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Queen’s Herald

JUNE ZOOM MEETING - THURSDAY, JUNE 17
“FLORAL DESIGN WITH JO AND KEITH”

    Our Zoom meeting this month will feature Jo Martin and Keith Ripley conducting a 
“workshop” on Floral Designs featuring roses. Jo Martin has been educating and 
inspiring TRS members with her “live” presentations on the creation of rose 
arrangements for half a century.  In the last decade Keith Ripley has been transformed 
from being Jo’s beginning student to the Master Designer he is today.  Jo will show us, 
as only she can, how to create a traditional mass design and Keith, an expert in 
modern and abstract design, will demonstrate the construction of a stunning  design 
that requires far fewer roses.  This workshop will feature videos filmed as the designs 
are being constructed.  These videos will be followed by a Q & A session and a 
powerpoint presentation featuring designs from earlier rose shows.  You don’t want to 
miss it!  Jo and Keith hope you will be inspired to make your own designs and share 
the results in our 2021 “Rose Show and Tell.” 
     Before the featured program, Bruce Lind will talk about what to do in your garden 
this month.  Please have your questions ready!  We miss you and hope to see you at 
our June TRS meeting.
     Invitations to the Zoom meeting will be going out closer to June 17,2021.  Please 
put the meeting date and time on your calendar.  We look forward to seeing you 
there.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
RON BRYAN

     As I write this month’s message, I’m sitting on my front porch enjoying tons of 
flowers on this day, Memorial Day Monday. You will find elsewhere in this issue of the 
Queen’s Herald information about the 2021 Tacoma Rose Society “Rose Show and 
Tell.”  TRS is doing another rose show-and-tell in lieu of an in-person rose show this 
year.  I’m looking forward to seeing what other folks are growing, and I’ll be taking 
some pictures of the nicest blooms in my garden to share with you all.  We have a 
theme this year – Roses of Remembrance.  We are encouraging folks to feature 
pictures of flowers in their garden that are planted to honor the memory of another 
person.  
     Gardens themselves are often memorials to people and places we hold dear.  I 
have previously shared a picture of myself in my grandmother’s rose garden some 50 
years ago.  Her garden was much like her person – orderly, sturdy, no-nonsense.  I 
grow a number of roses in my garden that she grew in hers.  There is Mr. Lincoln and 
John F. Kennedy – beautiful roses that honor presidents she admired.  And I have 
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Fragrant Cloud – she was fond of roses in colors of coral, orange, lavender.  Her 
garden was my formative experience in growing roses, so everything I have 
grown is in a way a remembrance of her. Thank you, Norma Bryan for passing on 
to me your appreciation of roses.  
     As things with the pandemic improve, we are all returning to the routines and 
activities that we have been missing the last year.  I was out at Point Defiance 
Rose Garden recently – it’s looking great.  Go visit soon if you haven’t been in a 
while. And read Keith Ripley’s article below for information on returning to Point 
Defiance rose garden to participate in dead-heading the rose beds.  We will have 
a sign-in for all volunteers, and we will follow current protocols for safety.  I’m 
excited about seeing folks and getting back to “normal.”  
Until then, I wish everyone a happy June.  Take care of yourselves, with best 
regards, Ron.

Thoughts for the Discouraged Rose Grower 
I have on my shelf a little book called Riley Farm-Rhymes, published originally in 
1883, my copy being from the 1901 printing.  On the frontispiece it says “Inscribed 
with all grateful esteem to the good old-fashioned people.” One can only imagine 
how old fashioned these old fashioned people would have been to have been 
considered old fashioned in 1901.  At any rate - I found a poem that I thought 
others in TRS might appreciate – so here is an excerpt from a poem entitled 

       “Thoughts for the Discouraged Farmer.”
Then let us, one and all, be contentud with our lot;
The June is here this morning, and the sun is shining hot.
Oh! let us fill our harts up with the glory of the day,
And banish ev’ry doubt and care and sorrow fur away!
Whatever be our station, with Providence fer guide,
Sich fine circumstances ort to make us satisfied;
Fer the world is full of roses, and the roses full of dew,
And the dew is full of heavenly love, that drips for me and you! 

