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Seattle Sunrise

UPCOMING EVENTS
October Meeting
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Thursday, Oct. 18, 7PM
TRS Board Meeting
October 22, 7pm
Jo and Cliﬀ’s home
PNW District Fall
Conference
November 2-4, 2018
Red Lion on the River
Jantzen Beach Oregon
on the Columbia River
November Meeting
Thursday, Nov.15
Annual Rose Auction
and Potluck dinner

Crown Princess Margareta

Baronne Prevost

Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society
Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for
Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden
OCTOBER MEETING - OCT. 18, 2018
ROSE GARDEN WINTERIZATION
The days are getting shorter and the nights are getting cooler - it
is autumn! The program for the October 18, 2018 TRS meeting
will focus on what we need to do to get our gardens and our
roses ready for winter weather. TRS program chair, Master
Rosarian John Moe, will not be able to attend the October meeting. However, the
program will use John’s program on “Winterization” to guide us through the essential
material. For a change of pace the program will be more participatory in nature and
feature a panel made up of all the Consulting Rosarians attending the October
meeting. Bruce Lind will facilitate the discussion, but everyone should plan on asking
and answering questions. Look for a format that uses elements from Wheel of
Fortune, Car Talk, and Jeopardy. If you play along, you will have your questions
answered and also have the opportunity to share what you do each fall. It will be fun if
everyone is willing to speak up and also listen!

January Meeting
January 19, 2019
TRS Banquet
Installation of Oﬃcers

The pre-meeting clinic will feature a continuation of the discussion of which roses did
well in your gardens this growing season, along with the great photographs of those
roses that fill this issue of the QH and other photographs that just did not fit within
these pages. Be ready for a lively discussion of fall chores in the Rose Garden! We
need you to share questions and answers! We look forward to seeing you on the
Pt. Defiance Rose Garden 18th!

Spring Pruning
March 2, 2019
Garden Sale
March 30, 2019

Treats for the
October Meeting
Bobbie Chapman
Jo Martin
Keith Ripley

Consulting Rosarians - be sure to sign up for continuing education credit for this
program.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian
100% October Rosarian Ramblings: Like all plants in our gardens, roses require soil,
moisture, light and fertilizer. One of the most difficult problems for home rose growers
is knowing when to water and how much. This is especially true when our local
weather has sporadic light rain showers, which when added up over several weeks
seems like it should be a lot of water. Yet, if we measure the rain in a tuna fish can out
on the lawn – this type of weather brings very little measurable water to our gardens.
Therefore, we must keep up our watering program and seek better ways to measure
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the moisture in the ground around our rose bushes so that we know when to water them
and how much to give them.
To help me ascertain the moisture of the soil in my garden, I make use of a simple – no
batteries needed- hydrometer and have done so for many years. I recently looked over
this tool and then went online to see what was being offered for sale for a new one and
purchased a 3-in-1 tool meter. It measures pH, light and moisture of indoor and outdoor
soils. It was about $10.00 delivered to my door and will provide me lots of information
about my soils – providing I use it and use it correctly according to the directions that
came with it. The two probes measure the soil to about 7 inches, which is enough for a
bush growing in the ground or in a pot about 20 inches deep. I find this tool more
accurate than using my finger or the estimates that come from my own thoughts. Your
roses might benefit from your proper use of one of these tools, also.
I hope you were fortunate enough to benefit from participating in or observing our
fantastic Rose Show at the Washington State Fair last month. I entered 8 exhibits, won
4 ribbons and helped out at our information table. I would like to thank these very
qualified TRS members for joyously giving of their time and sharing their expertise at
the information table: Becky Halkoski, Steve Whiton, Judy Flanagan, Greta & Matt
Hixon, Monica Weidman, Susie Doyle, Charlotte Chalker, Kerry Tynes and Sue & Fred
DeRome. Perhaps you might like to volunteer for this opportunity next year.
If we look around this issue of the QH we will find intriguing photos of roses that
Barbara Lind discovered when searching for them from the list of roses she made that
members mentioned were really thriving in their gardens this year, at our September
Meeting during Bruce Lind’s question & answer period. Thank you, Barbara and Bruce
for the reliable and surprisingly beautiful work you both do on the QH for our learning
experiences and enjoyment. Please take the time to study these photos a bit. We
might find a new friend among them just waiting to be discovered.
Come and discover new friends and learn more information about growing roses at the
PNW District Fall Conference Nov. 2-4, 2018, which is being held on Hayden Island at
the Red Lion Hotel at Janzen Beach Portland Oregon. Take the first exit off I-5 as you
enter Oregon. As of this writing, a few discounted rooms ($129.00/night) are still
available. If you are staying Friday thru Sunday afternoon and getting there is a
problem – you can hitch a ride with me as I have room for 3 passengers. If so, please
speak with me at our October Meeting.
Two other items to be mindful of are our upcoming election and auction in November.
We need to be thinking about our election of New Officers and Board Members. The
Nominating Committee will introduce their slate of candidates at our October Meeting
and will accept additional nominations from the floor at that time. Lastly, we should be
assessing our gardens to see if there are any roses that deserve to be moved to a new
home and get them ready to take to the November Meeting for our famous Fall Auction.
Oh, and don’t forget the food. Make something special. Me? A carrot cake. Seven
inches high. Three layers. Buttercream frosting. 100% yum.

