
Queen’s  Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of  Roses

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Queen’s Herald

OCTOBER MEETING - THURSDAY, OCT 19,2017
JOHN MOE - PROPAGATING HARDWOOD CUTTINGS

     You will not want to miss our October meeting.  John Moe will be telling us how to 
propagate roses using hardwood cuttings.  This is just the right time to be doing this 
since we will soon be cutting our roses back for the winter.  John will take us through 
all the steps.  Afterwards, he will have some cuttings of R. nutkana so we can practice 
how to  prepare the cuttings for planting.  Please bring your pruners so you can learn 
how to do this.  Then you will be ready to do this at home with your own cuttings.  If 
you cannot make it to the meeting or if you would like to review the process, John has 
put his program on the PNW District website.  You can find the link in his Q&A column 
in this newsletter.
     Before John’s program, Bruce Lind will be talking about winter protection for your 
roses.  Please bring all your rose-related questions to the meeting.  We look forward to 
seeing you there.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian

     At our September TRS board meeting, Kerry Tynes brought up the subject of 
recruiting new volunteers and members.  After a discussion, he offered and the board 
voted him in as the Chairman of the Recruiting Committee.  Therefore, if you have 
ideas on recruiting or would like to be considered for the Recruiting Committee, see 
Kerry at one of our monthly meetings or give him a call at 253-970-5968.  Give 
yourself credit--If you love roses and can talk about what TRS does—you could be a 
recruiter.  Yes—it is that easy.
     If you have not already registered, please remember that there is still room for you 
at the PNW District Fall Conference in Vancouver, WA Oct. 27-29, 2017.  You can 
obtain the registration info from the TRS Website: tacomarosesociety.org.  Click on 
“Newsletter” and it will bring up our September issue of the Queen’s Herald, which has 
all the info you will need.  It is more fun if you carpool with others – just ask at our next 
meeting if you need a ride or can give a ride. We hope to see you there.
     Two lovely ladies in my life recently had orthopedic surgery and these events 
caused a flow of musings over the care of our rose blooms and our own bodies that 
are somewhat similar.  More and more I and many of my friends have started to feel a 
“little past prime”, which is the same statement we use when judging rose blooms at 
one of our rose shows meaning that the rose is still beautiful but is showing signs of 

UPCOMING EVENTS

TRS October Meeting
Thursday, 

Oct 19, 2017, 7PM
Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church

October Board Meeting
Monday, Oct. 23, 7PM

at Jo & Cliff’s home

PNW District Conference
Heathman Lodge

Vancouver, WA
Oct 27-29, 2017

Friday seminar 7-9pm
Saturday meeting - 9am

Sunday 8am-noon

TRS November Meeting
November 16, 2017

Annual Rose Auction

Treats for Oct. Meeting
Diane Belknap

Margaret Leisner
Judi Flanagan &

Steve Whiton

Seattle Sunrise Crown Princess Margareta Baronne Prevost Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society

Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for 

Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden
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Sept Meeting:
Some responses to 

“What rose did really 
well in your garden 

this year”?

‘Bengal Fire’
China, medium red

‘Anna’s Promise’
Grandiflora, orange blend

‘All My Loving’
Hybrid Tea, deep pink

being past maturity: looking a bit like it’s colors are fading, petals start creping around 
the edges or even starting to droop a bit.  When humans are “in prime” our thinking is 
clear, reactions to things in our immediate environment are quicker to help us maintain 
our balance, strengthen our grasp and muscles are toned to keep us out of harm’s way.  
On the other hand, when we start getting “past prime” our thinking and our muscle tone 
start to lessen a bit and the things that may cause us harm might just be as close as 
under our feet.  So, when carrying rose bushes, we need to try to have them small 
enough so that we can see what obstacles are in our path and step over them.  My 
sister Carolin didn’t see the short berm on the side of the road when she was carrying a 
big box of food and tripped on it, which caused her to fall and break her hip.  She is 
now safely out of the “rehab” center, but her life is changed forever by limiting her 
choices and body movements.
     Matt and Greta Hixon, our TRS immediate past president, called me from Alaska on 
Tuesday to let me know that her 19 years of having numbness and neck pain was 
finally over as her surgery there was a success--so far.  She was sorry that she had not 
done it long ago.  This is usually the way I feel when I procrastinate getting roses in the 
ground before the cold of winter hits and ruins some or all of the plants.  We all need to 
take proper care of our roses and ourselves in a timely manner to have the best 
opportunity of as good a life as they and we can have.  
I believe that prayer helps.  Therefore, I ask that you remember these two ladies in your 
prayers – that they have a speedy recovery and our roses have fair weather this winter.   

