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Queen’s Herald

MARCH MEETING - THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2019

“It’s Spring!”  by Gracie Baker, Master Rosarian
"It's Spring!" Great opportunities abound this time of year to get our roses off to a 
wonderful start. Gracie will  talk about spring soil care, planting roses, pruning (just a 
little), early insect activity, helpful hints to get us personally into shape for this year's 
gardening, and other tidbits of spring info.  Gracie is a great speaker who will get us 
in the mood for spring.

Right before Gracie’s presentation, Bruce Lind will start the meeting with a “clinic” on 
what to do in your garden this month.  Please bring all your rose 
related questions.

There will be a sign-up list at the meeting for ordering Puyallup 
fertilizer and alfalfa.  You must reserve your order in advance!  
Delivery will be at our April meeting on Thursday April 18.  There 
is more information about fertilizer and alfalfa in this newsletter.

We look forward to seeing you at the March meeting.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Matt Hixon, Consulting Rosarian  

Welcome rose lovers.  Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!
     We had a true Alaska February in the beautiful city of Tacoma with record breaking 
snow fall. I had a total of 24 inches at my place and amounts varied throughout the 
PNW.  Sno-pocalypse '19 seems to have crested. Warm, wet air is pouring in from the 
southwest and the long thaw has begun. Just in time!
As the snow is melting away we think about warmer days ahead along with new 
growth of our roses. I’ve been asked by co-workers: when is a good time to prune? 
What about the new growth forming on my roses in January and now we have cold 
snowy weather in February, is my rose bush going to die?  These are very good 
questions. We did have an unusually warm and dry January and Mother nature 
reminded us who is boss in February - winter is not over.
     I tell them that we look for the yellow forsythia to bloom, I also learned from are 
very own Dr. Gary Ritchie to look for the daffodils, that’s a good sign that spring has 
started in the PNW. The new growth that you are seeing is from the warm start of 
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winter that confused the bush. No need to worry about that, you will end up pruning 
that new growth this spring. Have confidence that your roses are hardy and they 
should not die from the cold snap. 
     March is a good month to think about spring chores. It’s a good time to order the 
Puyallup Fertilizer and alfalfa meal. My back; and I’m sure yours too, thanks the 
Puyallup Rose Society for having the Fertilizer in 25lb bags instead of 50lbs bags as 
we’ve seen in the past. Thanks PRS for sharing this opportunity. This Fertilizer is a 
special blend for our area soil, so take advantage of this good price, your roses will 
love you for it. 
     Other things that happened in February (besides the cold weather) was a good 
meeting where we learned the do’s and don’ts of rose pruning from Dr. Gary Richie 
and Bruce Lind. Gary passed on the knowledge of some great rose growers that are 
no longer with us; however; their expertise was passed on. Bruce shared some of the 
tricks of pruning and shared with us a challenge he and Barbara had last year from 
someone who needed their climbing rose bush (residing along a fence line) pruned. 
WOW, they had their work cut out for them and it turned out beautiful. 
     BIG SHOUT OUT to The PNW and TRS Members that provided articles in the 
January/February 2019 ARS Magazine. The first was titled “Spring Pruning of Modern 
Roses” by TRS member and Master Rosarian Elena Williams. Elena discussed how 
to best invigorate the plant and encourage new growth where the flowers will grow.  
     Second was TRS members and Master Consulting Rosarians Bruce and Barbara 
Lind’s article on Pruning Climbing Roses and a project they did with the climbing 
Rose called ‘Claire Jacquier’. It had been there for over fifty years and was attached 
to a fence that was 25 feet in length. This was a great article and a challenging job by 
Bruce and Barbara. The owner was very happy along with the bees. Great Job!   
     Third was Dennis Konsmos’ receiving of the 2018 Guy Blake Hedrick Award at the 
Pacific Northwest District Fall Conference on November 3rd, 2018. Quoted in the 
article, “Dennis is the epitome of a gentlemen, a person who freely shares his 
immense knowledge of how to grow and show roses.” Well Done Dennis, 
Congratulations.
     The forth article described a personal investigation into the anatomy and 
physiology of the rose by TRS member Gary Ritchie, PhD, Master Consulting 
Rosarian. In his article Gary stated “My 40-year career as a research scientist in plant 
physiology, along with my passion for growing roses, provided me with important 
insights into the science and practice of rose growing.” This is a great article!
     With spring around the corner and Rose shows on the horizon, there is a lot 
happening in the Tacoma Rose society. I look forward to seeing everyone out there 
and the opportunity to continue learning from you.                                 
INSPIRE ON!      

