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Queen’s Herald

MARCH 18, 2021 MEETING - 7PM
“SPECIES ROSES: 

ORIGINS, TYPES & CHARACTERISTICS"
DR. GARY RITCHIE

     Our Zoom meeting this month will be presented by TRS member Gary Ritchie.  His 
program will deal with the origin of species roses in time and place, classification and 
nomenclature of the different types of species roses, and a bit about their anatomical 
and genetic characteristics.  It will be very interesting and informative.  You don’t want 
to miss it!
     I will be sending out invitations to the Zoom meeting closer to the date.  Please put 
the meeting date and time on your calendar.  We look forward to seeing you there.

TRS PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Ron Bryan

     It is a balmy Sunday, the last day of February 2021, and as I write these words, 
spring feels like it is just around the corner.  Except for a few snowy days in mid-
February it has been a relatively mild winter here in South Tacoma – even the 
geraniums on the front porch have weathered through just fine.  I’m seeing little English 
Daisies in my lawn, camelias are blooming, and the roses are all sprouting tender new 
growth.  Yes, Spring is all but here, and I am thrilled for it.  I have several new roses in 
the ground – an impulse purchase from a visit to Portland Avenue Nursery, and I have a 
couple more coming via mail order.  I think the mild winter will mean a great rose 
season!    
     The February Tacoma Rose Society meeting was well attended, with 36 members 
joining in on the Zoom call.  It was nice to see many familiar faces, and also meet a 
couple new TRS members joining us for their first meeting.  Our presenter, Baldo 
Villegas, of Sacramento Rose Society, spoke about spring pruning.  Mr. Villegas, a 
noted entomologist and prolific rosarian, talked about his method of pruning “from the 
bottom up.”  He shared tips on favored tools, and great photos of some of his favorite 
roses from among the more than 2,000 roses he tends in his garden.  He also assured 
us that pruning is an on-going task that should be undertaken throughout the year, not 
just in the fall and spring.  With 2,000 bushes to prune, you can imagine it would take a 
full year!   As much as we look forward to being able to meet in person again, one 
benefit of meeting via Zoom is the ability to feature speakers from other parts of the 
country who otherwise might not be able to join us.  We will continue to meet on Zoom 
at least through the summer.  When it is safe to do so, we will hold in-person meetings. 

UPCOMING EVENTS


TRS March 2021 Meeting 
Via Zoom 

Thursday, March 18, 7pm 

TRS Board Meeting 
Via Zoom 

Monday, March 22, 7pm

Seattle Sunrise Crown Princess Margareta Baronne Prevost Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society

Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for 

Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden

  

TRS President 
Ron Bryan
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But until then, please do join in on the monthly Zoom calls – we will continue to 
feature informative presentations to help keep you at the top of your rose game.  

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY
  PROGRAM INTEREST SURVEY - 2021

We would like our Society programs to be educational and helpful for all our
members.  Help us out by telling us about your interests.  Please email me your
6 choices.  Would appreciate if you could respond ASAP.

Program Choices – pick 6 programs you would like us to offer this year.

To make it easy, you can just list the 6 numbers of the programs you select.  
My email address is mjmoe@seanet.com
Thanks, John Moe, Program Chair

Ask the Consulting Rosarian
John Moe, Master Rosarian

Q – A year or so ago I won a tool from the door prize 
table that I recall was called a Homi. I must confess 
that I hadn’t used it much as I really didn’t understand 
its purpose.  I saw it in the garage recently and was 
wondering if you could tell me more about it and how to 
use it? 
A – What you have is called a Ho-Mi, a traditional hand 
made Korean farm and garden tool that has been a 
standard for 5,000 years, so I guess it’s time-tested!  
What can you use your Ho-Mi for?  “Any gardening 
task that you do on your hands and knees” is a simple 
way to answer that question!  The curve of the pointed 
blade allows soil to be thrown to the side like a plow, and 
the edges can be used to level, mound, and loosen soil and cover seeds.  Great 
for weeding, digging holes, opening and closing rows, loosening soil around plants, 
and thinning plants.   It resembles a small plow and is used by pulling towards you.  
Often called the EZ-Digger, it is available at on-line garden shops from $19 – $32.  

