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Queen’s Herald

TRS JANUARY ZOOM MEETING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2021 - 7PM

This year we will have our January meeting without the traditional banquet.  But 
through the magic of Zoom, we can see each other and share a wish for a 
Happy New Year.  We will have a chance to say thanks to the 2020 Officers 
and Board.  We will have the Installation of Officers and Board Members for 
2021.  There will be an acknowledgment of the previous Bronze Medal winners 
and then the Bronze Medal for 2020 will be awarded.  Our program will be 
presented by our incoming TRS President, Ron Bryan.  We look forward to 
seeing you at the meeting.

MEET THE NEW TRS PRESIDENT  - RON BRYAN 

I’m fairly new to Tacoma, but I’m not new to roses. Organizations like the 
Tacoma Rose Society are about more than just flowers.  The cultivation of 
roses may be the shared interest that first brings us all together, but the true 
value of our society lies in the cultivation of friendships.  I look forward to 
sharing my ideas for TRS and the upcoming year.  I’ll take the opportunity to 
introduce myself via a virtual photo tour so you can get to know a bit more 
about me. I look forward to the opportunity to meet each of you in person when 
it is again safe to come together.  Until then, I’m grateful for the opportunity to 
serve as the President of Tacoma Rose Society. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Kerry Tynes, Consulting Rosarian, Master Gardener

Happy New Year to all,

What a year we had!  I will never forget what the Corona-19 virus has done, 
and is still doing, to the lives of so many people and how the Tacoma Rose 
Society has responded. I am extremely excited about 2021 and look forward to 
what the new year has in store. I appreciate everyone who was able to pivot 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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from in person to virtual meetings on the Zoom platform. We did not miss a 
beat when it came to our meetings. This was all because of your dedication 
to TRS.  It was a bit of a learning curve at first with some hiccups but in the 
long run we all prevailed. TRS has some of the friendliest, dedicated, 
knowledgeable, and organized people I have ever worked with. Thank you 
to the TRS leadership and to all TRS members and friends for the great 
support you gave me and for the opportunity of being your president for 
2020.  It was truly an honor.

I want to welcome our new president for 2021 - Mr. Ron Bryan. Ron will 
be making the transition from TRS secretary to TRS President. Ron did 
an excellent job as our secretary last year and I know he is up for the 
challenge of being our President. Ron has written several articles for the 
Queen’s Herald and it was Ron’s idea last year to create the TRS 2020 
Rose “Show and Tell” online. In collaboration with Mr. Steve Mitchell (TRS 
Webmaster), they created a new way to share our 2020 roses in lieu of 
being able to host our annual Rose Show. Ron has a real passion for 
roses and TRS. It is with great pleasure that I hand the reins over to Ron. 
Congratulations Ron!

NO MEMBERSHIP DUES IN 2021

The members of the TRS Board have voted to waive membership dues for 2021.  
Thank you, TRS members, for your support during this most difficult time.  If you 
have already paid dues for 2021, your status will be upgraded to 2022.  Please, if 
you can, attend the Zoom TRS meetings.  We take encouragement in seeing your 
faces at our meetings.  Take care and stay safe.

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
John Moe, Master Rosarian

Q – I have kept a yearly record of my roses for 
some time where I write down my thoughts about 
how a particular rose performs in my garden.  
Things like disease resistance, the ones that some 
insects either like or don’t like, spray information 
(what and when, etc.) how they bloom, etc.  But I 
do have a rose that just doesn’t seem to have the 
color that it should, according to the tag, or photos 
from the catalog.  Would it do any good to write to 
the catalog folks? Your thoughts?

A – You could have several things going on here.  
Let’s explore a couple of them.  First, the hybridizer 
selects the color and the class - not the catalog folks, but other than the varying 
growing conditions that many of us experience, probably the biggest reason is 
that you have a different rose than the one you purchased.  Roses are dug after 
the blooms and most of the foliage is gone so it could be easily mislabeled later 
when they come out of storage for shipment.  If the bloom(s) are different on just 
one stem, you might have a sport.  Mark that stem and watch it this growing 
season.  If you can, take a cutting from that stem and try to propagate it and see if 
it comes out the same.  When it blooms, take some photos of it and others on the 
bush and bring to one of our meetings (hopefully we will have them in 2021).  Or 
you post a photo of it on the Tacoma Facebook page and ask for identification 
help.

Diane Belknap was 
awarded the ARS Bronze 

Medal. John Moe 
presented the well 
deserved medal & 

certificate. 

2020 has been quite 
 a year! 

Here are a few TRS 
memories from the 

beginning of the year.