~Ron Bryan
President, Tacoma Rose Society  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – JUNE 13, 2021 – 1-4 p.m.
Address:  1801 N. Bristol Street, Tacoma, WA 98406.

Cliff and Jo Martin invite you to visit their rose garden on June 13 from 1-4 p.m. 
This outdoor event will require all attendees to wear a mask (even though fully 
vaccinated). Hand sanitizer will be available and appropriate spacing will be urged 
while touring the garden of 180 roses.  Please sign the guest book.
Parking available on N. Defiance St. as well as N. Bristol. If inclement weather, 
bring an umbrella, if you wish. For more information: 253-752-5857.

OUR ROSES WANT TO SEE YOU! 
     We are excited to have you visit our rose garden. A bit of history follows.
     We moved into our home on 1801 N Bristol Street almost 50 years ago. There 
was very little landscaping and just the beginning of a fence. Cliff got busy and 
built the entire fencing to match and planned the barren backyard into a 
landscape for roses, rhododendrons, 
camellias, peonies, hydrangeas, numerous 
perennials and bulb flowers and his beautiful 
lawn. Our garden was not professionally 
planned, but evolved through trial and error. It 
is ever-changing.
     Because Jo loves and judges roses, Cliff 
built raised rose beds for most of the garden 
and amended the soil which was mostly 
hardpan and rocks. Numerous roses have 
lived in Jo’s rose garden throughout the years, 
but at present there are only 180 bushes.  Our 
collection includes 82 hybrid teas, 20 

Some of the roses the 
Kileys have donated.

‘Andrea Steltzer’ 
Hybrid tea, light pink
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‘Baron Prevost’ 
H. Perpetual, med pink

‘Belle Story’ 
English-style, light pink

‘Bill Warriner’ 
Floribunda, orange pink
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grandifloras, 17 floribundas, 20 shrubs, David Austins and 
ground cover roses, 6 climbers, 2 old garden roses, 1 
polyantha, 1 Kordesii, 27 miniature and 4 miniflora roses.  
     We went through many trials. In the beginning we used 
soaker hoses to irrigate the roses, but that wasn’t 
successful or efficient. If the soaker hose was buried with 
mulch, it could be cut by accident and often was. Later, 
Cliff put in an automatic watering system with small water 
emitters to each bush that has worked beautifully. Roses 
get a daily watering of approximately 15 minutes from late 
spring through fall when the rains take over. 
     For years, we had very few problems. We often 
received notes from gracious people thanking us for 
providing roses for their enjoyment. Then, about 10 years 
ago, DEER found our roses and it was WAR!   Again, 
handy Cliff erected a deer netting 7’ high fencing to keep 
our roses safe. It works like a charm and wasn’t 
expensive. The netting is almost invisible and does not 
detract from the beauty of the roses.
All of our roses have name tags. We see passersby 
reading the names. Maybe they will purchase a rose like 
that for themselves. We like to be good stewards of the 
rose.  We started with various name tags (venetian blinds, 
cut to fit and labeled with black marker, plastic knives, etc.) 
until we found Harlane name tags which I understand 
Wendy Tilley of Vancouver, WA now sells. They weather 
better than any we have tried and do not crack or break after years of use.
     As for spraying, Cliff has handled that all these years, too, but the time has come 
to try a Professional Spray Service. Our first spray was in May and it took care of the 
aphid infestation along Westgate Blvd. We do not know how many more years we will 
have with this house and garden, but wishful thinking, the new owners will be people 
who love roses. Please come visit!    Jo and Cliff Martin
*Masks will be required as well as social distancing according to protocol.

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
John Moe, Master Rosarian

Q – I like to walk around the garden every day if I can, but the other day I saw a 
couple of bushes had what looked like a frothy white mass like soap bubbles.   I had 
never seen this before and was wondering what it was and 
what to do about it.
A – What you see is the froth or spittle that the immature 
spittlebugs (nymphs) use to hide in when they feed on plant 
tissue.  And yes, there are one or more of them inside that 
froth!  To check (if you want), you can gently get them out for 
a look see, and then squish with your fingertips if you want.  
They pierce the plant stems and suck plant juices, and can 
stunt some plants, but the damages are minimal, and they 
can be picked or washed off with a forceful stream of water.  
The spittle serves multiple purposes in that it; protects from 
predators, insulates them from extreme temperature, and 
prevents them from dehydrating.  The spittle protects the insects from chemicals.  
Fortunately, insecticides are rarely, if ever needed. 