Check the large local Korean markets, like Boo-Han 
or H-Mart where I picked up mine for about $5. 

Q – Another of your tips that I haven’t done yet is to 
sit down and review the performance of my roses 
last season.  I know there were some that were 
disappointing, but I just hate to get rid of them.  
Advice?

More new roses for 2021

‘Little Queen’ 
Miniflora, pink blend
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‘Hot Prince’ 
Hybrid tea, red blend

‘Ring of Fire’ 
Hybrid tea, orange blend

‘Liz’s Charm’ 
Hybrid tea, mauve

1.  Building rose beds
2.  Soil prep & maintenance
3.  Weeds – ID and control 
4.  Fertilizing
5.  Sprayers & spraying
6.  Watering systems
7.  Pruning - seasonal
8.  Climbers – How to grow/prune
9.  Moving/transplanting a rose
10.  Supports for climbers
11.  Hybridizing
12.  Propagating from cuttings

13.  Insects
14.  Diseases
15. Deer Protection
16. Rose botany (technical stuff)
17.  Container growing
18.  Mulches (Tagro, MooDoo, etc.)
19.  Winter protection
20.  Exhibiting
21.  Arrangements
22.  Photography
23.  Rose crafts/dying roses
24.  Other, please list it 

Ho-Mi
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A – To give you one view on this one – I will refer to a snippet from Howard Walter’s 
Rosarian Ramblings, which appeared in his January 1988 column in the American 
Rose.  In there he writes, “Nostalgia and Sympathy have no place in the rose garden.  
If a bush doesn’t put out, pull it out.  Poor producers take as much (or more) time to 
feed, spray and coax into bloom as vigorous roses.  If there’s no clear diagnosis and 
all treatments have failed, get rid of it.  You’ll enjoy the really good roses that much 
more, and there’s always next year for an old favorite.”  I realize that there are many 
that would not agree with him and keep trying (as I often do), but in the final analysis 
he is right.  We have spent a lot of time messing with some long after they should 
have been shovel pruned! 

Q – I am a newbie to the rose growing world, but I did get a few roses last fall and 
mulched them as you suggested.  There is a bit of winter dieback and I will be pruning 
them soon, but I will leave the mulch alone for a bit.  Now I see that there is some 
new red growth poking up through the mulch around some of the bushes.  Are these 
those dreaded ‘suckers’ that I have heard about?  What should I do? Should I just rip 
them off?
A – No! No! No! What you are seeing are most likely new basals, or new canes. This 
is a good sign that your bush is alive and ready to get growing for the season.  But 
this new growth is very tender, and you can easily damage them if you are not careful.  
One of the first things to do is to very carefully remove the mulch so you can get a 
good look at your bush and see where this new growth is coming from.  However, if 
you get carried away with a shovel or a trowel you can easily break them off.  A good 
way to avoid damage is to use a hose and gently wash away the mulch so as not to 
disturb the new growth.  Either that or get in there with your fingers and carefully 
move the mulch away.  There could be some suckers, so check to see if any of that 
new growth is coming from below the bud union.  If so, it is a sucker and should be 
taken off.  Do this down as low as you can so you can remove it all. 

ECO-FRIENDLY FLORAL MECHANICS VS. FLORAL FOAM
Jo Martin, Master Rosarian

     In following up on last month’s discussion with the 
problems of using the popular floral foam such as Oasis, one 
wonders what better choices might be available to hold and 
stabilize roses and other plant materials in an arrangement. 
As noted before, floral foam has been banned in the UK; for 
one reason, it is not very biodegradable and for another, it 
contains formaldehyde. At this point, floral foam has not been 
banned in the US, and some companies are trying to devise 
a more eco-friendly product. However, in any case, if one 
desires to be more environmentally friendly, there are a 
number of methods that can substitute for floral foam.      
     We take a look back in history and find that various methods of stabilizing flowers 
in arrangements date back to the 16th century in France. The Japanese depend on 
the use of kenzans in Ikebana which probably date back centuries, as well.    
     Terminology is interesting. One hears the terms ‘floral frogs’, ‘pin frogs’ or just plain 
‘frogs’ and wonders at the derivation. Perhaps the term ‘frog’ was used since frogs 
love water, are rather low to the ground and sturdy. Just a thought!     
     These ‘frogs’ are still available in commerce, but more likely found at estate sales 
and antique stores. Types differ as well as the various materials from which they are 
made. Vintage domed or flat frogs are made of clear or tinted heavy glass with holes 
for stems. Frogs can be made of ceramics, plastics, or metals such as stainless steel, 
lead or brass and come in natural metal, green, black, or clear. Some small 
containers are even fitted with a permanent needle point ‘frog’.    
     Another useful type of floral mechanic is called the “cage” which is made of heavy 
metal and sturdy enough to hold larger stems of roses and branches.  Another 
mechanic which is harder to find is a wire or “metal hair pin” frog. It holds the stems 
securely, but has less weight than the cage type.
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‘Vibrant Vonnie’ 
Hybrid Tea 