TRS Members said
these roses did very
well in their gardens
this summer.

‘South Africa’
Grandiflora, deep yellow

‘Violet’s Pride’
Floribunda, mauve

‘Smokin’ Hot’
Hybrid tea, orange blend

‘Ebb Tide’
Floribunda, mauve

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Margaret Leisner – Master Rosarian
Although the annual summer deadheading is over for this year, there is still news to
report about the Point Defiance Rose Garden. In late September, members of the
Garden Advisory Committee inventoried the roses in the garden and noted which
bushes might need to be replaced next spring. The committee members also met
recently with the garden Horticulturist Steve Herbig who reported that he and the Metro
Parks crew will begin cutting back the bushes at the end of this month. They will then
be covered with a heavy layer of shredded leaves to protect them from whatever nature
has in store for us this coming winter.

‘Rainbow Sorbet’
Floribunda, yellow blend
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‘Lyda Rose’
Shrub, white

‘Julia Child’
Floribunda, medium yellow

At the meeting Steve also informed the committee about plans for a project at the
garden that he will undertake in February, and it involves the one quadrant (out of the
four in the garden) that needs to be replanted. It is the largest quad and also one that
has some drainage issues that need to be corrected. Much preparation has to be done
prior to the replanting. First, the bushes will be tagged with names and removed from
the ground. They will then be “heeled in” in another area near the garden while the
current soil and watering system is removed. The rows in the other quadrants of the
rose garden are curved, but this one was planted in straight rows and he plans to
correct that, which will also be very time consuming. New trenches will be dug in the
curved fashion and a new watering system installed along with enriched soil that drains
well. Then the rose bushes can be replanted in the same rows (for the most part,
although a few may need to be replaced.)
That is where Tacoma Rose Society members can be of assistance. Volunteers from
TRS have worked with Steve during the replanting of the rest of the garden, which has
taken several years as a quadrant was replanted every other year. While it is still
months away, please consider helping with this project if you can, as many hands will
make the work go smoothly and quickly. More information will be in this newsletter
beforehand to let you know how you can be a part of this exciting event to make the
beautiful Point Defiance Rose Garden even lovelier!.
This is the final column for the year and it is an opportunity to thank everyone who
volunteered during 2018 to help at the rose garden in some way; whether it was at the
March pruning, the garden sale at the Pagoda or the summer deadheading. Please
know that it is appreciated by the many visitors who come to the garden every summer
to enjoy the roses.

