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Seattle Sunrise

UPCOMING EVENTS
TRS May Meeting
Thursday, 19, 7 PM
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
May Board Meeting
Monday, May 23
at Jo & Cliﬀ Martin’s home

Crown Princess Margareta

Baronne Prevost

Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society
Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for
Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden

MAY MEETING - CAROLINE FREDETTE
“ALL ABOUT CLIMBING ROSES”

June Meeting
Thursday, June 16
Caroline Fredette, Master Rosarian and Horticulture Judge from the Seattle Rose
Practice Rose Show
Society, is a life-long rosarian. In addition to being a main-stay in the Seattle Rose
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Society, Caroline has been active in the ARS at the District and National levels.
Caroline has been recognized for her many contributions with awards from the PNW
District for Outstanding Consulting Rosarian, Outstanding Judge, and the Silver
Honor Medal. Caroline started showing roses as a “Junior” and has never slowed
down. She is a respected expert in all phases of our rose hobby.

April Meeting Treats
Bruce Bleckert
Greta Hixon
Jane Michelinie
Keith Ripley

The care of climbing roses is the source of many questions posed to Consulting
Rosarians at any public event. Caroline Fredette has often written and lectured on all
facets of the care of climbing roses. She will present “All About Climbing Roses” at
the May TRS meeting. If you have questions about growing climbers (and who
doesn’t,) you will not want to miss Caroline’s program. This is definitely a program
that everyone should attend!
Our meeting will start at 7pm with a horticulture “clinic”. Bruce Lind will lead a Q & A
session on seasonal topics in rose culture. Included will be some information on what
you can do in your garden to prepare your roses for our TRS rose show on June 25.
We do want everyone to share some of their roses with us and the visitors to our rose
show.
There will also be a silent auction of plants and other rose items. John Moe and the
Linds will bring some cuttings of roses they have started in their greenhouses. Also,
we will have some miniature roses that were rescued from the Olympia garden of
Wayne and Lois Parpala. Some of these will be roses that are no longer easy to find
in commerce. Many of them are miniatures/minifloras. If you have healthy plants you
would like to donate, please bring them.

‘Lynn’
Miniflora, Mauve

We are looking forward to seeing you at the meeting. Don’t forget your checkbook!
Note: Consulting Rosarians - don’t forget to sign up for CR credit for Caroline’s talk!
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Some of the Silent
Auction Roses at the
May meeting

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Greta Hixon, Consulting Rosarian
I’d like to thank everyone for their well wishes after my recent surgery! Although things
didn’t exactly go as planned, I think it worked out for the best and will just take a little
longer to recover. I am biting at the bit to get out and work in the garden now! I’ve seen
that a number of members have posted on Face Book that they have had blooms
opening up the last couple of weeks and for us in Washington State that is very early!
Matt and I have had several blooms opening this last week on ‘Sunsprite’, ‘Sparkle &
Shine’, ‘Black Jade’, ‘Iced Raspberry’ and ‘Diamond Eyes’. Now we wait and see what
will happen to the roses that were hit with the Downy Mildew last year.

I hope you all are starting to think about our Rose Show that is coming up next month
on June 25th! Please, if you are a new member don’t let it intimidate you! We have lots
‘Behold’
of folks who would be more than willing to help you figure out how to show your roses!
Miniature, Medium Yellow We have a special section just for novices too, and it is a lot easier than you may think.
We also have a Junior section, so if you have children or grandchildren who might like
to participate we would love to have them! There are no entry fees and, who knows,
they may win a ribbon or a trophy! [Editors’ Note: Children under the age of 18 are
eligible to enter the Junior Sections of the TRS Rose Show. There is the requirement
that these children must be actively involved in caring for their own roses to exhibit in
the Horticulture Section of the rose show. Juniors may use roses grown outdoors by
others in designs entered in the Arrangement Section of the show.] This show is open
to the public to participate in! The show opens for the public at 12 noon for viewing. If
you would like to donate something for the trophy table, please contact Gracie Baker
whose number is on the back page under Consulting Rosarians. Thank you all for your
donations and support! We couldn’t do it without your help!
‘Glowing Amber’

Miniature, Red Blend

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
by Margaret Leisner -Master Rosarian
I walked through the Point Defiance Rose Garden recently and was amazed at the
changes since I was there on pruning day just a few weeks ago. The bushes had
leafed out and there was a great deal of color already…it goes to show what a few
“summery” days will do for plants! I understand some new records were set in April for
high temps and it is evident at the garden. I was especially interested in looking at all of
the new and replacement roses that were purchased this year; they, too, are looking
good.