Q – I see a few buds on a bush that have a small hole bored into them.  One of them 
had started to open, and I can see that there are holes in the petals and some 
browning on the edges of the petals. What is causing this?
A – You have some obnoxious pests in your garden - thrips! Thrips is singular and 
plural.  One insect is a thrips as are a hundred that I hope you don’t have!  Their 
damage is often observed before the thrips are seen.  Very small – 1 mm (1/20”), but 

PAGE 3

‘Colorific’ 
Floribunda, orange blend 

‘Crescendo’ 
Hybrid tea, pink blend

‘Comte de Chambord’ 
Portland, pink blend

‘Dicky’ 
Floribunda, orange pink
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can cause a lot of damage, as they hide inside buds and 
blooms and feed by sucking sap from the petals.  When that 
bud opens, you will see a hole in every petal!  They can be on 
all blooms, but the damage is easier to see on the lighter 
colored ones.  Thrips can float with the wind from flower to 
flower, where they feed on both pollen and plant sap.  Female 
thrips lay their eggs in the damaged bloom where they quickly 
hatch.  In a few days they drop to the ground and complete 
their transformation to winged adults in the soil and start the 
process over.  Life cycle from egg to adult can be as short as 
14 days in warm periods – up to 8 cycles a year.  What you 
can do is to remove the buds with the bored holes and spent 
blooms from the plant promptly and to destroy them along 
with the thrips inside. Keep doing this and hopefully break the 
cycle.  Avoid using an insecticide if you can as it also kills the 
good insects.  If you chose to do so, select the least toxic and 
always follow the label directions.

Q – I have been watering all of my roses regularly, but I see in 
one bed some wilting of the leaves.  All of my beds have good 
morning sun and have basically had the same care, but this 
wilting bothers me.  Should I water this bed more? Your 
thoughts?
A – Wilting of the leaves bothers most rosarians; however 
there are some things you can do to understand and lessen 
the problem.  When a rose is under stress to move liquids 
from the roots up thru the canes and stems to the leaves and 
blooms, and it just can’t keep up, you will see wilting.  Hot 
weather often gets the stress started but other factors often add to it.  Sometimes 
there are too many leaves for the root structure, which in hot weather will give you 
wilt.  There might not be enuf organics in the soil in that bed and the water just soaks 
down thru before the roots can pick it up.  What you might try first in that bed is to do a 
simple drainage test.  Take a coffee can, cut off both ends, push it down an inch in the 
bed and fill with water.  If the water is gone in less than hour, you need to improve the 
water retention by adding some organics.  Then water this bed well, wait and see if 
that will ease off the wilting.

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian

     On my way to the Rose Garden at Pt. Defiance Park last Friday I first stopped at 
the Pagoda to support several friends who were implementing and managing the 
Annual Iris Show there.  The educational and floral exhibits were 
well executed and exquisite.  The color pallets were so exciting 
and the flowers so fragrant I imagined that I could almost taste 
the yellow, pink or purple bubblegum flavors of my childhood.  
After leaving the Pagoda, I stopped by the Iris Garden where I 
took a couple of photos of two large Bearded Irises and spoke 
briefly with several members of the Iris Society who were out 
enjoying the sunny weather and doing some iris deadheading. 
     When I entered the Rose Garden there were over 24 people in 
various sizes of small groups.   Only one couple off by 
themselves were not wearing face masks.  Here, as 
planned, I met up with Steve Herbig, Horticulturist to 
discuss the requirements for TRS volunteers to return to 
deadheading roses at the park starting Thursday June 
24.   Steve was very happy to be having us back and 
presented me with an explanation of the requirements and 
said that he would be present at 4:00 PM on the 24th to 
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‘Elina’ 
Hybrid tea, light yellow 

‘Gemini’ 
Hybrid tea, pink blend

‘Fragrant Wave’ 
Floribunda, white 

‘Francis Meilland’ 
Hybrid tea, light pink 

‘Glamis Castle’ 
English-style, white
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explain them to our members that day.   
     Until further changes are forth-coming from our 
State Government, we must wear face coverings, meet 
in small groups while adhering to social distancing, 
frequent hand washing or sanitization and fill out 
individual contact tracing requirements each time we 
visit the rose garden to help with deadheading.  You will 
need a computer or smart phone to fill out the health 
questionnaire and contact tracing information.  I did a 
mock run of this procedure last week and it took me all 
of 2 minutes to fill in the answers and submit them.   
This should not be an overwhelming task for any of us 
to accomplish, because as a group, we are can-doers.  
     So, members please come to our first deadheading 
party in many months equipped to be comfortable and 
safe.  Wear sun-blocker, a wide-brimmed hat, suitable 
gardening shoes, face covering, and perhaps long 
sleeves to protect your arms from thorn scratches and 
sunglasses to help defer developing cataracts.  Don’t 
forget a sturdy pair of gloves and to bring pocket-sized 
hand sanitizer, tissues to blow your nose if you have 
outdoor allergies and a bottle of water as we are 
usually there from 4-6 PM and the hot sun can be 
drying.
     Then, for the tools of the trade: You will need a 
bucket to gather the spent blooms into and transport to 
the furnished 30 gal recycle cans.  Please bring 
recently sharpened hand pruners and loppers.  If you 
have one, bring a small pruning saw to use on cleaning 
up the crowns when needed.  Also, please bring a 
happy attitude and enjoy - being back!!

ROSE “SHOW AND TELL”
Steve Mitchell & Malcolm Davis

     We're getting ready for the annual rose show again starting in June.  Like last year, 
we're going to use WooBox online as a photo gallery to share our gardens, rose 
blooms, and arrangements.  During the WooBox entry process, there are some sizing 
rules for submitting your fabulous rose photos, so let's go over those here in 
preparation for this Wednesday, June 9 when we go live at 
4pm.
     All entries are 'auto-approved', which means that your 
submission through the form will become an entry and be 
visible in the gallery of 30 pictures per page on our Woobox 
site at www.WooBox.com/G52HD9 .
     Photo formats that can be displayed in the WooBox gallery 
include:  JPEG, JPG, PNG, & GIF.
Image sizing:  1250 pixels X 1250 pixels max.  1000 X 1000 is 
the minimum for good image resolution.  (These sizings are 
driven by the social media providers such as Facebook & 
Twitter and are becoming 'normal' for most web use, like our 
TRS site.)
File sizing for an upload:  1 MB max, which is very dense in a 
1250 px square image.  This helps with the transmission speed.
Useful online resources for adjusting and saving a photo before submitting it:  
To change the image size:  www.simpleimageresizer.com/
To reduce the file size:  www.simpleimageresizer.com/image-compressor
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‘Golden Celebration’ 
English-style, deep yellow

‘Grande Amore’ 
Hybrid tea, medium red

‘Innocence’ 
Miniature, white

‘Hannah Gordon’ 
Floribunda, pink blend

‘Helen Naude’ 
Hybrid tea, white

‘South Africa’
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To convert another format to JPG or PNG:  www.simpleimageresizer.com/online-
image-converter
The Bruce Lind Hack:  Email your image to yourself.  During the process you will be 
asked what size you want to send.  Pick 'medium' or ‘large’ to get a file size of 
around 1 MB, then save it on your desktop (or in a file) for your submission.
     I hope this helps you overcome the obstacles of sharing your rose garden photos 
during our 'Rose Show and Tell'.  If you have any questions about the process or the 
online resources, call one of your TRS friends who has already submitted a photo - 
or send an email to the TRS webmasters:  Steve is at Smitcher@gmail.com, and 
Malcolm is at Mallyd62@gmail.com.

Both are rose lovers like you - and will answer all inquiries about this process.