Kerry Tynes was installed 
as TRS President and Jo 

Martin presented previous 
Bronze Medal winners 

with red roses.  
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Q – In your winterizing program you presented back in October, you mentioned the 
cold and wet winter that the Old Farmer’s Almanac predicted for us. You thought that 
it would be best to not gamble on mulching!  I didn’t heed your advice and did not do 
any, but considering our weather we have had thus far, it looks like I might be OK. So, 
should I leave my cards on the table and play out my bet? 

A – Although there has been snow in the mountains, we have just had flurries and not 
any extreme cold nights.  My coldest night has been 24° F; however – I am sure you 
recall some past January’s where we did have some very cold nights.  The unknown 
factor is what Mother Nature might have in store for us this month.  More roses are 
killed in January by not having the bud union protected as freezing and thawing does 
the most damage.  It's like sitting ducks for an arctic air blast that we typically have in 
January.  This can be, and often is, the coldest month for us during the winter season!  
So, to cut to the chase, if you still want to gamble, that’s your choice, but you can still 
do some mulching, which would be my recommendation.  Use a good mulch, like 
Super Doo (Moo Doo), Cedar Grove compost, etc., and mound up around each bush 
so you cover the crown with at least 8 inches. Containers in wood or plastic 
containers (5-gal or larger) generally survive if the bud union is well protected, where 
those in clay or smaller than 5-gal plastic need to be put in a warmer area or buried – 
if buried, cover bud union well.  If you put them in your garage or covered area, be 
sure to water about once a month.  Another option is to group them together (out of 
the wind if possible) and cover with leaves, mulch or wrap in a frost cloth like Agfabric 
or Reemay (both available from Amazon) to protect from drying winter winds. 

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Keith Ripley. Consulting Rosarian

     In my neck of the woods- Spanaway – we had 
about the average annual rainfall for 2020 
nearing 41 inches. However, for December we 
only had one snow flurry lasting about 20 
minutes just before Christmas and most of our 
temperatures were in the mid 40’s.  So, the start 
of our winter has been very mild thus far. 
     I was able to get to the park last week before 
the rains returned to assess the progress of the 
fall pruning.    With the cooperation of the 
weather, it made it a little easier on Steve Herbig, 
horticulturist, and his small crew to get most of the 
fall pruning completed on the rose garden.  They have made a smart choice to do a 
harder pruning of each rose bush so that if we do not get to do the spring pruning it 
will probably not even be noticed very much. 

 
This is prudent because as it looks right now, we will 
most likely not be allowed in the garden in a group 
large enough to do the pruning properly as the 
Governor will probably extend the restriction of 
groups of 5-10 people to be able to meet outside 
and they will still have to maintain social distancing 
of more than 6 feet.  Then, too, there may not be 
enough members wanting to be out there in the first 
weeks of March to do the spring pruning as some 
members either do not want to get the vaccine or it 
may not even be available to us by then.  For these 
reasons and at this point in time, I feel it is best to 
keep in mind that we will not be having a spring 
pruning party that is sanctioned by the Tacoma 
Rose Society.  

There were beautiful table 
settings by co-chairs Sue 

DeRome and Diane 
Belknap.  The flower 

arrangements were made 
by Jo Martin and Keith 

Ripley.
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Keith Ripley is in charge of 
the TRS involvement with 
the Flower & Garden Show.  
Here is his beautiful 
arrangement for the 2020 
TRS booth.

Except for all the climbing roses not getting a 
haircut yet, the pruning of Quad 1 and 4 are 
complete.  Quad 2 has a couple of rows yet to be 
pruned along with several rows in Quad 3.  All 
the roses received a nice heavy blanket of leaf 
mulch to help protect them from the colder 
weather yet to come this winter.  Thank you, 
Metro Parks, for doing a superior job of putting 
the roses to rest for the winter.

TACOMA HOME & GARDEN SHOW
Keith Ripley, Tacoma Home & Garden Booth Chair

Well---yes, you guessed it correctly: there will not be a Tacoma Home & Garden Show 
for 2021.  I had a phone conversation with the company Exhibit Sales Consultant, Ms. 
Davidson mid-summer where I told her of our intention to participate in the January 
Show.  By the end of September, I felt that no contract was forth coming, so I rang her 
up.  She said that the show was postponed until March 18-21 at the Tacoma Dome.  

Then, just after Christmas when the contract had not arrived and knowing that the 
Governor’s restrictions were most likely to remain enforced for large crowds, I called 
the company’s home office.  No one answered my phone call.  Yet, the recorder 
politely recorded my message.  The company – who’s only business is producing 
conventions had been shuttered by the ramifications of COVID-19, which is what I 
learned when I called the Tacoma Dome and checked on the Events page of its 
website.  No conventions were on the schedule for March. 