‘Grace Seward’
Miniature, White

‘Judy Fischer’
Miniature, Medium Pink

While there I had an opportunity to speak with the garden Horticulturist Steve Herbig; he
also was pleased with the condition of the garden. He has already sprayed a fungicide
for blackspot this year…a problem that just did not show up last year since it was so dry.
On and off rainy spells so far this spring might mean more frequent spraying. He and
the Metro Parks crew have been busy edging the beds in the garden and plan to fertilize
soon.
Several TRS members have asked me if it is almost time for the summer deadheading
program to begin. It is gratifying to know that there is already an interest in this annual
community project. However, the starting date is still a few weeks away and while there
is color on many of the bushes, they do not need deadheading yet. The June Point
Defiance column will focus on how YOU can join the “Deadheaders” each week at the
garden. In the meantime, check to see that your pruners are clean and well sharpened
and that you have a pair of sturdy gloves (gauntlets offer the best protection). You might
want to purchase a small bucket for clippings if you do not already have one. All of the
above will be useful in your home garden too.
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For those members who wish to mark their calendars, the first deadheading session at
the Point Defiance garden will be on WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22ND from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m., or until finished. After that they will be at those same times each THURSDAY
through and including THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th.

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
by John Moe, Master Rosarian
Q - During the “early bird” session at the last meeting you talked about suckers as being
new growth from below the bud union. But I think that I might have an own root rose,
but if it has no bud union, can there be a sucker? If I see what might be one, what
should I do?
A – You are correct that an own root rose has no bud union, so if you are not sure it is an
own root rose, and you see what you think might be a sucker, just let it grow for a bit. An
own root rose can have a sucker, but it is very rare and can come from a root anomaly.
Suckers normally emerge and rapidly shoot above the rest of the rose bush in a matter
of weeks. And because it is produced from below the bud union, it “sucks” the nutrients
up before they can get to the rose variety you purchased. Hence the term - “sucker”.
Eventually they will kill the rose variety you purchased, and you are left with nothing but
understock. Suckers are quite easily distinguished from the real rose, in that they have
7 leaflets making up the leaf, are very thorny, are normally smaller with a lighter green
as opposed to a tad darker green with usually 3 and 5 leaflets in the leaf of the rose. If it
is appears to be a sucker, it is best dealt with by digging down, pulling and twisting it off rather than cutting it with your pruner. But if the new growth and leaves look like the rest
of the bush, it probably is a new basal cane on your own root rose.

‘Kiss ‘n’Tell’
Miniature, Apricot Blend

‘Life Lines’
Climbing Miniature
Orange Red, Striped

Q – When it comes to working in the rose garden, I am of the more ‘laid back’ type trying
to do the least amount of work, as I would rather be on the golf course. So, when it
comes to lime and fertilizer, can I do both at the same time?
A – Before I answer your question directly, let’s take a moment and review why we do
those tasks. Simply stated, we are fertilizing to provide food for our roses. But as for
lime, that is a tad different. Lime is usually added to acid soils to increase soil pH, but if
we don’t know what the pH of our soil is, how do we know if we should add lime, and if
so, how much? This is why it is always good to have a soil test! Our normal pH in this
area is about 5.2, which is quite acidic, but if you have been liming on a regular basis,
your soil might be closer to the desired range of 6.0 to 6.5, which is just slightly acidic. If
the pH drops back down to the mid 5’s, your roses can't adequately absorb nutrients,
including those provided by fertilizer -- such as nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium.
Lime raises your soil's pH so the roses can get the food they need. Now to answer your
question - you can apply both on the same day but, if you need both, I believe it's best to
stagger the applications. If you know, or a soil test shows that the pH is too low, go
ahead and lime a week or so before fertilizing. If your pH levels regularly stay between
6.0 and 6.5, you don't need to apply lime every spring and fall. My last complete soil
test indicated the pH to be 6.4, with a recommendation for no lime, so this year I am
going to defer until fall.

‘Luis Desamero’
Miniature, Light Yellow

Q – I am out in the garden crawling around scratching in some fertilizer, and see on a
few bushes what looks like a frothy white mass. What am I seeing, and what should I
do? Will it damage my rose?
A – What you are seeing is the froth or spittle that the immature spittlebugs (nymphs)
use to hide on plant tissue when they feed. And yes, there is a bug inside that froth!
Spittlebugs pierce the plant stems and suck plant juices, and can stunt some plants, but
the damages are minimal, and the bugs can be picked or washed off with a forceful
stream of water. The spittle serves multiple purposes in that it; protects from predators,
insulates them from extreme temperature, and prevents them from dehydrating. The

‘Merlot’
Miniature, Red Blend
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spittlebug froth protects the insects from chemicals. Fortunately, insecticides are rarely,
if ever needed.