LOOKING BOTH WAYS - FORWARD AND BACKWARD
Bruce Lind, ARS Master Rosarian

   June is here and our rose gardens are coming into full bloom!  
Now is the time to start taking those garden and bloom photos for 
the TRS “Rose Show and Tell.”  Once the blooms start dropping 
their petals we can try out some propagation using the 
techniques discussed by John Moe in his excellent program at 
the May TRS meeting.  Whether you decide to use the old 
method based on a two gallon pot, some sterile potting mix, 
rooting hormone and a glass jar or to embrace a more high tech 
method with ‘root riot’ cubes, and a tray with a domed cover, 
John’s program has you covered!  If you missed the meeting or 
want a refresher as you start “cloning” your roses you can find 
John’s program on “Propagation with Softwood Cuttings” on the 
PNW District website - pnwdistrict.org.  Click on the menu that is titled “Rose Culture 
Articles” to find John’s program - both powerpoint and a set of presenter notes and 
enjoy learning/reviewing and then move on to DOING!  
   We do have a lot to look forward to but also something to look out for.  John taught 
us some great things to use but also started the process of educating us on the 
Japanese Beetles that have been seen in the Portland area for a few years and have 
been seen in several spots in the Grandview and Sunnyside areas of Washington.  
Check the Washington Department of Agriculture website for more information; 
agr.wa.gov/beetles.  If you spot a Japanese beetle try to capture it and photograph it.  
Share the location using the information on the website just mentioned.
    On to a new topic, another one with both good and bad news.  Beage and Jack 
Kiley are having to scale back the size of their rose garden.  The upside is that they 
have donated the roses they are parting with to the TRS.  As of now the roses have 
been dug out, potted and transported to the Tacoma area where they will receive a 
lot of TLC from their foster gardeners over the next several months.  TRS is a non-
profit educational organization and as John Moe pointed out in our latest TRS Board 
meeting we will all be learning about how easy or difficult it is to transplant roses in 
the heart of the growing season.  The foster gardeners will be sharing information 
with each other and at a later date we will compile and consolidate our conclusions.   
If we all do our best most if not all of the plants will survive and thrive.  All of the best 
of these plants will be available for an auction-style sale later in the year.  In the best 
of all possible scenarios that would be a potluck auction at our November meeting.  
Stay tuned for updates!
   Most of the images along the borders of this issue of the Queen’s Herald feature 
rose varieties that are among the plants donated by the Kileys.  A true feast for the 
eyes, and in some cases the nose as well.  The photo montage on page 7 is proof 
that the Kileys are looking good and enjoying their home rose garden.  All of the rose 
images on page 7 feature plants that are staying in the Kiley Rose Garden. As you 
can see, they have not stopped growing roses. Now head out into your garden, 
choose some of your own rose blooms or plants to photograph and get ready to 
enter in the 2021 TRS “Rose Show and Tell.”

‘James Mason’ 
H. Gallica, medium red

‘Liebeszauber’ 
Hybrid tea, dark red

‘Liverpool Echo’ 
Floribunda, orange pink

‘Love and Peace’ 
Hybrid tea, yellow blend
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Beage & Jack Kiley

‘The Impressionist’

‘Soaring Spirits’ ‘Fourth of  July’ &  
‘Watercolors’

‘Pink Home Run’

‘Simplicity’

‘South Africa’

‘Kimberlina’

‘Rosa Macrantha’

‘Savoy Hotel’

‘R. Multiflora’



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Barbara & Bruce Lind 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers 
President 
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821 
1st VP & Show Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
2nd VP & Program Chair 
John Moe  253-350-7241 
Secretary 
Steve Mitchell 253-459-4116 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
Board Members 
Victoria O’Neill 253-391-0046 
Noah Cornick - 206-733-0294 
Malcolm Davis 253-861-7158 
Justin Williams-Ruth 206-889-7919 
Ava Brock 253-381-4862 
Past President 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968 
Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857  
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603 
Gracie Baker, 253-851-5154 
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
Consulting Rosarian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Artistic Director 
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833 
Door Prizes Chair 
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152 
Sunshine Chair 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg 
Social Media 
Noah Cornick - 206-733-0294

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians 
(* = Master Rosarian) 

Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152, Gig Harbor
Andy Bergsagel, 310-909-6904, Bremerton
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Sally Eastman, 206-931-7474, Poulsbo
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-350-7241, Federal Way
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton

http://www.tacomarosesociety.org
mailto:smitcher@gmail.com

