350-7241 
Secretary 
Steve Mitchell 253-459-4116 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
Board Members 
Victoria O’Neill 253-391-0046 
Noah Cornick - 206-733-0294 
Malcolm Davis 253-861-7158 
Justin Williams-Ruth 206-889-7919 
Ava Brock 253-381-4862 
Past President 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968 
Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857  
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603 
Gracie Baker, 253-851-5154 
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Consulting Rosarian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Artistic Director 
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833 
Door Prizes Chair 
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152 
Sunshine Chair 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg 
Social Media 
Noah Cornick - 206-733-0294

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians 
(* = Master Rosarian) 

Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152, Gig Harbor
Andy Bergsagel, 310-909-6904, Bremerton
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Sally Eastman, 206-931-7474, Poulsbo
Faith Gant*, 425-985-9871 North Bend
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-350-7241, Federal Way
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton

http://www.tacomarosesociety.org
mailto:smitcher@gmail.com