‘Pilgrim Maid’ 
Hybrid tea, white

‘Kristin Singer’ 
Hybrid tea, light pink

‘Lauren Leigh’ 
Hybrid tea, pink blend



   MARCH, 2021                                                                                                                                                        

     Kenzans are probably the best mechanic to use and are available online or in 
Asian stores. They come in a variety of sizes and shapes from tiny to huge and are a 
good investment, as they can be used repeatedly. I like kenzans fitted in a cup as they 
provide a water source as well as having weight. HINT: when using a kenzan in a 
shallow container, be sure both the kenzan bottom and container are clean and dry. 

Using floral clay that comes 
in a roll, take a strip about 
the circumference of the 
kenzan and roll it with 
warm hands to make a 
‘snake’. Adhere this clay 
snake to the bottom edge 
(not middle) of the kenzan 
and press it firmly. When 
attaching the kenzan to 
the container, press down 
firmly and then twist it ¼ a 
turn to make it stay put. Do 
not reuse floral clay. 
Removing a kenzan takes 
skill. I use warm water in 
the container and after a 
while slowly move the 

needIe holder until it 
releases. Excess clay can be removed with a product called Goo Gone. I have seen 
many cases where needle points (kenzans) were not affixed properly and the whole 
arrangement fell over during a rose show.    
     Older, less efficient mechanics use sand, pebbles, gravel or marbles in the lower 
third of the vase. Pliable twigs like curly willow can be filled in the base providing a 
framework to hold flower stems.  Plant material like 
dusty miller, lady’s mantle and peiris japonica may be 
useful as a grid.    
     Chicken wire purchased at craft stores is 
malleable enough to be scrunched into a container 
and is useful in holding stems in place.  A cheap and 
easy method is to make a grid of scotch tape across 
the top of a container to hold stems. Something I 
have not tried but read about, is the use of shredded 
wood wool, excelsior that is used in packing delicate 
items. Untangle the fibers, insert in vase and it may 
hold the stems. At least, very biodegradable! More 
ideas coming in April.
Photo #1 – kenzans of various types – Jo Martin
Photo #2-   glass frogs, glass lid, use of marbles – 
Keith Ripley

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
   Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian

     Last Thursday was a warm 51 degrees out of doors and the 
blue sky was half full of brilliant-white billowy cumulus clouds.  
The beauty of it all was helping to lift some of the melancholy 
that I was feeling as I poured over the most recent political 
problems in our nation.  I knew I would even feel better if I took a 
drive to Point Defiance Park and took in the beauty of the rose 
gardens. So, off I went.    
     I entered the rose gardens from the west gate and just inside 
in the first raised bed a tuft of miniature Daffodils (Narcissus 
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‘Ruby’s Daughters 
Hybrid tea

‘The Iron Throne’ 
Floribunda, mauve

‘Code of Honor’ 
Floribunda, red blend

‘Soaring to Glory’ 
Floribunda, deep yellow

Some of Jo’s Kenzans

Some of Keith’s 
 mechanics
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‘Tete-a Tete’) greeted me in full bloom.  Even 
standing there, from a distance of six feet, I 
could smell their wonderful fragrance. In 
approaching the gazebo, I could see scores of 
miniature Daffodils showcasing the garden sign 
that TRS members worked so faithfully to get 
installed more than five years ago.  It was as 
beautiful as if it had just been installed last week.    
     In surveying the rose garden, I could see a 
plethora of new reddish and green colors 
bursting forth to announce that the rose bushes 

were very much alive and that Spring 
was nearly here. Then, looking near by 
and off in the distance I could see a lot 
of short white PVC pipes coming out of 
the ground in the rose beds.  
     Over the years, short pieces of 

construction ‘rebar’ have been placed 
between different varieties of the roses so that it was easier to count them when we 
take inventory.  The problem has been that our counts on occasion have not been very 
accurate because after the rebars 
have rusted it is more difficult to 
discern where they are.  Thank 
you, Steve Herbig and your 
crew, for coming up with this 
solution to help mitigate this 
problem.  Again, we thank Steve 
Herbig and his crew for doing 
such a fabulous hard prune 
again this year so that TRS 
members do not have to worry 
about not having a Spring 
pruning workday.    
     
     However, members, if you 
are in need of a little cheering 
up, take a ride out to the park 
and spend some time in our two rose 
gardens.  It’s good for the soul.  

PUYALLUP ROSE SOCIETY 
FERTILIZER AND ALFALFA MEAL

Please see the February Newsletter for more 
details.
Alfalfa Orders:  $8.00 per 25lb bag (easy to 
handle).. 
PRS Fertilizer:  $12.00 per 25lb bag (easy to 
handle).
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‘South Africa’ 
Grandiflora, deep yellow

‘The Mill on the Floss’ 
Shrub (Austin), medium pink

‘Earth Angel’ 
Floribunda, light pink

‘Summer Romance’ 
Floribunda, medium pink
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To place an order and arrange pick up or delivery, contact Greg Madsen, at 
253-219-3460, or email Greg at, greg@surelockinspects.com, or, contact Dan 
Simmons at 253-862-0423, or email Dan at puyalluprose@comcast.net, and ask if the 
products are still available.  Payment is check or money order made out to Puyallup 
Rose Society, or cash. 
     It is best to wait until the end of April for your first application of granular fertilizer.

THE MAGIC OF MULCH!
Bruce Lind, Master Rosarian

     A couple of years ago there was some serious 
damage to a number of canes on the ‘Francis 
Meilland’ roses in the bed near the Western gate 
into the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden.  Fortunately 
these roses had been mulched with shredded 
leaves in the late fall. In the image to the right you 
can see a rose with the mulch in place and then a 
close-up image of the same rose with the mulch 
removed.  You can see how the cold-damage 
stops just short of the base of the cane.  The 
bottom image shows the cane after removal of 
the damage. Note the beautiful ‘apple green’ color 
of the severely pruned cane.  The magic and the 
miracle of mulch!
    
     Mulch is a versatile tool for a gardener.  Mulch 
applied in the Spring can diminish the presence 
of weeds (weeds being weeds, we just can’t quite 
say eliminate the weeds), can help us conserve 
water, and can also give our beds a pleasing dark 
color as contrast to the brighter colors present in 
our rose plants.  Mulch applied in the fall will also 
help to control the weeds (the dang things grow 
all year long!) and also provide an insulating layer 
to protect the vital graft area of our rose plants.  

     If you live in a particularly cold area you will 
want to make sure your mulch layer extends 8” to 
12” above the ground level.  A good mulch should 
‘breathe’ and drain well so our roses do not end 
up spending the winter with wet feet.  The 
shredded leaves used at Pt. Defiance Park seem 
to work well.  Well composted cow manure and 
professionally composted plant material are also 
widely used and very effective.  Ask a Consulting 
Rosarian for a recommendation if you will be new 
to using mulch.

FEBRUARY ZOOM MEETING FEATURED  
“SPRING PRUNING BALDO VILLEGAS STYLE”

Bruce Lind, Master Rosarian

     TRS Program Chair John Moe arranged for a special speaker for the February TRS 
meeting and we are so glad he did.  Under normal circumstances (remember those) it 
would be much harder to have a speaker come to us from Northern California.  Using 

‘Moonlight in Paris’ 
Floribunda, apricot 

‘Joy’ 
Miniature, pink blend

‘Summer Splash’ 
Miniflora, orange blend

‘Cherry Frost’ 
Climbing Miniature, 

medium red
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Zoom this visit was easy (the pressure was all on TRS President Ron Bryan and Baldo) and 
really a lot of fun.  
Baldo is, as we now all know, a great speaker and knowledgeable about all aspects of rose 
growing.  His program was wide-ranging and featured excellent images to illustrate the 
topics of discussion.  The main topic was pruning, but insecticides, fungicides, herbicides - 
almost the entire panoply of pesticides were also discussed.  Mulch was a major topic of 
discussion and, of course, there was a show-and-tell about Baldo’s favorite tools.  It was 
great!  