LONG LASTING ROSE ARRANGEMENTS
Jo Martin, Master Rosarian
‘Marilyn Monore’
Hybrid tea, apricot blend

Reflective Design

Mass Design

When was the last time you checked out the American Rose Society’s website?
The July/August issue of the American Rose, the bimonthly magazine of the ARS, lets
us know that there is an updated website, www.ROSE.ORG. I have to admit to
forgetting to check the website frequently, but did so today. I was pleasantly surprised
to see that there are two articles related to arrangements and preserving roses that will
give you some factual information and tips. According to the magazine, we do not need
passwords any longer, but we may need to create our own online account. (I didn’t
have to do so to access the new materials, but be aware that it might be necessary if
you haven’t been on the website for a while.) The website has all manner of information
regarding roses, judges, show results, etc. besides design, so I urge you to visit the site
soon.
One particularly interesting article by Gaye Hammond, June, 2018, is entitled “10
Tips for Long Lasting Floral Arrangements.” There are tips on how to enjoy your
beautiful roses for a longer time. I thought the photo using green asparagus and rose
arrangement was particularly clever. We never stop
learning new ideas; we just need to keep our eyes
and ears open.
The second article from June, 2018 is one by
Nancy Redington, a well-known designer in ARS
shows. Her article deals with “Preserving Roses”
and how to save the preserved roses so that they
may be used in show classes requiring dried roses.
One tip I thought particularly good was to leave an
inch of original stem on the rose on which a wired
stem may be attached later. Often times, people
drying roses cut the whole stem off and insert a
wire, but Nancy’s idea makes sense when handling
Miniature Design

Queen’s Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of Roses

delicate dried blooms. In the past, I have used silica gel for drying roses. The silica gel
can be used again and again, so the initial investment is reasonable. Whether making
designs (standard or miniature) or various crafts using dried roses, it makes sense to
dry many roses, store them and have them ready later. Miniature roses dry best and
among the larger roses, I recommend floribundas, polyanthas, shrubs and those roses
with fewer petals as best choices in the drying process. *Nancy Redington also has a
good article in the July/August issue “Getting Started with Arranging”.
So, this autumn, preserve some of your roses for later projects and be sure to check
out the ARS website. You will be very pleased!

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2019 TRS OFFICERS
AND BOARD MEMBERS

‘Moonstone’
Hybrid tea, white
Photo by Rich Baer

The TRS nominating committee has respectfully submitted the following candidates to
serve as Officers and members of the Board of Directors of the Tacoma Rose Society
for 2019:
OFFICERS: (1 One Year Term)
President: Matt Hixon
1st Vice President and Rose Show Chair: Kerry Tynes
2nd Vice President and Program Chair: John Moe
Secretary: Gracie Baker
Treasurer: Barbara Lind
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: (Two year term)
Jim Olson
Henk Goeyenbier
Sue DeRome
Remaining on the Board to complete the 2nd year of their term:
Diane Belknap
Charlotte Chalker (Replacing Kerry Tynes)
These nominees will be introduced at the October TRS meeting at Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church. Additional nominations will be accepted at that time. Voting will take place at
our November meeting.

‘Dick Clark’
Grandiflora, red blend

‘Grande Amore’
Hybrid tea, medium red

ROSE AUCTION IN NOVEMBER
Our Annual Rose Auction takes place at our meeting on November 15. This is our
biggest fundraiser of the year, and it is also a lot of fun. It’s time to start thinking about
which roses you would like to donate to the auction. Walk through your garden and
make a list.
Donated roses should be healthy – think about roses you would like to buy. You might
want to dig roses because you need room to put in new roses you saw at the Fair or
heard about at this month’s program. In the November Queen’s Herald we’ll explain
how to care for the roses you dig and how to get them to the auction.

‘Remember Me’
Hybrid tea, orange blend
Photo by Rich Baer

Don’t forget to tell your friends and neighbors about the auction. It is a great way to get
good roses at a fantastic price.
As soon as you know what roses you will be bringing, let Barbara Lind know (see
last page for contact information) so she can add them to the Auction List. We hope to
see you there, checkbook in hand!