PNW DISTRICT CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 27 - 29, 2017

by Barbara Lind, Master Rosarian

     It is getting pretty close to the time for the PNW District Conference which is held at 
the Heathman Lodge in Vancouver, WA.  I love going to the conference each fall.  It is 
one last time to get together with all your rose friends from all over the district before 
winter comes and we put our roses to bed.  Being able to stay at the Heathman Lodge 
is an added treat.  It is a beautiful place and we always have fun there.
     On Friday night at 7pm there is an Arrangement Seminar.  There are always new 
and exciting ideas presented along with beautiful arrangements made by the 
presenters.  Even though I no longer exhibit arrangements, I always come away with 
an appreciation for the beautiful work done here.  Aterward there is usually an open 
house going on at the District Director’s suite where we all get to catch up on what is 
going on in the PNW rose world.
     Saturday’s general session starts at 9am sharp. This is proceeded by a meeting of 
the Prizes and Awards Committee.  Also, while the representatives from local societies 
are meeting (our representative is Jo Martin), people are busy putting out the items 
donated for the Silent Auction.  Attendees are asked to bring something for the Silent 
Auction.  It can be just about anything.  Each local Rose Society brings a basket of 
things to be raffled off.  This year Jo Martin is coordinating this effort.  So far, I saw 
some garden tools and a bottle of wine in our basket.  Please feel free to donate 
something for the TRS basket - you could bring it to the October meeting.  In addition to 
all this, Rich Baer (and sometimes others) brings rooted cuttings of roses all potted up 
and ready to be planted in your garden.  They are a separate part of the Silent Auction.  
Bidding is always brisk!  Winners of the PNW District Photo Contest are announced by 
Harlow Young.  He produces prints of the photos and frames them.  They are also part 
of the Silent Auction.  They are a beautiful addition to any rose lover’s home.  All of this 
is happening in the background while we get to hear from very interesting speakers.  
The list of speakers was in last month’s newsletter.  
     Lunch is included in the registration fee for the conference.  The members of the 
Tacoma Rose Society who are there will meet right after lunch for a group picture. Back 
to more speakers including the always popular photos of new roses available next year.  
At the end of the programs there is time for frantic bidders to make their final bids 
before the Silent Auctions are closed.  Then the raffle winners are announced.  
Following all this the money is collected and we feel good about restoring the PNW 
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District bank account.  (The registration fee has not been raised for years because we 
want people to be able to afford to attend this great conference).  Dinner is on your own 
- there are lots of great places to eat including the Heathman.  Another open house in 
the District Director’s suite caps off the evening.
     On Sunday morning, there is an audit for Horticulture Judges.  The group gets 
together and talks about this year’s Rose Shows and discusses solutions to any 
problems.  At the same time, there is a Consulting Rosarian audit and school.  There 
are several speakers who address all the topics that are covered in the CR exam.  At 
the conclusion, CR candidates (who have submitted the paperwork needed) take the 
open book exam.  If you are interesed in becoming a CR or if you want to know more 
about growing roses, this is a great session to attend.  By noon the weekend events 
are over.  It is all highly educational and great!
     The registration form can be found in the September Queen’s Herald.  Please join 
us.  We need to have your registration form by October 20th so we can determine how 
much food to order.  If you are late, come anyway.  It is your choice to spend the whole 
weekend or just Saturday.  You will have fun!

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
by John Moe, Master Rosarian

Q – You have mentioned making hardwood cuttings a number of times, but I have been 
hesitant to try it.  There are a lot of nice healthy stems that I know will be pruned this 
fall, and want to give it a go this year.  Can you go over the steps again on how to do it? 

A – Can do, but if you want to see how it is done, come to the meeting on the 19th and 
bring your questions!  This is a good time for making hardwood cuttings.  We do 
softwood cuttings in the summer and hardwood now.  As with any cuttings, it works 
best (at least for me) if you choose a stem that has recently finished flowering.   
Basically for large roses, take your disease free cuttings, about pencil length and 
thickness leaving the top two sets of leaves.  For minis and minifloras, use proportional 
sizes and insert the stem in a piece of floral foam (oasis) before placing it in the soil.  
Break off the prickles (thorns) that will be below ground.  Trim the lower end at an angle 
just below a bud eye, and wound (scrape) lightly opposite that eye.  Be careful about 
the cleanliness of your cutting tools.  Dip in a rooting hormone, tap to remove excess, 
dig a small hole, and insert the cutting so the bottom set of leaves is just at soil level.  
You can do this either in the ground or in a container.  Fill in, and firm with your hands 
and water.  Protect with a large plastic soda or milk bottle.  Cut the bottom off and 
discard the cap.  It will get warm inside the bottle, as you have a mini greenhouse.  Be 
patient – remove bottle next spring after you see new growth, fertilize and water 
normally next summer, dig out and transplant next fall.  But if you can’t make the 
meeting or want to review, here is a link to the PNW District website - http://
www.pnwdistrict.org/pnw-rose-care.html and select Propagating Hardwood 
Cuttings.

Q – The Old Farmers Almanac is often mentioned when talking about winterizing.  I 
heard you say at the last meeting that we would have a much colder winter this year.  If 
this is true, how should I protect my roses, and when should I start?

A – According to the Old Farmers Almanac, which has been in publication since 1792 
and claim that they are 80% accurate in their weather projections, this winter is shaping 
up to be drier and slightly colder than normal, with near-to below-normal snowfall.  With 
that said, mulching is a good idea with 8 to 10 inches of mulch, as more roses are killed 
in late Jan/early Feb by not having the bud union protected as freezing and thawing 
does the most damage.   We typically wait until mid November before mulching, 
however Mother Nature may change that!  We will use Moo-Doo again this year, as we 
found it to be an exceptionally good product.  If you just need a little mulch you can, in 
Tacoma, shovel TAGRO Mix from their designated “free pile” at no charge.  Limited 
quantities are available.

‘Double Delight’
Hybrid tea, red blend

‘Flora danica’
Hybrid tea, orange blend

‘Dick Clark’
Floribunda, apricot blend

‘Cutie Pie’
Miniature, light yellow

“Chicago Peace”
Hybrid Tea, pink blend

http://www.pnwdistrict.org/pnw-rose-care.html
http://www.pnwdistrict.org/pnw-rose-care.html
http://www.pnwdistrict.org/pnw-rose-care.html
http://www.pnwdistrict.org/pnw-rose-care.html
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Q – We built a couple of new raised beds this summer, but only have a few roses in 
them.  We had considered waiting and getting more in the spring, as I am a bit leery of 
getting some at the November auction.  Is that a good time to plant a rose?
 
A – It is, as fall is an ideal time to plant or move a rose.  Modern roses do not go 
dormant so the roots will be growing, although slowly, during the winter.  Then come 
spring, it has a head start over a newly planted bush.  Questions?  Will cover this more 
next month.  

ROSE AUCTION IN NOVEMBER
     Our Annual Rose Auction takes place at our meeting on November 16.  This is our 
biggest fundraiser of the year, and it is also a lot of fun.  It’s time to start thinking about 
which roses you would like to donate to the auction. Walk through your garden and 
make a list.    
     Donated roses should be healthy – think about roses you would like to buy. You 
might want to dig roses because you need room to put in new roses you saw at the 
Fair or heard about at this month’s program.  In the November Queen’s Herald we’ll 
explain how to care for the roses you dig and how to get them to the auction.      
     Don’t forget to tell your friends and neighbors about the auction.  It is a great way to 
get good roses at a fantastic price.
     As soon as you know what roses you will be bringing, let Barbara Lind know 
(see last page for contact information) so she can add them to the Auction List.  We 
hope to see you there, checkbook in hand!

NEW DESIGN TYPES – NEW CHALLENGES
by Jo Martin, Master Rosarian

It is always exciting when new design types and 
challenges are added to our program. Someone devises 
a new and different style. It is approved by a national 
committee. We arrangers get the chance to try it out. 
Some design types are popular and last. Some are not 
and they are omitted from the approved lists.  
The American Rose Society’s rose arrangement 
handbook includes design types which are quite similar 
to the ones the National Garden Clubs use. One of the 
major differences, of course, is that the rose society 
emphasizes roses. Every ten years or so, both 

organizations publish a new 
Handbook for Judges and 
Exhibitors. The Garden Clubs 
has just published their new 
handbook this year. (Hopefully, 
a new handbook for the rose 
society will be forthcoming as 
well.)

There are two interesting new designs included in the garden 
clubs handbook that would work well with roses. One is 
called a CASCADE DESIGN. It is defined as a design with 
an emphasis on a downward rhythmic movement. The 
downward lines may be curved, straight, zigzag, interrupted 
or may be a combination. This type of design may be more 
challenging than traditional types, particularly in the 
mechanics and the actual balancing of a quantity of plant 
material cascading forward and down with little in the back of 
the design for counterbalance. I am sure the designer who 
executes this design successfully will have a beautiful vision 

of cascading roses. Certainly a challenge!

‘Mardi Gras’
Floribunda, pink blend

‘Magic Show’
Miniature, red blend

‘Lavaglut’
Floribunda, dark red

‘Julia Child’
Floribunda, med yellow

Design by Keith Ripley

Design by Linda 
Maida

‘Gingersnap’
Floribunda, orange 

blend
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The second new design type in the garden club’s handbook is called a LOW-PROFILE 
design. This design is defined as a three-dimensional design incorporating three (3) or 
more design techniques. The design must be a least four (4) times long and/or wide as 
it is high. The design is to be viewed and judged from above.  Hence, if the design is 4” 
high, it must be at least 16” long or if the design is 6” high, it must be 24” long or wide. 
The above design techniques that must be incorporated refer basically to the vines and 
foliage (not the roses) and include abstracting the leaves; banding/wrapping; binding/
bundling; braiding; clustering; grouping, layering, Pave’; reflexing, stacking, etc. The list 
of these techniques number 34!  While the completed design could be very attractive on 
a low table with roses viewed from above, space needed for each design could be a 
concern in flower shows. My verdict on this style is still out! Happy Designing!

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2018 TRS OFFICERS AND BOARD 
MEMBERS

At the August 28th Board Meeting, Tacoma Rose Society President Keith Ripley 
appointed the following members to the nominating committee for the upcoming 
November 16th election: Margaret Leisner, Jo Martin and Kerry Tynes.  The committee 
has respectfully submitted the following candidates to serve as Officers and members 
of the Board of Directors of the Tacoma Rose Society for 2018:
!
! OFFICERS: (1 One Year Term)
! President: Keith Ripley
! 1st Vice President and Rose Show Chair:  Matt Hixon
! 2nd Vice President and Program Chair:  John Moe
! Secretary: Margaret Leisner
! Treasurer: Barbara Lind

! BOARD OF DIRECTORS: (Two year term)
! Diane Belknap
! Kerry Tynes
! Cliff Martin: (to serve the 2nd year of Steve Mitchell’s term.)

! Remaining on the Board to complete the 2nd year of their term:
! Gracie Baker
! Rebecca Rehburg

These nominees will be introduced at the October 19th TRS meeting at Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church. Additional nominations will be accepted at that time.

A REMEDY FOR DEER
by Anne Wood

Anne has been a TRS member for 
about 10 years.  She wants to share 
this picture of her beautiful rose garden 
and her tip for keeping out those 
hungry deer.

This picture is part of my rose garden 
on Fox Island. I finally treated the 
roses like they are supposed to be 
treated this year. The reason I’m 
sending the picture is to tell you about 
the anti deer spray I use. Notice no 
fence in the middle of major deer 
country. The spray I use is one part 

‘South Africa’
Grandiflora, deep 

‘Soul Sister’
Floribunda, apricot 

‘Rainbow’s End’
Miniature, yellow blend

‘Memorial Day’
Hybrid Tea, med pink
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milk and two parts water. Any kind of milk will work, skim to whole. I wish I could take 
credit for this simple recipe but I read it in a foot note in “Horticulture” several years ago. 
It works as the picture indicates. I spray every 3 or 4 days or after a rain. I also use it on 
gladiola, hydrangea, tulips, any thing deer love. 

SOIL TESTING

Soil testing was mentioned at the last meeting.  John Moe sent a sample to Simply Soil 
Testing a couple of years ago. While they have a range of testing available, he used the 
complete test which costs $24.  He felt the results were very well presented.  John will 
probably repeat testing this spring.  

! Simply Soil Testing! ! email: service@simplysoiltesting.com
! 20312 Lafayette Rd! ! phone: (360) 202-1086
! Burlington, WA 98233! ! hours: 9:00am - 5:30pm, Mon – Fri

WESTERN WASHINGTON FAIR ROSE SHOWS
(Thanks to the Puyallup Rose Society newsletter for the list of winners).

Winners in the first Rose Show September 3
Best Shrub with Queen of Sweden – Bill Wilson 

Best Miniflora with Sandy’s Pick – Mike Peterson 
Best Three Blooms Miniflora with Showstopper – Mike Peterson 

2nd Best Three Blooms with Joy – Mike Peterson 
2nd Best Miniature with Innocence - Bruce & Barbara Lind

Winners in the second Rose Show September 10
Best Three Blooms Miniflora with Leading Lady – Bill Wilson 

Best Hybrid Tea with Marilyn Monroe – Barbara and Bruce Lind 
Best Shrub with Rose de Rescht – Barbara and Bruce Lind 

2nd Best Miniature with Daddy Frank – Mike Peterson 
2nd Best Miniflora with Foolish Pleasure – Mike Peterson 

2nd Best Shrub with Lydia Rose – Mike Peterson

Winners in the 3rd Rose Show 
Best Hybrid Tea with Gemini - Mike Peterson 

Second Best Hybrid Tea with Barbara Streisand - Nelson Vitous 
Best Floribunda Spray with Pretty Lady - Mike Peterson 

Second Best Floribunda Spray with Our Lady of Guadalupe - Lonnie Garceau 
Best Miniature with Chelsea Belle - Lonnie Garceau 

Second Best Miniature with Magic Show - Bruce and Barbara Lind 
Best Three Blooms Miniatures with Irresistible - Elena Williams 

Second Best Three Blooms Miniatures with Dancing Flame - Bruce and Barbara Lind 
Best Miniflora with Foolish Pleasure - Mike Peterson  
Second Best Miniflora with Deja Blu - Gracie Baker

Winners in the 4th Rose Show 
Queen of Hybrid Teas with Ausso di Cuori - John and Caroline Fredette 

Second Best Hybrid Tea with Kleopatra - Lonnie Garceau 
Best Floribunda Spray with Iceberg - Margret Duffy 

Best Shrub Spray with Sparrieshoop - Bruce and Barbara Lind 
Second Best Shrub Spray with Be-Bop - Lonnie Garceau 
Queen of Miniatures with The Lighthouse - Mike Peterson 
Second Best Miniature with Minnie Pearl - Lonnie Garceau 

Best Miniflora with Foolish Pleasure - Mike Peterson 
Second Best Miniflora with Tammy Clemons - John and Caroline Fredette 

‘Gartnerfreude’
aka ‘Toscana vigorosa’

Shrub, dark (medium) red

‘Sunset Celebration’
Hybrid tea, apricot blend

‘Stanwell Perpetual’
Hybrid Spinosissima, 

white

‘Souvenir de St. Anne’s’
Bourbon, light pink

mailto:service@simplysoiltesting.com
mailto:service@simplysoiltesting.com
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Barbara & Bruce Lind
2132 Bridgeport Way
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society  
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  

Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August.

Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers
President
Keith Ripley  253-474-9603 
1st Vice President
Matt Hixon  253-677-8634
2nd VP & Program Chair
John Moe  253-815-1072
Secretary
Margaret Leisner  253-537-2564
Treasurer
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246
Board Members
Gracie Baker  253-851-5154
Becky Rehburg  253-582-6631
Caroline Bleckert  253-756-7208
Kerry Tynes  253-970-5968
Steve Mitchell  253-459-4116
Past President
Greta Hixon  253-720-6072
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin  253-752-5857 
Diane Proff  253-927-5867
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246
Membership Chair
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564
Artistic Director
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Door Prizes Chair
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544
Sunshine Chair
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Hospitality Co-Chairs
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians
(* = Master Rosarian)

Sheldon Arkin, 253-472-0266, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Greta Hixon, 253-720-6072, Gig Harbor
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Ed Pawlowski*, 253-876-6324, Auburn
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-582-6631, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, University Place
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup

mailto:barbaralind@mac.com
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