WEDDING FLOWERS!!!
By Jo Martin, Master Rosarian
It is my distinct pleasure to write this article about wedding flowers, particularly because
it is about our daughter Brenda’s wedding flowers from this past weekend. Brenda
Martin married her childhood friend William Brachvogel (Bill) in Phoenix, AZ, April 30, in
the most beautiful wedding I have ever attended. All aspects were amazing, not the
least of which were the flowers for the wedding- none of which I had a hand in deciding
or arranging, except for the 5 rose boutonnieres for the men involved that I made.
The ceremony took place in a grand old mansion, the Wrigley (chewing-gum) Mansion,
built in the early 30s complete with its original art collection and a baby grand piano
rumored to be more valuable than the whole mansion and grounds. The mansion sits on
a small knoll overlooking Phoenix where the evening lights glittered like stars.
To digress, the Martin family is not known for putting on a successful outdoor garden
wedding. Twenty-four years ago, July 4 is noted as the rainiest day on record; it was our
son’s wedding planned in our rose garden. So, what could possibly happen in sunny
AZ? A beautiful week, a beautiful practice day on Friday. I was a bit apprehensive of
walking the long steep set of stairs into the lower garden where the ceremony was
planned, but I held tightly onto our son’s arm and didn’t fall down. Mother of the bride
was ready for anything! However, about 4 p.m. on Brenda’s wedding day, the winds
began to blow fiercely and raindrops started! Her veil caught the wind in pre-photos and
landed in a planting. So, outdoor plans were scrapped and the wedding ceremony was
moved indoors in the mansion.
Oh, yes! Wedding flowers. The choice of flowers included white roses, white
ranunculus, eggplant colored orchids, wax flowers, aborigine and white calla lilies, white
stock, white glads, lime green hydrangea, and various foliages. Since the ceremony
was moved into a huge drawing room, the end fireplace was staged with two large mass
arrangements on either side set on tall Grecian pedestals. Their style blended
beautifully with the antique surroundings. Brenda carried a hand-held clutch bouquet of
the same flowers with accent on white roses. As MOTB, I wore a wrist bouquet of tiny
white roses and wax flowers attached to a comfortable pearl beaded band (something
new to me.)
Moving to the reception room next door where 10 tables were set with alternating
bouquets of the same combinations of flowers. Five were huge masses with trailing ivy
on top four-foot high clear glass stands while the remaining five tables had lower
tabletop designs. White votive candles lent elegance to the evening wedding. The three
tiered wedding cake had a drift of orchids, white roses and ranunculus. White rose
petals and white votive candles surrounded the cake.
In my day, I have arranged many wedding flowers, but this one topped them all and I
could just sit back and enjoy the day!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 106TH TRS ROSE SHOW
By Keith Ripley, Show Chairman
"
Got Roses? Well, you should have quite a bit of color and even a few open
blooms at this juncture in our spring. As I write this, it seems more like summer than
spring as it is 89 degrees in the shade and I deadheaded my first rose over a week ago.
As Greta said last month in the QH, our Rose Show Committee has selected “The Silk
Road” as the theme for our show this year. We are once again blessed with holding our

Queen’s Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of Roses

show at Multicare Hospital’s Jackson Hall free of charge. It is located at 314 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Way Tacoma, WA.
"
As Monica Weidman is nearing the completion of her art work for the schedule
cover, we have been busy getting the three Divisions of the schedule compiled. By the
time we are convening for our May Meeting, we will make working copies of the
completed schedule available to you both at the meeting and online at our website:
http://www.tacomarosesociety.org
If you grow mini/miniflora roses please pay particular attention to our
President’s Challenge this year in Division I – Challenge Classes. You could win a
very nice trophy for placing “5 or more” of these roses in a little lotus bowl and
exhibiting it in our show. Then too, with the promise of great summer weather and
your gardening spirit and talents, you could win any number of nearly 60 other
trophies, ribbons and American Rose Society Medal Certificates for your efforts.
Further, please remember, if you are placing an exhibit for Division III Class 7 ‘The
Hanging Lantern’, that you must notify me before June 12, 2016 so that we may reserve
the space for your exhibit.
Please prepare for the show early and I can guarantee you WILL be a winner
because you are part of a big extended family. We make a difference every time we
meet, talk on the phone, receive a card, share our learning and information on rose
culture – because we share the love of roses and all the beauty and magic that they
bring forth. Your roses are special - - so treat them special and they will proliferate and
just love you back especially those that are special enough to smell like they just arrived
from heaven. Perhaps they did.
So, be kind to your beautiful roses: select a sunny site with good soil, water
adequately, spray if needed and fertilize judiciously. Repeat. Happy May. More in June.

‘Party Girl’
Miniature, Yellow Blend

‘Rainbow’s End
Miniature, Yellow Blend

TRS MEMBERS INVITED TO THE
OLYMPIA ROSE SOCIETY POTLUCK PICNIC
by Jan Imus
The summer ORS business meeting will be a potluck picnic on Sunday August 28,
from 12pm to 4pm, at the Rose Garden in Priest Point Park, 2600 East Bay Drive
Northeast, Olympia, WA 98506.
We have reserved the Rose Garden and its Shelter for fun, food and games. There
will be cards, cribbage boards and a possible tournament? We will have a scavenger
hunt and the lawn games, bocce ball and croquet.
The potluck lunch will start a 1 pm. Olympia Rose Society will provide paper plates,
‘Rise ‘n’ Shine’
napkins and eating utensils. Please remember to bring a serving utensil for your potluck Miniature, Medium Yellow
donation. The Rose Garden shelter has running cold water, counters, picnic tables and
electricity. We can plug in crock pots, so dig out your chili or corn on the cob recipe.
There is a small barbecue and there will be a fire pit with coals.
The Rose Garden is the first picnic area at the top of the hill after turning off East Bay
Drive. This garden area has many picnic tables, in the sun, and shade, free close parking
and public rest rooms just across the street.
The business meeting shall be short, the agenda: prize winners, update on the
Centennial Garden and announcements.
Save the date: August 28, 2016, the first annual Olympia Rose Society PotLuck Picnic.
(Editor’s note: This picnic sounds like a lot of fun! The TRS Picnic is Sunday, August 14.)

APRIL MEETING - THE EVOLUTION OF FLOWERS by Dr. Gary
Ritchie
The April TRS meeting is always like a three ring circus. Fortunately for us, the rings are
not all active at the same time. First we have the delivery of the fertilizer and alfalfa by

‘Rose de Rescht’
Portland, Deep Pink
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‘Sam Trivitt’
Miniature, Apricot Blend

the Puyallup Rose Society. This is followed by the TRS annual group photo. We
then settle in for a great program by Dr. Gary Ritchie of the Olympia and Tacoma
Rose Societies. This year Gary took us through the evolution of flowers, essentially
from the origin of the earth. Motivated by a question from a Middle School student,
“Dr. Ritchie; Why don’t ferns have flowers?”, Gary organized a wonderful, beautifully
illustrated time travel tour of the development of plant life on earth. Gary marked
our passage through time with an ascent of the Space Needle, with most of the
plant action taking place at the level of the “12TH Man Flag.” For many of us, the
talk was so engaging that we took in a re-run at the May meeting of the Puyallup
Rose Society. The thing about a great talk by a knowledgeable speaker is that you
will always continue to learn with additional exposure. Thanks to Gary for another
great talk illuminating the science of our rose hobby.

FLOWER WORLD REVISITED
by Barbara Lind, Master Rosarian
(Reprinted from the May, 2003 QH)

‘Solar Flair’
Miniature, Yellow Blend
Photo by Rich Baer

‘Baronne Prevost’
Hybrid Perpetual,
Medium Pink

‘Jo’
Miniature,
Orange Pink

Last year Diane and John Proff told us about a wonderful nursery called Flower
World. So last Friday we went with John and Diane. Flower World is located at
9322 196th St SW in Maltby, which is north of Woodinville. Their website is
www.flowerworldusa.com, (425) 481-7565. It looks like Disneyland for gardeners!
Armed with maps, we started out at about 10:30. The first area that caught our
attention was the fuchsia area. It was fabulous! Every known variety (it seemed) of
fuchsia was there in sizes from small starts to large hanging baskets and impressive
standards. We were looking for upright hardy fuchsias to plant in an area with
partial shade. We found a beautiful gallon-size plant of a variety we have seen at
Point Defiance and had been looking for in every nursery we have visited. We
found a cart and added about 8 other smaller starts – both upright varieties and
trailing ones. Diane was quick to point out that John was first to get a big cart and
start to fill it up with fuchsias. Did I mention that the fuchsia baskets looked like they
were on steroids?
After catching our breath, we headed outside to look at lace leaf maples. I didn’t
know how many varieties there are of these beautiful trees. They came in all sizes
– even some we could afford. John pointed out to Diane that one tree she
particularly liked was only twelve fifty. An amazed look came on her face, but before
she could say anything, he said $1250!
We moved on through rhododendrons and azaleas to look at shade perennials.
We also stopped at the herbs where I added two lavender plants to the cart. On to
more perennials where Bruce found the beautiful blue poppy he wanted so much
when we were at Heronswood last year (and they didn’t have it).
Mock orange bushes smelled heavenly and we had to stop and look at different
varieties. Soon the clematis area pulled us in and we spent a while talking about
these beautiful vines. Diane knows more about clematis than anyone I know. Next
we found a Viburnum burkwoodii. We have seen this bush in a garden near our
house. It is so fragrant that you can smell it halfway down the block. Both John and
Bruce went to work choosing the best ones – the ones in front had been slightly
crushed from everyone leaning over them to smell the flowers.
We stopped to look at several varieties of currant bushes. We have a King Edward
VII that is so pretty in the spring. It might need a cousin for companionship! Soon it
was 1:30 and we decided to stop for a rest near the Coke vending machine. We
were exhausted and we had only seen a fraction of the place. We didn’t even make
it to the annuals!
After the alliums snagged us and we added several more plants to our carts, we
finally made it to the rose area. There we found a large variety of all types of roses,
but not any that we have not seen in our great local nurseries. Anyway, we don’t
have any more room in our yard…next year???
After paying (we had shown remarkable restraint according to John), we went to
lunch at the Maltby Café. It was only open until 3:00PM and we made it just under
the wire. It was a wonderful lunch, but that’s another story. What a day!

Queen’s Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of Roses

A couple of weeks ago we returned to Flower World with Diane and Becky
Rehburg. We started the day with an early lunch at the Maltby Cafe. This is an
absolute requirement to the adventure. Fortified with that wonderful brunch, we spent
the rest of the day at Flower World. It was just as exciting as the last time. If you are
looking for a great field trip, this is it!

Here is where the
roses are located.

Entrance to Flower World

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY – YEAR 2016 DUES
$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA 98466
Name ______________________________________________________________

One of the many ‘rooms’
at Flower World

Address ____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________
Telephone ________________Email address ____________________________
!

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____ hard copy __

‘Sparrieshoop’
Shrub, Light Pink
Photo by Rich Baer

‘Mariotta’
Miniature, Deep Pink‘
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Barbara & Bruce Lind
2132 Bridgeport Way
University Place, WA
98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com
Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit
educational organization affiliated with the
American Rose Society.
Meetings: the third Thursday of the
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar
year. Check payable to the Tacoma Rose
Society.
Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmasters: Gracie Baker,
Steve Mitchell
Meetings are held at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA

Park and enter in the back!
Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5
take the Highway 16W Exit (132).
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on
Union Ave. There is a stoplight at the
intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1
block East. Turn right on S 19th and
then left into the parking lot.
The parking lot can also be accessed
via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers
President
Greta Hixon 253-720-6072
gretajan62@gmail.com
1st VP & Rose Show Chair
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603
KR-TRS@comcast.net
2nd VP & Program Chair
John Moe 253-815-1072
mjmoe@seanet.com
Secretary
Margaret Leisner 253-537-2564
meleisner@comcast.net
Treasurer
Barbara Lind 253-565-0246
barbaralind@mac.com
Board Members
Matt Hixon 253-677-8634
Elkhunt62@hotmail.com
Gracie Baker
grayfilly@comcast.net
Becky Rehburg
bcrehburg@gmail.com
Caroline Bleckert
253-756-7208
Kerry Tynes
ktyness@aol.com
Past President
Bruce Bleckert 253-759-1619
bruciebaby@hotmail.com
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin 253-752-5857
tearoselady@harbornet.com
George Heger 253-565-4530
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
dianeproff@gmail.com
Daisy Radloff 253-272-0063
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind 253-565-0246
lindbruce@mac.com

Membership Chair
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564
Artistic Director
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Door Prizes Chair
Sue DeRome
SueDeRome@Yahoo.com
Sunshine Chair
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Hospitality Co-Chairs
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg
ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians
(* = Master Rosarian)
Sheldon Arkin, 253-472-0266, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
George Heger, 253-565-4530, West Tacoma
Greta Hixon, 253-720-6072, Gig Harbor
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246,
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Ed Pawlowski*, 253-876-6324, Auburn
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388,
Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-582-6631, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, University Place
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup