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
John Moe, Master Rosarian

Q – We had a very good meeting last month when 
Dr. Gary Ritchie talked to us about the science of 
pruning.  If you recall, he talked about gall near the 
end of his program and he mentioned that the gall 
bacteria, which is soil borne, could enter the plant 
from a wound in the roots.  My question at the time 
was being many of us do a root pruning when 
planting a rose, do we then make it susceptible for 
the bacteria to enter from our wounding or root 
pruning?

A – Dr. Ritchie said at the time he wasn’t sure, but I 
knew that he wasn’t one to let it lie.  He did some research and the next day I 
received an email from him, so being you heard the question, I thought you should 
hear an answer as well.  I hope he doesn’t mind my sharing, but he wrote, “Although I 
have never seen them on roots myself, according to the Compendium of Rose 
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Diseases, the galls do occur on roots. It makes perfect sense that they would, 
which begs the question "Why have I never seen them on roots?" Maybe they 
were there but I just didn't notice.  We continue to learn.”   I replied – “I have 
never seen one either, but maybe if there was one, it might have been broken off 
when digging up a plant. Yes, we do continue to learn”.  If any of you do find 
some gall on the roots when digging up a plant, please take some photos and 
send them to me so I can share and we all can learn.

Q – I was one of the folks that filled out the program interest survey that you had 
at the last meeting.  Thank you for doing this!  Have you had the time to evaluate 
it?  What were some of the top requests?

A –Thanks to the 24 respondents who took the time and effort to do this!  The top 
requests for programs were; soil preparation and maintenance, watering 
systems, growing and pruning climbers, fertilizing, container growing and 
winterizing.  There will be a copy of the tabulated results at the sign-in desk at 
the next meeting, and we will do our best to get these in our programs this year!  
There were requests for every item on that list, but a number of them that were 
not the top picks could be covered in the “early bird” sessions, so be sure to be 
there! 

Q – What is so special about the Puyallup fertilizer?  Can’t I go to Home Depot, 
Lowes, McLendon’s, etc., and pick up basically the same thing?

A – Yes, you can get fertilizer at the places that you mentioned, but it just isn’t the 
same or as good!  The Puyallup fertilizer is a custom blended mix for us in that 
they add the micronutrients and trace elements determined to be the best for 
growing roses in the PNW.  This year it will be available in 25 lb. bags that will be 
a lot easier to handle and will sell for $13.  Put in your order at the March meeting 
and pick it up at April’s meeting.  Gardeners – this fertilizer is great for your 
veggie beds as well! 

 PUYALLUP FERTILIZER AND ALFALFA  
AT THE APRIL MEETING

The Puyallup Rose Society’s fund raiser is to sell fertilizer and alfalfa.  We 
benefit from this activity when they sell it to us and bring the bags to our meeting.

Puyallup fertilizer is designed with trace elements specifically for roses, but it can 
be used as a general purpose fertilizer in your garden.  Alfalfa meal is a good 
organic soil additive and it contains a plant alcohol, tricontanol, that stimulates  
rose growth.  It can be used when planting roses, as a top dressing and as a 
spring tonic in alfalfa tea.

In April Bill Wilson and his team will bring tons of fertilizer and alfalfa to the 
parking lot behind Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  You will be able to drive up and 
our helpers will load your car.
     
Bill has made a change that will help us handle our bags of fertilizer and alfalfa.  
The size of the bags has been reduced to 25 lbs.  The cost for alfalfa meal is $9 
for a 25 lb bag.  The 25 lb bag of fertilizer is $13. 

You must reserve your order in advance!  There will be a sign-up sheet at the 
March meeting or you can reserve your order by calling or emailing Barbara Lind 
(253-565-0246, barbaralind@mac.com).  

You can pay ahead of time with a check if you want.  Make the check payable 
to the Puyallup Rose Society.

‘Lavaglut’ 
Floribunda, dark red 

One of the roses that will be 
available at the Garden Sale 

Snow at Faith’s house

Snow at Diane  
Belknap’s house
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Holes prepared

THE BEAUTY OF ROSES
 Jo Martin, Master Consulting Rosarian

     The theme of the 2019 Tacoma Rose Show is “The Beauty of Roses” which was 
chosen by the Show Chairman, Kerry Tynes. The schedule committee is busy 
formulating an interesting and hopefully an inspiring schedule of classes that will fill 
the show room with beautiful rose arrangements.
     Thinking of the beauty of roses brings to mind the many different facets of the 
rose: there is the intrinsic beauty of a single bloom or how beautiful roses are when 
in clusters. There are so many different shapes and sizes of roses from 5 petaled 
single roses to the fully ruffled ones. There is a wide range of colors from the whitest 
of whites to the deepest of reds and the many tints and blends in between. Many 
feel the beauty of roses is defined by fragrance. Again, there are so many and 
varied scents that roses afford us: damask, old rose, lemon, honey, myrrh, tea, 
licorice, the various fruity fragrances, and spices, to name a few. The most 
perceptive noses can detect so many beautiful fragrances. It is with these qualities 
of shapes and forms, colors and fragrances that the show schedule will present the 
beauty of roses. Whether we design with hybrid tea or grandiflora roses, floribunda 
or polyanthas, Old Garden Roses, shrubs, climbers or rambling roses, miniatures or 
minifloras, there is no other flower more beautiful than roses!
     A committee of experienced rose arrangers is working on the exact wording of 
the show schedule, which should be ready by the May meeting. A working copy will 
be available so exhibitors can get a head start in planning their entries. The show 
will be held on June 22 at Jackson Hall, the site of our previous shows. If you have 
any arranging questions, please contact Jo Martin, Keith Ripley or Gracie Baker. We 
are here to assist you. Join us in bringing the ‘Beauty of Roses’ to life!  

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Margaret Leisner, Master Rosarian

Although it comes early in the rose year, March can often be one of the busiest 
months regarding events that benefit the Point Defiance Rose Garden, and 2019 is 
no exception.  While there are other TRS activities to inform members about in this 
month’s column, I will begin with THE ANNUAL GARDEN SALE AT THE PAGODA 
ON SATURDAY, MARCH 30th. As always, this is a ONE DAY SALE and the time is 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please put this date on your calendar and plan to come and 
bring a friend or relative too!

This is a sale that you do not want to miss, as there will be a large selection of rose 
bushes, misc. plants and bulbs from which to choose; all at low prices and NO 
SALES TAX. Tacoma Rose Society Rosarians will be on hand during the entire sale 
to assist you with your purchases and will even deliver them to your vehicle. Cash 
and personal checks are welcome (sorry, no credit cards.)

For “garage sale” shoppers, there also will be assorted garden treasures and books 
that need new homes.  An educational table will be stocked with handouts and 
pamphlets for novice rose growers; as well as information on how to join the 
Tacoma Rose Society and or the American Rose Society.  As always, all proceeds 
from this sale go to benefit the Point Defiance Rose Garden.

Set up for the sale will be on FRIDAY, MARCH 29TH FROM 12:30 TO 2:30, so if 
you plan to donate rose bushes or misc. plants, etc, please bring them to The 
Pagoda at those times. NOTE: Please notify Barbara Lind which roses you are 
bringing so that she can find a photo of them to display. If possible, dig up the 
bushes just prior to that date and wrap them well in damp newspaper.

2017 Renovation of Quad 2

Design by Karen

Design by Keith

Design by Jo
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Planting team

Roses planted!

Volunteers are needed both days and those who assist on Saturday will be 
provided with a no-host lunch on site. (Please bring something to share.) For 
questions or more information about this important event, please contact any 
Board member listed on the last page of this newsletter. 

In other March events, the annual pruning of the Point Defiance Rose Garden 
was held earlier this month and was a great success, with many volunteers 
present on a cold, but sunny Saturday, March 2nd.  Work continues as well on 
the renovation of one area of the garden (quadrant #1). Snow and cold weather 
in February slowed down the progress, but garden Horticulturist,  Steve Herbig 
reports they are back on track now. As of this writing no date has been set for 
replanting this section, but those who have volunteered to help will be notified 
when one is set. Additional help is always welcome!

 MORE FUN IN THE PT. DEFIANCE PARK ROSE GARDEN!
Bruce Lind, Master Rosarian

The Annual Pruning of the Pt. Defiance Park Rose Garden was a great success.  
The day was beautifully sunny, we had a great group of volunteer pruners with 
varying levels of prior experience, but all are now certified Expert Rose Pruners.  
Everyone who was able to stay enjoyed another great TRS potluck.  What a lot 
of fun we had!  We hope to see everyone return to volunteer in the garden 
during our summer dead heading sessions that start in late June.

REPLANTING ROSE GARDEN - QUAD 1

In just a couple of weeks we will be replanting the roses in the newly 
renovated Quadrant 1 of the garden.  An alert will go out by email and social 
media as soon as we have a date for the replanting.  

This article is bordered by photos taken during the 2017 replanting of Quadrant 
2.  We will follow the same procedure again this year.  Right now the rose plants 
that were removed from Quad 1 are “heeled in” just a short distance away in the 
Big Border. The plants are labeled and will be removed from the Big Border in 
the order appropriate to replant Quad 1.  

Prior to the replanting a team of TRS volunteers will re-prune the plants, 
shortening up the canes to a size similar to the cleaned up roots.  The same 
sanitation process used at the annual pruning will be followed on planting day.  
Once pruned the plants will be transported to the appropriate new bed in Quad 
1.  Holes will have been pre-dug by Park Horticulturist Steve Herbig’s team of 
workers.  The planting will be done by individuals who love to play in the dirt.  
That could be you!  At the end of the replanting the planters will be tired and 
their clothes will be very muddy.  They will also be smiling with relief when the 
final plant is in its new home with a mound of soil protecting the canes from 
drying out.

As with the pruning, no prior experience with rose garden renovation is 
necessary.  We have a process and we can teach any willing person how to fill a 
key job.  We just need volunteers who don’t mind getting a little dirty for a great 
cause.  The feeling of satisfaction that comes from being a part of a team doing 
something positive for our community is a great reward. And, no surprise, we 
usually look for a place to eat a late lunch together.  Roses, volunteering and 
food are always a winning combination!  Try not to miss the fun!

PS: Wear clothing to suit the weather and that you will not mind getting dirty. 
Some pruners and thornproof gloves will also be a good idea - waterproof if 
possible.

Rose Pruning Team

Roses transported to Quad 2

Healed-in roses  
selected in order 
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TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY - YEAR 2019 DUES

$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society

Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA  
98466

Name 
______________________________________________________________

Address 
______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip 
______________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________Email address __________________________

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____  hard copy _____

Tacoma Home & Garden Show
Pt. Defiance Rose Garden 

Renovation 2019 
Quad 1 

Work in progress 
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PRETTY LADY

Type to enter text

PT. DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN 
2019 PRUNING DAY

Photos by Jo, Keith, Elena & Barbara
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Barbara & Bruce Lind 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail: 
barbaralind@mac.com 

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.   
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August. 
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society.  

Website: 
www.tacomarosesociety.org 
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com 

Meetings are held at  
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA 

Park and enter in the back! 
Driving Directions

From Northbound or Southbound I-5 
take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  

Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers 
President 
Matt Hixon  253-677-8634 
1st Vice President 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968 
2nd VP & Program Chair 
John Moe  253-815-1072 
Secretary 
Gracie Baker  253-851-5154 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
Board Members 
Diane Belknap  253-858-2152 
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821 
Charlotte Chalker 253-531-3466 
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544 
Hank Goeyenbier 253-952-0154 
Past President 
Keith Ripley  253-474-9603 
Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857  
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
Consulting Rosarian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Membership Chair 
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564 
Artistic Director 
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833 
Door Prizes Chair 
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544 
Sunshine Chair 
Diane Proff 253-927-5867 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg 

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians 
(* = Master Rosarian) 

Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma 
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor 
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma 
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend 
Greta & Matt Hixon, 253-720-6072, Gig Harbor 
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia 
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor 
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma 
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246,  
University Place 
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate 
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way 
Ed Pawlowski*, Auburn 
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton 
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens 
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup 
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma 
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom 
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate 
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway 
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma 
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton 
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup
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