This company – like all of us-- needs to survive this scourge.  Please stay home and 
when you can’t, please mask up and observe social distancing rules.  Be kind and call 
your mother and your father and if you can’t talk with either of them, start talking more 
with your neighbors –and help each other stay alive.
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I’M DREAMING OF SOME NEW ROSES
Bruce Lind

     (Hum along if you like.) The next phrase could be “Better than the ones I have 
right now.”  Don’t worry, I will not continue in this rewrite of a 
song from my childhood.  What I would like to say is that the 
dreams are ours to create but the hope of great 
improvement on the roses we are already growing only 
occasionally turns into reality.  When we first got the “rose 
bug” we began to receive catalogs from all of the major rose 
producers.  Our dreams were triggered by the great color 
photographs and reinforced by promises from catalog copy 
writers that rivaled those of the best side show barkers.  We 
mailed in our orders and hoped we would be among the 
lucky few who could soon start growing our sure-to-be new 
favorites.  Of course, those dreams seldom came true, but 
we were still eager to repeat the process the next year.  In 
recent years the stream of catalogs has diminished to a 
trickle.  Hope is still strong but now it is buttressed by the new roses featured in the 
American Rose magazine, conversations with other rose nuts, and online access to 
nursery websites and helpmefind.com/roses.
     The real trigger for these musings was the ARS sponsored webinar on “New 
Roses for 2021”.  This was advertised as a continuing education webinar for 
Consulting Rosarians but, as has been their practice, the webinar was open to all 
rose lovers.  With color photos and information from rose gardeners on their 
experiences the webinar was even better than those old catalogs we still treasure!  
We have “attended” several ARS webinars and found them to be of high quality 
and very well worth the time spent.  You can learn a lot and be inspired in these 
dreary days of our Covid winter.  Spring and summer are coming, and we can all 
make sure our gardens are ready for the 2021 growing season.
     We had a conversation with Keith Ripley after the webinar and agreed on a 
large handful of roses that seemed to be “must haves.”  Let’s get started on some 
of these!  We were all very excited to see two of Dennis Konsmo’s creations 
(featured in the webinar and already winners of Queens in Portland), the miniflora 
‘Sweet Tweet’ and the hybrid tea ‘Robert Bruce’.  Some of the other roses that 
Keith, Barbara and I all fell for were ‘Red Streamer’ - a tall red shrub that was 
classed as blackspot free, ‘Nana Puddin’ ‘ - an orange blend floribunda, ‘Sam 
Jones’ - a pink blend mini flora, ‘Miss Mable’ - a pink blend miniflora, ‘Bold Ruler’ - 
a medium red mini flora which is a tall grower, ‘Maroon Eight’ - a dark red single 
miniflora.  There were a lot of other very desirable roses featured in the webinar 
that you will see in future newsletters.  Why not go to the ARS website and see for 
yourself.  The video may well be available by the time of our January TRS meeting.  
Keep dreaming of roses and check out the varieties available at Raft Island Roses!
Maybe next year we will see John Moe’s new red mini ‘Hunker Down’ !
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Spring pruning at the Pt. 
Defiance Rose Garden was 

“low key” due to the 
beginning of the pandemic.

‘Robert Bruce’ 
 Hybrid tea  
medium yellow 

‘Sweet Tweet’ 
Miniature 

Orange blend
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Cindy Todd says: 
“A toast to a healthy 2021! 
from the Rose Garden in 

Point Defiance Park.” 
Yesterday, we bought a brew 
in Antique Cafe and took it to 
drink in the garden. We were 
the only people there. I was 
thinking of our good time 

working in the garden. 
We will be back, 
Cindy and Neil 

We walked down to the Rose 
Garden at least 2 times a 

week. There are still roses on 
the branches. The weather is 

very mild here.

‘Red Streamer’ 
Shrub 
Red 

‘Sam Jones’ 
Miniflora 
Pink blend 

‘Miss Mable’ 
Miniflora 
Pink Blend 

‘Swirly Pop’ 
Miniature 
Yellow Blend 

‘Maroon Eight’ 
Miniflora 
Dark red 

‘Bold Ruler’ 
Miniflora 
Medium red 
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2020 TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS & BOARD

Quad 1

‘Julia Child’ ‘All Dressed Up’Some recent photos 
from Jo Martin



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Barbara & Bruce Lind 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

TRS Officers 
President 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968 
1st Vice President 
Diane Belknap  253-858-2152 
2nd VP & Program Chair 
John Moe  253-815-1072 
Secretary 
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
Board Members 
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544 
Hank Goeyenbier 253-952-0154 
Victoria O’Neill 253-391-0046 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603 
Past President 
Matt Hixon 253-677-8634 
Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857  
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
Consulting Rosarian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Artistic Director 
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833 
Door Prizes Chair 
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544 
Sunshine Chair 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg 
Social Media 
Noah Cornick

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians 
(* = Master Rosarian) 

Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Diane Belknap, 253-858-2152, Gig Harbor
Andy Bergsagel, 310-909-6904, Bremerton
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Sally Eastman, 206-931-7474, Poulsbo
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
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