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Queen’s Herald

FEBRUARY ZOOM MEETING - THURSDAY FEB 18, 7PM
“SPRING PRUNING YOUR ROSES”

BALDO VILLEGAS
     What a treat for us!  John Moe has arranged for us to have Baldo Villegas as our 
speaker this month.  Baldo is widely known as an expert on bugs that effect roses and 
other plants.  See his website Bugs and Roses Home Page www.sactorose.org for all 
you ever want to know about pests and diseases of the Rose Garden.  John saw 
Baldo’s talk about rose pruning recently and thought it was great.  Baldo has always 
done a superb job with his programs and we are really looking forward to hearing what 
he has to say.  Don’t miss this talk.
     Our Zoom meeting will open at 6:30 so we can chat before the meeting starts at 
7pm.  We look forward to seeing you there.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Ron Bryan

     Greetings from South Tacoma!  At the Tacoma Rose Society meeting of January 
21st, I introduced myself to those who were able to join in on the Zoom meeting, and I 
would like to do the same here.  I am relatively new to Tacoma and TRS, but I am 
enthusiastic about my community and our organization.  I arrived in Tacoma three 
years ago, where, after 10 years of condo life in Seattle, I am happy to again have 
some dirt to get my hands into.  Arriving in Tacoma I immediately sought out the Rose 
Society, as I had been involved in Tri-Valley Rose Society up in Snohomish county 
before moving to Seattle.  I have been serving as a member of the board of directors 
for two years now, and I am grateful for the opportunity to 
serve as President of Tacoma Rose Society this year! 
     In my presentation, I shared a pic of myself at about age 
two in my Grandmother’s rose garden in Benton City, 
Washington.  Her carefully tended garden was my 
introduction to the beauty of roses, and I am proud to 
continue in her footsteps.  I began planting gardens here at 
my new house the very week I moved in, and of course 
roses figure largely in the plantings.  I love a color palette 
of muted pinks, salmons, peach; I have to be conscientious 
to bring in other colors to have some variety!  I tend to like 
the romantic bloom forms of old garden roses and David 
Austin roses, and their casually elegant arching habit.  And 
again, I have to be conscientious to include some 
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specimens with nice stems as well!   I am not a great planner when it comes to my 
garden … I am more of the type to let the garden evolve organically, following my 
whim, and gradually a more complete vision materializes and takes shape.  I learn 
what does well, what does not, I learn just how big something actually grows, and I 
make changes accordingly.  My garden is young still but coming along well.  I look 
forward to being able to share it with folks some day! 
     As for plans for Tacoma Rose Society in 2021, we are still in the grip of the 
pandemic.  Above all we must protect the health and safety of our members and 
the public.  There are hopeful signs that things will improve, with vaccinations 
coming, but it will still very much be a concern this year.  Considering that, I do not 
anticipate TRS will host any public events this year. We will not have our March 
plant sale, or host pruning parties at Point Defiance Rose Garden, or host the 
Rose Show in June.  Since March of 2020 we have been using Zoom to conduct 
regular meetings and board meetings, and we will continue to do that.  There is 
also opportunity to focus on expanding our on-line and social media presence, and 
to continuing recruiting new members. We are waiving membership dues for 
2021 – it is a great time to join and find out what TRS has to offer!   We will have 
informative presentations in each of our Zoom meetings to continue our mission of 
education around rose cultivation.  Look forward to notable rosarians sharing their 
expertise; please do tune in for those.  We will resume in-person events when it is 
safe to do so, and we will follow the protocols recommended by the appropriate 
authorities in order to do so safely.  
My closing thought is that organizations like Tacoma Rose Society are about more 
than just roses.  The Queen of Flowers may be the shared interest that first brings 
us together, but it is the camaraderie and lifelong friendships wherein lies the true 
value of our group.  Organizations such as ours are essential for our individual 
quality of life and healthy communities. I cannot help but think that TRS, which 
was founded in 1911, has already survived one great pandemic more than a 
century ago, and we will survive this one!  
I am looking forward to 2021, and again I thank you for the opportunity to serve as 
your president.  

REMEMBERING MIKE PETERSON
John Moe, Master Rosarian

     We lost a very good friend and fellow rosarian 
recently with the passing of Mike Peterson. He was 
one of the top exhibitors in this area and a well-
respected rosarian who was well known for his 
knowledge of roses and rose care products.
     Mike was the Operations Manager for an 
agricultural supply company where we first met him.  
We were both members of the Valley Rose Society, 
which is no longer operating, at the time and where 
he later served as the President. 
     He joined the newly formed Puyallup Rose 
Society in 1993 where he served in most every 
position including as the President for three terms! At 
the PNW District level, he served for six years as the 
assistant District Director. 
     He has given talks at most of the local societies in 
the Puget Sound region on gardening, garden 

chemicals and miniature roses. Mike helped a lot of rosarians with his pH testing 
as he had some professional grade equipment.  
     Mike was very involved with Bill Wilson, another Puyallup and Tacoma member 
that we also lost last fall, with the rose shows at the Puyallup fair.  The four shows 
became ARS accredited shows thru their work and with the help of others, but both 
Mike and Bill made sure that apprentice judges had opportunities to judge them.
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     I know that some of you didn’t know Mike or Bill that well, but every time you pick 
up a bag of Puyallup fertilizer, just know that it was thru the efforts of these two 
rosarians back in 1993 that we still have this opportunity today.       
     Mike was appointed a Consulting Rosarian in 1999, a Master Rosarian in 2009, 
recognized with the ARS Bronze Medals from both the Valley and the Puyallup Rose 
Societies, and named both the Outstanding Consulting Rosarian and the Outstanding 
Judge for the Pacific Northwest District in 2017. And to cap it off, he received the ARS 
Silver Honor Medal just last fall in 2020. 
     He will be deeply missed by all who knew him and his lovely roses.  Our sincere 
condolences to Alexa and family.  

ARS BRONZE MEDAL AWARDED TO 
STEVE MITCHELL

     The  ARS Bronze Medal was created to allow local rose 
societies to recognize a member who has been 
outstanding in the quality of their service to the local rose 
growing community.  Each year TRS can honor one 

member.  The ARS also allows the award to be shared by 
two members of a family.  A Bronze Medal honoree must be a member of the 
American Rose Society as well as a member of the local society making the award.  
     Steve Mitchell meets both of these technical conditions and has a record of 10 
plus years of exemplary service to the Tacoma Rose Society and its members.
Steve’s contributions to our rose community are many and varied.  If the Tacoma 
Rose Society was involved in any educational event, any event where rose gardens 
were being cared for, any fundraising event for the Society or for the Pt. Defiance 
Rose Garden, you would find Steve in the midst of things, doing whatever needed to 
be done.  He is a consummate member of our TRS team of volunteers.  In recent 
years Steve has been a leader in the effort to make sure that the Tacoma Rose 
Society provides online sources of rose care information and a digital outreach to 
members of the local gardening community who have questions about how to care for 
their roses.  Our web presence is growing under Steve’s service and he will, whether 
we are eager or not, bring us into 2021 and beyond.  Congratulations and a big 
THANK YOU to Steve Mitchell, the TRS Bronze Medal Honoree for 2020.

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
John Moe, Master Rosarian

Q – I have had a number of bypass pruners over the years – mostly “cheapies” that I 
have picked up on-line or at some garage sales, but none of them have lasted much 
more than a few seasons.  A few have rusted over the winter, but my biggest gripe is 
that they get dull so fast!  I have heard you and others talk about Felco’s.  What is so 
good about them and don’t they cost a lot?

A – A pair of Swiss made Felco’s will last you a lifetime, but they are not cheap.  
Expect to pay $50+, but they are good!  They have been around since 1945, most 
styles come in left and right-handed models and you can buy all the replacement 
parts.  I picked up a pair of used Felco 8’s at a garage sale close to 30 years ago, and 
they are as good today as they were when I got them.  They have been sharpened 
many times and hold their edge for a long time!  The spring has been replaced a time 
or two, but never any other part.  Now to compare with another top brand; I had heard 
about the Barnel’s with their sword steel blades, so I did pick up a pair from The Rose 
Gardener.  They also have replaceable parts and have right and left handed models, 
as well as some for small hands.  They are not quite as expensive as the Felco’s, but 
I would not hesitate recommending either brand.  This is also a good time to check 
the rest of your garden tools for serviceability, and if you are considering 
replacements, do it before you need them.
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Q – I can see my rose beds every time I walk down the driveway and notice that there 
is some new growth on some bushes.  Can I get a head start on pruning by working 
on a bush when I see growth? 

A – Don’t be in too much of a hurry – there are a lot of differing microclimates here in 
the PNW, so you want to wait until after the last hard freeze in your area.  How to tell?   
Watch a Forsythia bush in your area – once it blooms, the danger of a hard freeze is 
generally over.  Ours typically blooms about the second week of March.  There have 
been a few very cold nights (low here was 21 degrees) since you put them to bed last 
fall, and a lot of that wood, particularly at the top, has been damaged by the cold.  
With damaged wood, the nutrients just don’t move up the canes like they should to 
feed that new growth, thus leaving you with reduced vigor, and blooms that might not 
be what you have been waiting for.  Remember – it is still winter for a couple of 
months!  Let’s see what the old groundhog Punxsutawney Phil’s prognostication is at 
Gobbler's Knob on February 2nd.  My recommendation – wait till the end of the month 
to start your spring pruning.

Q – I see that some of the big box stores, e.g., Home Depot and Lowes, are starting 
to get their roses, but I heard you mention those bagged roses before and do not 
recommend them.  Aren’t they good plants?

A – The roses that you can buy from the stores mentioned above are not the best 
quality.  Typically, they are a grade 1 ½ or 2.  I will cover this grading in a tad more 
detail next month.  Roses are generally sold as; bare root, boxed, potted or bagged.   
Bare root or potted plants are the best.  Haven’t seen the boxed ones for several 
years. Those bagged roses that you typically find at those box stores are not the best 
quality as the roots have been severely chopped to fit them into the bag.  Generally 
speaking, you will have a better plant if you purchase your plants from a reputable 
nursery.  Raft Island Roses has been an avid supporter for many years and will have a 
lot of quality grade 1 plants available.  Let’s support them when we can.

DESIGNING WITH A CLEAR CONSCIENCE 
– 

FLORAL FOAM – FRIEND OR FOE?
Jo Martin, Master Rosarian

     This title was chosen to get your attention! I have 
been following an online rose group in the UK and 
was recently enlightened by something I read about 
the use of floral foam. (The most recognizable brand 
is Oasis, although there are several other brands.) 
The rosarians in the UK have been quite upset since 
the Royal Horticultural Society and the Rose Society have outlawed the use of floral 
foam starting in 2021. That will apply to all future rose shows as well as the famous 
Chelsea Flower Show. Rosarians in England often exhibit large bowls of roses; floral 
foam is their best medium to secure these large mass bouquets. Sadly, floral foam is 
deemed to be very environmentally unfriendly as it is not biodegradable and its 
components have been found to be carcinogenic.
     Most floral arrangers know what floral foam is and have been using it in flower 
arrangements for decades. Simply put, floral foam is a dense, lightweight and porous 
material that can be cut into virtually any shape. It usually comes in a light green brick, 
but Oasis put out a number of bright colors and shapes, as well. Floral foam holds its 
shape when wet and provides both water and a secure support for roses and other 
design components. The medium keeps flowers hydrated for as many as four days 
without additional water. It has been a boon to florists. Before the advent of this 
product, flower arrangers had to be very creative and clever to make large floral 
designs. When I became interested in floral design years ago, floral foam was not 
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available in stores. It was mostly used by the floral 
trade. However, when it did become more widely sold to 
the public, many people became ‘instant designers.’ 
Floral foam was their best friend!
     Thanks for the discovery of floral foam goes to a 
man named Vernon Smithers who invented Oasis in 
1954. Not only was this medium popular with the florist 
industry, but it found uses in growing seedlings and 
starting small plants in the agricultural sector and we 
know, by some rose hybridizers.  The down side of this 
invention is that the original floral foam contains toxic 
elements, including formaldehyde, barium sulfates, 
carbon black and phenolic foam. Prolonged exposure 
and contact with floral foam can have serious side 
effects. Dry dust of floral foam is detrimental to lung 
tissue.  Floral foam toxicity can cause eye, skin and 
respiratory tract irritation. Skin frequently exposed to 
formaldehyde may become very sensitive resulting in 
contact dermatitis.  Of course, there are safety 
measures that can be taken when using floral foam 
including wearing safety glasses, gloves, a dust mask 
and adequate ventilation. Even the water that floral foam has been submerged is not 
safe.  So far, I have not found that floral foam has been banned in the United States, 
but I am going to use it with caution from now on.
     When a product is non-biodegradable and will not break down in our landfills, we 
need to be aware. This can affect our ground water, streams and rivers, too. There is 
some news that Oasis is producing an Enhanced Biodegradable floral foam they call 
MaxLife, so we should follow its progress. This product made in Korea professes to be 
biodegradable in 576 days, but it is more crumbly than original floral foams. In the 
meantime, as stewards of our environment, perhaps we should not rely on floral foams 
as our first choice. I will share some alternate mechanics in our next segment. Let’s 
become both creative and clever rose arrangers! 

PUYALLUP ROSE SOCIETY FERTILIZER AND ALFALFA MEAL 
AVAILABLE

     Usually, each year we partner with Puyallup Rose Society to coordinate ordering 
and delivery of their specially formulated fertilizer and alfalfa meal to our April meeting.  
This year TRS members are welcome to contact Puyallup Rose Society on their own 
to order fertilizer and also alfalfa meal.  Puyallup Rose Society Fertilizer comes in 
easier-to-manage 25 pound bags, and is formulated for the nutrient needs of our PNW 
soils.  
       Here are the ordering instructions from Puyallup Rose Society:
Taking Alfalfa Orders:  It is time again for your alfalfa order. The great news is that 
the price has remained the same. Just like last year, the price is $8.00 per 25lb bag 
(easy to handle). The price for delivery of the alfalfa is $9.00 per 25lb bag. 
PRS Fertilizer Now Available: The custom mix of Puyallup Rose Society fertilizer is 
now on hand and available right now. The price of the PRS fertilizer has stayed the 
same and is $12.00 per 25lb bag (easy to handle). The price for delivery of the PRS 
fertilizer is $13.00 per 25lb bag. 
To place an order and arrange pick up or delivery, contact Greg Madsen, at 
253-219-3460, or email Greg at, greg@surelockinspects.com, or, contact Dan 
Simmons at 253-862-0423, or email Dan at puyalluprose@comcast.net, and let them 
know.  Payment is check or money order made out to Puyallup Rose Society, or cash. 
     Be sure you order enough PRS fertilizer, so you have plenty after that first rose 
bloom and for the entire rose growing season. 
     It is best to wait until the end of April for your first application of granular fertilizer.
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POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian

     Hear ye, hear ye – ladies and gentlemen, 
boys and girls, members or not:  we do not 
need to have a spring pruning party at the 
Point Defiance Rose Gardens whether 
organized or not.  Steve Herbig, Horticulturist 
and his crew have worked very diligently to 
achieve a very through fall hard pruning of all 
the roses.  They have worked so effectively 
that a spring pruning is not even needed.  
     This conclusion was reached when I went 
to the park to assess the rose gardens last 
Thursday.  I took several pictures of their work 
– but I realized that it will not show up very well 
in our newsletter because most of the pictures 
are too far from the subjects to denote the 
wonderful job that was done by Metro-Parks 
very experienced workers.  While there I 
visited with three member of the crew who 
were working nearby and expressed our 
appreciation of the great job they had done on 
the rose gardens.
     I shall very much miss our members 
gathering together to prune the roses this 
spring and have fellowship and share a great 
meal together to celebrate the completion of 
another very worthy project by our society.  
However, perhaps you might like to take a 
respite from your self-quarantine at home and take a short tour of the rose gardens to 
see for yourself how well the roses have been cared for and reminisce about our past 
pruning parties at the rose gardens. 

SOME ROSE DREAMS WILL COME TRUE
Bruce Lind, Master Rosarian

            After a long “sleep,” like Rip van Winkle, it is time to wake up from our slumber. 
Last month was strictly daydreams, but now there is a reason to plan for the move from 
dreaming to doing.  Some of our favorite local nurseries have their roses potted up and 
ready for sale.  It is time to take a look at what is available and to try out something new 
and, maybe, time to purchase an additional plant of an old favorite. 

Michael Gatto of Raft Island Roses opened for the 2021 Rose Season on 
February 1.  As always, he has a great stock of roses! Check out the list attached to the 
email.  He has developed a very thoughtful way to conduct business in a manner that 
meets and exceeds all of the health and safety regulations.  After our long quarantine 
we still need to stay vigilant until most of us have had the necessary doses of a Covid 
vaccine. During the 2020 season Mike began stocking a broader range of plants so that 
later on you might find all the starts you need for your veggie garden.  Raft Island 
Roses has always been a terrific supporter of TRS fundraisers, so let’s return the favor.  
Nothing beats a great local nursery and Mike is doing a fantastic job!  Mike says he is 
open for business daily during the hours of 10am - 5pm.  In a bold move, Raft Island 
Roses will also being doing some mail-order sales in the early part of the 2021 season.  
Give Mike a call or send a text message to 253-509-8409.

Our friends at Portland Avenue Nursery also have their roses potted and 
ready for sale.  The list of Weeks roses available for sale can be found on their website.  
PAN is still observing winter hours, so check to make sure they will be open if you are 
planning a visit. We will be missing our day of rose and TRS promotion at PAN this 
year, but we look forward to resuming this tradition in 2022 and beyond.

‘A Night of Magic’ 
Climber, red blend 

More new roses for 2021

‘Alakazam’ 
Miniflora, yellow blend

‘Bliss Parfuma’ 
Floribunda, pink blend

‘American Maid’ 
Hybrid tea
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Quad 1

                              TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY
                   PROGRAM INTEREST SURVEY - 2021

We would like our Society programs to be educational and helpful for all our
members.  Help us out by telling us about your interests.  Please email me your
6 choices.  Would appreciate if you could respond by our meeting night 
on February 18th.
Program Choices – pick 6 programs you would like us to offer this year.

To make it easy, you can just list the 6 numbers of the programs you select.  

My email address is mjmoe@seanet.com
Thanks, John Moe, Program Chair

                       JOINING A TRS ZOOM MEETING
                                    Steve Mitchell

1. Click the link that is in your email invitation to join the meeting.
2. If prompted to open the Zoom desktop client, click Cancel.
3. You may be prompted to enter your name and meeting password if it
4. is not automatically included in the join link.
5. Click Join the meeting.
6. Audio and Video on/off controls are in the bottom left corner of your screen.
7. Here are some other helpful links from our friends at ZOOM.com:

For Windows & Mac desktop & laptop users (best for our meetings)
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362033-Getting-Started-on-Windows-and-Mac

Add Zoom onto your iPhone or Android smartphone (less reliable)
https://zoom.us/support/download

Getting started with Zoom on an iphone
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362993-Getting-Started-with-iOS

Add a Virtual Background to hide your room  (Not for Chrome users)
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360043484511-System-requirements-for-Virtual-Background

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/210707503-Virtual-Background

Download one from Zoom, Pixar - or even Star Wars!
https://www.starwars.com/news/star-wars-backgrounds

1.  Building rose beds
2.  Soil prep & maintenance
3.  Weeds – ID and control 
4.  Fertilizing
5.  Sprayers & spraying
6.  Watering systems
7.  Pruning - seasonal
8.  Climbers – How to grow/prune
9.  Moving/transplanting a rose
10.  Supports for climbers
11.  Hybridizing
12.  Propagating from cuttings

13.  Insects
14.  Diseases
15.  Deer Protection
16.  Rose botany (technical stuff)
17.  Container growing
18.  Mulches (Tagro, MooDoo, etc.)
19.  Winter protection
20.  Exhibiting
21.  Arrangements
22.  Photography
23.  Rose crafts/dying roses
24.  Other, please list it

‘Bob Martin’ 
Miniature, deep yellow

‘Bold Ruler’ 
Miniflora, red

‘Bordeaux’ 
Floribunda, medium red

mailto:mjmoe@seanet.com
http://zoom.com/
mailto:mjmoe@seanet.com
http://zoom.com/


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Barbara & Bruce Lind 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers 
President 
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821 
1st VP & Show Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
2nd VP & Program Chair 
John Moe  253-815-1072 
Secretary 
Steve Mitchell 253-459-4116 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
Board Members 
Victoria O’Neill 253-391-0046 
Noah Cornick - 206-733-0294 
Malcolm Davis 253-282-9118 
Justin Williams-Ruth 206-889-7919 
Ava Brock 253-381-4862 
Past President 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968 
Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857  
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603 
Gracie Baker, 253-851-5154 
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
Consulting Rosarian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Artistic Director 
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833 
Door Prizes Chair 
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152 
Sunshine Chair 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg 
Social Media 
Noah Cornick - 206-733-0294

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians 
(* = Master Rosarian) 

Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152, Gig Harbor
Andy Bergsagel, 310-909-6904, Bremerton
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Sally Eastman, 206-931-7474, Poulsbo
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton

mailto:barbaralind@mac.com
http://www.tacomarosesociety.org
mailto:smitcher@gmail.com
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