I do want to go into some of the details, so let’s start with the central topic of pruning.  
Baldo’s primary principle is to work from the bottom of the bush toward the top.  He 
mentioned the usual list of thing to remove; dead canes, diseased canes, damaged canes, 
and (searching for a better d-word here) ‘deranged’ canes (those nasty canes that clog up 
the center of the bush.) Of course we need sharp, clean, by-pass pruners and loppers for 
this work.  We might need to call on a pruning saw for large diameter canes.  Baldo uses 
lysol spray to disinfect his tools before moving to the next bush. Baldo is aggressive on 
removal of canes that appear to be harboring fungal disease spores for rose canker, blackspot, and rust.  He also 
removes entire bushes with serious crown gall infections.   

Baldo grows 2000 plus roses on a lot of several acres in size, so for him pruning is quite literally a year-round process.  
This takes some of the pressure off - no need to make the “perfect” cut since you will return to this bush before too long. 
In his comments on pesticides Baldo (who is an entomologist) said he uses no insecticides, uses fungicides primarily 
on his potted roses, but does use pre-emergent herbicides to help the mulch with weed control. Also, a spray with 
horticultural oil helps to smother insect eggs. 

Baldo is definitely a tool person, and the selection he shared with us (visually) was a mix of the familiar and some that 
may become favorites of ours.  Tools for digging, weeding, pruning are things all gardeners need.  Some are multi-
purpose and others are just right for a special situation.  Baldo uses a tool like the Ho-Mi John Moe mentions in this 
month’s Q & A column.  They were of several sizes and handle lengths. Baldo also uses a variety of sickles for weed 
control and has replaced his traditional pruning saw with a battery powered sawzall.  He insists on pruners and loppers 
of the by-pass style like our Felco, Barnel, or Corona favorites, but his favorite brand is ARS.  These pruners are 
Japanese made and available is several different sizes.  Baldo swears by their rotating handle style and says that, 
under very hard use, he has not had to even sharpen his ARS pruners for more than three years.  Amazing!  Baldo 
uses fresh horse manure to mulch his garden, and this may explain the use of the pre-emergent herbicides. Oops! My 

space is gone, so I 
will stop for now.  Be 
sure to come to hear 
Gary Ritchie on 
March 18.  Gary is a 
special speaker and 
you will be in for 
another great treat.  
Please join us!

    Cindy Todd regularly visits the Point Defiance Rose Garden.  She shared 
these spring photos. 
    Here is Cliff Martin pruning his roses a couple of days after getting his 
second COVID-19 vaccine shot.



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Barbara & Bruce Lind 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers 
President 
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821 
1st VP & Show Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
2nd VP & Program Chair 
John Moe  253-350-7241 
Secretary 
Steve Mitchell 253-459-4116 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
Board Members 
Victoria O’Neill 253-391-0046 
Noah Cornick - 206-733-0294 
Malcolm Davis 253-282-9118 
Justin Williams-Ruth 206-889-7919 
Ava Brock 253-381-4862 
Past President 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968 
Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857  
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603 
Gracie Baker, 253-851-5154 
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
Consulting Rosarian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Artistic Director 
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833 
Door Prizes Chair 
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152 
Sunshine Chair 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg 
Social Media 
Noah Cornick - 206-733-0294

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians 
(* = Master Rosarian) 

Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152, Gig Harbor
Andy Bergsagel, 310-909-6904, Bremerton
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Sally Eastman, 206-931-7474, Poulsbo
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-350-7241, Federal Way
Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton

mailto:barbaralind@mac.com
http://www.tacomarosesociety.org
mailto:smitcher@gmail.com
mailto:barbaralind@mac.com
http://www.tacomarosesociety.org
mailto:smitcher@gmail.com