‘Sparkle & Shine’
Floribunda, medium yellow
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PNW DISTRICT CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 2-4, 2018
by Barbara Lind, Master Rosarian

‘Priscilla Burton’
Floribunda, red blend

‘Fred Loads’
Shrub, orange red

‘Magic Show’

It is getting pretty close to the time for the PNW District Conference which will be held
at the Red Lion on the River at Jantzen Beach, Oregon on the Colombia River this
year. I love going to the conference each fall. It is one last time
get together
2018toTRS
PICNICwith all
your rose friends from all over the district before winterAT
comes
and
we
put our
roses to
CHARLOTTE’S
HOME
bed.
On Friday night at 7pm there is an Arrangement Seminar. There are always new and
exciting ideas presented along with beautiful arrangements made by the presenters.
Even though I no longer exhibit arrangements, I always come away with an
appreciation for the beautiful work done here. Afterward there is usually an open house
going on at the District Director’s suite where we all get to catch up on what is going on
in the PNW rose world.
Saturday’s general session starts at 9am sharp. This is proceeded by a meeting of the
Prizes and Awards Committee. Also, while the representatives from local societies are
meeting (our representative is Jo Martin), people are busy putting out the items donated
for the Silent Auction. Attendees are asked to bring something for the Silent Auction. It
can be just about anything. Each local Rose Society brings a basket of things to be
raffled off. This year Jo Martin is coordinating this effort. So far, I saw some garden
tools and a bottle of wine in our basket. Please feel free to donate something for the
TRS basket - you could bring it to the October meeting. In addition to all this, Rich Baer
(and sometimes others) brings rooted cuttings of roses all potted up and ready to be
planted in your garden. They are a separate part of the Silent Auction. Bidding is always
brisk! Winners of the PNW District Photo Contest are announced by Harlow Young. He
produces prints of the photos and frames them. They are also part of the Silent Auction.
They are a beautiful addition to any rose lover’s home. All of this is happening in the
background while we get to hear from very interesting speakers. The list of speakers
was in last month’s newsletter.

Miniature, red blend

Lunch is included in the registration fee for the conference. The members of the
Tacoma Rose Society who are there will meet right after lunch for a group picture. Back
to more speakers including the always popular photos of new roses available next year.
At the end of the programs there is time for frantic bidders to make their final bids
before the Silent Auctions are closed. Then the raffle winners are announced.
Following all this, the money is collected and we feel good about restoring the PNW
District bank account. (The registration fee has not been raised for years because we
want people to be able to afford to attend this great conference). Dinner is on your own
- there are lots of great places to eat in the area. Another open house in the District
Director’s suite caps off the evening.

‘Marriotta’

On Sunday morning, there is an audit for Horticulture Judges. The group gets together
and talks about this year’s Rose Shows and discusses solutions to any problems. At
the same time, there is a Consulting Rosarian audit and school. There are several
speakers who address all the topics that are covered in the CR exam. At the
conclusion, CR candidates (who have submitted the paperwork needed) take the open
book exam. If you are interested in becoming a CR or if you want to know more about
growing roses, this is a great session to attend. By noon the weekend events are over.
It is all highly educational and great fun!

Miniature, deep pink

‘Family Holiday’
Miniflora, yellow blend

The registration form can be found in the September Queen’s Herald. Please join us.
We need to have your registration form by October 26th so we can determine how
much food to order. If you are late, come anyway. It is your choice to spend the whole
weekend or just Saturday. You will have fun!
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SEPTEMBER TRS PROGRAM - GROWING ROSES IN
CONTAINERS BY JOHN MOE - MASTER ROSARIAN
Another Great program from John. His program on growing roses
in containers was really a comprehensive refresher course on all of
the steps needed to make sure a rose plant will survive and thrive in
our rose garden. Planting in containers is special, but all of the
things you do when you plant a rose in the ground still apply to
roses planted in containers. John reminded us that container grown
roses probably need more frequent watering since the soil will dry
faster due to the elevated soil temperature in our containers. If we
use granular fertilizer we need to be sure to give those container
plants a thorough soaking, to the point of steady runoff, at least
monthly to avoid the build up of “salts.” This will not take that long,
so don’t wander off while watering. The TRS audience was very
attentive and asked excellent questions. The discussion generated after the question is
something that can’t be predicted, but John will always make sure that we retain our
focus on the topic at hand. A terrific job by all!

‘Heather Sproul’
Miniature, medium pink

WINTERIZATION OF ROSES - EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN
Bruce Lind, Master Rosarian
As someone who has become an old hand at growing roses I like to think back and
remember the advice given by my TRS mentors over the last 45 years. Thinking and
reading about Winterization of Roses in preparation for our October TRS meeting led
me to realize, once again, that good information is timeless. Indeed, every (good) piece
or advice retains its value.
We all stress the importance of a good fall cleanup. Of course this includes a
thorough weeding of our rose beds and picking up any fallen leaves and other debris.
Pulling one weed now saves us from having to pull many tens of weeds next spring. If
our roses have fallen prey to a fungal disease or two it may well be useful to get all the
diseased leaves and canes out of our garden and into the garbage.
It is common practice to spread some lime on our rose beds to help keep the soil
pH in the proper range. This used to be called sweetening the soil, and some very
useful products for this purpose are faster acting prilled limes having sweet in the
product name, i.e. Soil Sweet. The term prilled is used to indicate a coarser grade of
lime that will not create a dust cloud as you spread the material. This is easier on the
lungs. Both dolomitic (includes magnesium) and calcitic lime are good for your roses.
The above two tasks are designed to create a healthier home for our roses and to make
sure the fertilizer that we spread next spring (after the soil warms up!) is available to our
roses.
When we say winter protection our thoughts turn to mulch. With what should we
mulch and how thickly should we spread the mulch on our rose beds? Like many of you
and all of my mentors I like to read good rose gardening books to get some advice.
Over the years I have become a collector of old rose books. They are interesting and
give me a sense of how rose growing has or has not changed over the last century or
more. The recommendations for mulch material from 1898 include soil, leaves, cow
manure, stable-manure (think horse), evergreen boughs and salt-hay. I guess beauty
bark was a thing of the future at that time. This list looks familiar, but I also want to pass
on a quote from H. B. Ellwanger’s 1898 book, titled simply, The Rose, A Treatise. In
his discussion of protection Ellwanger says “To protect them in the winter, we advise
hilling up earth about the plants and then spreading over evergreen branches or loose
litter. Care must be exercised that the plants not be embedded and packed down
with a heavy mass, otherwise decay and death will ensue: some air needs be
admitted; the plants must be protected but not smothered.” The emphasis is mine, but
the message is an old one. Since we do not want to displace soil that protects the roots
we recommend hilling up the plants with a material (such as Moo-doo, a wellcomposted cow manure) that drains well due to its particle size to a depth of 10 to 12
inches. Unless you garden at a higher elevation this degree of protection should
suffice. Leaves (loose litter) are used at Pt. Defiance, but many of us find that to be a
bit on the messy side if it blows into the neighbors yard.

‘About Face’
Grandiflora, orange blend

‘Day Breaker’
Floribunda, apricot blend

‘Emma G’
Shrub, yellow blend

‘Gourmet Popcorn’
Miniature, white
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2018 Point Defiance Rose Garden
Deadheaders
at our last session of the year

More Pt. Defiance
Deadheaders
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Barbara & Bruce Lind
2132 Bridgeport Way
University Place, WA
98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com
Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit
educational organization affiliated with the
American Rose Society.
Meetings: the third Thursday of the
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar
year. Check payable to the Tacoma Rose
Society.
Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell
smitcher@gmail.com
Meetings are held at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA

Park and enter in the back!
Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5
take the Highway 16W Exit (132).
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on
Union Ave. There is a stoplight at the
intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1
block East. Turn right on S 19th and
then left into the parking lot.
The parking lot can also be accessed
via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers

President
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603
1st Vice President
Matt Hixon 253-677-8634
2nd VP & Program Chair
John Moe 253-815-1072
Secretary
Margaret Leisner 253-537-2564
Treasurer
Barbara Lind 253-565-0246
Board Members
Gracie Baker 253-851-5154
Diane Belknap 253-858-2152
Cliff Martin 253-752-5857
Becky Rehburg 253-537-7945
Kerry Tynes 253-970-5968
Past President
Greta Hixon 253-720-6072
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin 253-752-5857
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Daisy Radloff 253-272-0063
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind 253-565-0246
Membership Chair
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564
Artistic Director
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Door Prizes Chair
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544
Sunshine Chair
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Hospitality Co-Chairs
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians

(* = Master Rosarian)
Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Greta & Matt Hixon, 253-677-8634, Gig Harbor
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246,
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Ed Pawlowski*, 253-876-6324, Auburn
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, University Place
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup

