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Seattle Sunrise

UPCOMING EVENTS
TRS March Meeting
Thursday, Mar 17, 7 PM

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

March Board Meeting
Monday, Mar 28
at Jo & Cliﬀ Martin’s
home

Crown Princess Margareta

Baronne Prevost

Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society
Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for
Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden
MARCH MEETING
GROWING ROSES IN CONTAINERS - JOHN MOE
ALL ABOUT MINIATURE ROSES - MIKE PETERSON

April Meeting
Thursday, April 21

Our March meeting on Thursday, March 17 will be filled with lots of information. We
will start with a “clinic” on what to do in your garden this month by Bruce Lind. Please
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church bring all your rose-related questions.

Garden Sale at
Pt. Defiance
March 25/26

March Meeting Treats
Diane Belknap
Sharron Etheridge
Rebekah Laflin
Elena Williams

Next, John Moe will present a 30 minute program about how to grow roses in
containers. This will include everything you need to know: what kind of containers to
use, what kind of soil mix you need, how deep to plant the rose, how often to change
the soil, etc. It will get you ready for the following presentation.
Mike Peterson will present a 30 minute program about miniatures and minifloras.
Many people prefer to grow miniature roses in containers. Mike and Alexa Peterson
are well known as excellent exhibitors of minis. Mike will be sharing photos of some of
his favorite varieties.
Consulting Rosarians - John Moe and Elena Williams, District Consulting Rosarian CoChairs will be submitting this evening’s programs for credit. Be sure to sign up!

CHARLES LYLE WEBSTER

Lyle and Keith
at our January Banquet

Lyle was born to Veta and Frank Webster in Chicago, IL on 10.23.1935 and
succumbed to lung cancer in Spanaway, WA on 2.21.2016. Lyle graduated Pontiac
(IL) High School and served in the Marines and the Air Force. Then, he completed
Business College and moved to San Francisco where he spent 35+ years working as
a manager in the transportation and convention industries. Lyle especially liked
working with Western Exhibitors and Majors Trucking with the Gift Shows and GES.
During this time, Lyle was also an active partner for 14 years in the venture - Castro
Gardens Restaurant. After moving to Spanaway, WA in 2005 he quickly made many
new friends at several bar/restaurants. His favorites were Lady Luck, Crickets and
Summit Pub. In 2011 he became an active member of the Tacoma Rose Society and
began exercise sessions at the Lakewood, WA YMCA 2-3 times/week. He was
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2016 New Roses from
the ARS Website

delighted at the number and quality of friendships that developed at both
organizations. Lyle liked to share lively conversation over good food, a nice wine, a
cold beer or a hot coffee. He played along with Jeopardy! every day - vehemently and did crossword puzzles with an ink pen. Lyle is survived by Keith Ripley his
partner and spouse of 43 years, his two sisters: Deryleen Koehl of IL and Carol
Hartley of TX; and many friends and family members. In lieu of flowers send a
donation to an animal shelter. Per his request, there will not be an organized service,
but please gather in small groups when you can and raise a cold one to him for a safe
journey home and let him go gently. He was loved by many.
Cremation with internment at a future date at Mountain View Memorial Park,
Lakewood, WA.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Greta Hixon, Consulting Rosarian

‘Apricots n’ Cream’
Hybrid Tea, apricot blend,
bushy form, very disease
resistant

‘Belinda’s Blush’
Shrub, medium pink,
fragrant

‘Candy Cane Cocktail’
Floribunda, white with
deep pink to red edges,
superior disease
resistance

February is over already and we are now into March so now begins our “spring
chores”. I hope you all have taken some time to start weeding your gardens to get
them ready for any new roses you may be wanting to plant. When the Forsythia
starts to bloom in your area, that is Mother Nature’s way of telling you that the danger
of frost is usually over and you can start to prune your roses. I know that we have
seen the Forsythia blooming here in Gig Harbor so Matt and I have started pruning
our roses and we removed ten roses and planted 7 new ones. I am trying not to
“crowd” my roses so I am leaving more room for the roses I already have. Three feet
is what we like to recommend, but I think you should see what the plant tag tells you
about the growth of the individual rose or look it up on www.helpmefindroses web site
if there is no tag with the rose. Some roses can get very large and bushy so they may
need more room like “Julia Child” and others like “Ebb Tide” don’t require as much
room. When you plant your new roses make sure you at the very least put some
Super phosphate, Alfalfa and Dolomite Lime “if you have acidic soil less than 6.0
when checked”. There are a few other items you can use such as Gypsum, Kelp
Meal, Fish Meal, Cottonseed meal, Bone meal, Blood meal that can really help get
those new roses off to a good start. You should never put fertilizer in your hole
around the rose roots when you are planting them, as they will burn the roots. You
want to wait to fertilize your roses until the soil temperatures are in the 50’s that way
the bacteria that break down the fertilizers are more active.
Our problem at our place is we sit low so we get a lot of soggy areas where the water
does not drain out and as we all know that does not make a good place for roses to
grow so as a result we built raised garden beds. I went and bought too many roses
and need more garden space so we plan to build a couple more raised garden areas.
I am going to try to grow some different kinds of roses such as Austin roses,
Polyanthas and some OGR’s in the new beds. Another thing we have found living in
a more rural area is that soaker hoses don’t work so well when you have moles. They
have a way of making Swiss cheese out of them during the night and all of them need
to be replaced. So a new watering system needs to be placed that is mole proof! I
will let you all know how our new projects go.
I hope you all will keep in mind our annual Point Defiance Plant Sale is this month on
the 26th and we could really use any plant donations and any gently used garden
items. All proceeds go to the Point Defiance Rose Garden. Please check your
homes and gardens for items you are not using and let all of your friends, neighbors
and family know. Also keep in mind we will only be there from 9 till 2pm this year.
I hope all of your thoughts about your soon to be blooming garden bring a smile to
your face.
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POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
by Margaret Leisner, Master Rosarian
Note: If you are reading this prior to Saturday, March 5th, there is still time to join your
fellow TRS members at the annual pruning of the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden. Please be
at the garden by 9:00 a.m. on Saturday March 5th equipped with sharpened pruners,
sturdy gloves, and dressed for the weather. If you have any questions contact me at
(253) 537-2564 or email meleisner@comcast.net.
There is another important event later in the month and that is the annual GARDEN
SALE AT THE PAGODA IN THE PARK. THE DATE IS SATURDAY, MARCH 26th FROM
9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M. This popular one day sale, which is sponsored by the Tacoma
Rose Society in partnership with Metro ParksTacoma, is one that you do not want to
miss. Please mark your calendar and set your alarm so that you can be here when the
doors open; better yet bring a friend or relative with you! (Note the change in the closing
hour.)
The sale will have a great selection of rose bushes, perennials, bulbs and
miscellaneous plants, plus some unique garden treasures and a variety of books from
which to choose. All will be available at low prices and no sales tax. Personal checks,
payable to the Tacoma Rose Society, are welcome; sorry no credit cards, please. All
proceeds from this sale go to benefit the Point Defiance Rose Garden, one of the most
popular places in the park.
Consulting Rosarians will be available all day to assist you with your selections, and
purchases will be delivered to your vehicle at no charge. For novice gardeners, there
will be an education table supplied with a variety of rose growing information as well as
some free handouts.
Donations are needed, so if you have rose bushes or other plants you plan to dig up
to make room for new ones, please bring them to the set up at the Pagoda on FRIDAY,
MARCH 25TH between the hours of 12:30 and 2:30 p.m. Volunteer help is needed on
Friday as well as Saturday. If you can help either day, please contact me at the above
phone number or email address. You can also call any of the officers or Board members
listed on the last page of this newsletter. (Good news! A potluck lunch will be provided to
those who volunteer on Saturday.)
Ed. Note: If you know the names of the roses you are donating to the Garden Sale,
please let Barbara Lind know (253-565-0246 or barbaralind@mac.com) so she can find
pictures and information about them.

PUYALLUP FERTILIZER AND ALFALFA AT THE APRIL MEETING
Puyallup fertilizer is designed with trace elements specifically for roses, but it can be
used as a general purpose fertilizer in your garden. Alfalfa meal is a good organic soil
additive and it contains hormones that stimulate rose growth. It can be used when
planting roses, as a top dressing and as a spring tonic in alfalfa tea.
In April Bill Wilson and his team will bring a ton of fertilizer and alfalfa to the parking
lot behind Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. You will be able to drive up and our helpers will
load your car.
Alfalfa meal is $15 for a 50 lb bag. The 50 lb bag of fertilizer is $25. That is the
same as last year. You must reserve your order in advance! There will be a signup sheet at the February and March meetings or you can reserve your order by calling
or emailing Barbara Lind (253-565-0246, barbaralind@mac.com).
!
You can pay ahead of time with a check if you want. Make the check payable
to the Puyallup Rose Society.

‘Cutie Pie’
Miniature, yellow with
light pink, perfect form

‘Earth Angel Parfuma’
Floribunda, pink, disease
resistant, very fragrant

‘Fire Opal Kolorscape’
Shrub, salmon pink to
cream white,
exceptionally disease
resistant, mod fragrance

‘Gold Struck’
Grandiflora, deep yellow,
excellent disease
resistance
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ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
By John Moe, Master Rosarian
Q – Whenever anyone talks about fertilizer, they often mention three numbers. What are
they, and what do they represent?

‘Honey Nectar’
Hybrid tea, orangeapricot, extremely
resistant to blackspot.

‘Honeymoon Arborose’
Climber, creamy white,
excellent disease
resistance

A - Regardless of its type (granular, powdered, liquid or solid), any fertilizer you buy will
have on the label a set of three numbers that gives us the information about the
nutrients it contains. Those numbers are the N-P-K ratio, the percentage, by weight, of
each element - Nitrogen (chemical symbol N), Phosphorus (P), and Potassium (K) in
the bag. All fertilizers will list this ratio as a set of three numbers, and always in this
sequence! A 15-10-10 fertilizer, for example, contains 15% nitrogen, 10% phosphorus,
and 10% potassium. All fertilizers contain at least one of these components, and they
will always be shown in the order of N-P-K; if any is missing, the ratio will show a zero
for that nutrient (i.e., a 0-45-0 fertilizer contains no nitrogen, 45% phosphorus and no
potassium). The Puyallup fertilizer will have similar numbers on the label. Take a look at
it and think about what they represent. N-P-K – 1st number - Up, 2nd number - Down,
3rd number - All around. The Up is for Nitrogen that promotes growth above the
ground. The Down is for phosphorous that promotes good, healthy roots, and the All
around is for Potassium that benefits the whole plant and gives us those beautiful
blooms.
Q - What is so special about the Puyallup fertilizer? Can’t I go to Home Depot, Lowes,
McLendon’s, etc., and pick up basically the same thing?
A – Yes, you can get fertilizer at the places that you mentioned, but it just isn’t the same!
The Puyallup fertilizer is a custom blended mix for us. In addition to the big three (the
NPK mentioned above), they add 9 or so micronutrients and trace elements determined
to be the best for growing roses in the PNW. Home Depot had a 15 # bag of 16-16-16
with no trace elements for about $14, and a 10 # bag of 5-8-4 with a few trace elements
for about $10. Just do the math - a 50# bag of Puyallup fertilizer for $25 is really a
bargain! You can put in your order at the March meeting and pick it up at April’s
meeting. Gardeners – this fertilizer is great for your veggie beds as well!
Q – You have often mentioned using alfalfa as being very beneficial on your roses, so if
I order a bag of meal when I order my fertilizer, is it really as good as they say? How
should I use it, and will I really see the results?

‘Fire Opal Kolorscape’
Shrub, cream with
salmon pink,
exceptionally disease
resistant

‘Madame Anisette
Parfuma’
Grandiflora, white,
exceptional disease
resistance, very fragrant

A – Good Question! Alfalfa can be one of the most vital additions to your garden.
Alfalfa is considered a natural yet fairly inexpensive fertilizer, as it is a good slowrelease source of nitrogen. Available as pellets or meal, pellets are easier to handle,
but meal is quicker acting, as it doesn't have to break down as much to be useful to the
plant. It enriches the soil, helps in aeration, improves water penetration and moisture
retention. Alfalfa contains triacontanol; a naturally occurring plant hormone that acts as
a growth promoter to help improve photosynthesis, cell division, and promote healthy
vibrant plants. Triacontanol has often been called "the most potent growth hormone
ever used on plants." In addition to nitrogen, alfalfa is rich in micronutrients that
generally are not present in many chemical nitrogen fertilizers. You can apply it by
broadcasting, mixing it into planting soil, or by making an alfalfa tea. You will see the
results particularly in better-looking green foliage, which will also help in the
photosynthesis process. I will have more on making tea in the April or May issue.
Q – I was one of the folks that filled out the program interest survey that you had at the
last meeting. Thank you for doing this! Have you had the time to evaluate it? What
were some of the top requests?
A –Thanks to the 29 respondents who took the time and effort to do this! The top
requests for programs were; soil preparation and maintenance, growing and pruning
climbers, container growing, basic rose culture, information on varieties, exhibiting,
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fertilization, and insects and diseases. There will be a copy of the tabulated results at
the sign-in desk the next meeting, and you will see a number of these in our programs
this year!

TAKE A SPRING WALK
by Jo Martin, Master Rosarian
Spring is coming! This rain just must stop soon! It is downright depressing! The garden
is soggy and we need some blue skies and sun.
A nice long walk in the invigorating air should lift our spirits. While we are out and
about, we might as well search for some suitable line materials for a spring
arrangement. Pussy willow branches will be ready soon and they make such nice lines,
both straight and curved. Another native material that is plentiful in our area is scotch
broom. While not in bloom, it has supple linear form and can be manipulated into
curves and circles for interesting lines. Choose long whips of scotch broom and form
them into circles, tying them at intervals. They should form nicely in a week giving
gentle curves or, if left longer, they will be tighter circles. It is also not too early to watch
forsythia branches for warm yellow cheerfulness. Keep an eye for interesting foliages,
like evergreen salal and mahonia (Oregon grape).
Practicing line designs and possibly line-mass designs using the above plant materials
with a few daffodils (in place of roses, for now) or tulips make a splendid design for the
house. Bringing spring indoors certainly lifts the spirit!
In addition to forsythia, gardeners who grow sarcococca
have a happy surprise every January/February. I love this
slow-growing plant, always evergreen, which bursts with
tiny white flowers just when the rest of the world is asleep.
The fragrance is so very powerful and sweet that it is
almost startling! After several years, the plant produces
long slender branches that are excellent line material. In
addition to being good for
line material, sarcococca is an excellent landscape plant,
and so very easy to grow. I never fertilize or water this
plant. It is amazing that it continues to thrive. It is planted
on the north side of the property and receives quite a bit of
shade. Nurseries always carry this plant in springtime, so
get a plant if you do not already have one.

‘Pretty Lady Rose’
Hybrid Tea, deep pink,
moderately strong
fragrance

Hellebore

Once again, Cliff Martin and Jim Leisner sharpened pruners large and small at our
February meeting. This was just in time for all the pruning that needs to be done both in
our yards and at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden on Saturday, March 5. When your
pruners are sharp, the cut is cleaner and it will heal more efficiently.
Thanks, Cliff and Jim, for getting us ready to work.

‘Olivia Rose Austin’
Shrub, medium pink,
strong fragrance,
disease resistant

Sarcococca

Another useful plant that gives much springtime pleasure is
the hellebore family. I put in three new ones and love the
variety of foliage and blooms. Growing close to the
ground, the hellebores are disease/insect resistant and a
bonus is that neither slugs nor DEER like them! One nice
hellebore I have has 3” white flowers and is named “White
Beauty”. I highly recommend this plant.

PRUNER SHARPENERS CLIFF AND JIM

‘Miss Congeniality’
Grandiflora, white edged
with pink, disease
resistant

‘Polynesian Punch’
floribunda, orange and
pink, compact bush
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‘Rainbow Happy Trials’
Shrub, yellow blend,
groundcover
Jim and Cliff

Another trip to Raft Island Roses

NEW CONSULTING ROSARIANS

‘Smokin’ Hot’
Hybrid Tea, orange blend,
moderate fragrance

John Moe and Elena Williams, District Consulting Rosarian Co Chairs, welcomed two
Tacoma Rose Society members as Consulting Rosarians. They are Greta Hixon and
Becky Rehburg. Here are the qualifications of a CR as listed in the CR manual.

‘Sultry Sangria’
Any member of the American Rose Society may qualify as a Consulting Rosarian by
Floribunda, deep magenta the following;
pink, cup-like flowers
1. Must be either a regular or associate member the the American Rose Society for

‘Sunshine Happy Trails’
Shrub, light yellow,
groundcover

three consecutive years.
2. Must be an active member of a local rose society.
3. Must have grown roses of various types for at least 5 years and should be
knowledgeable about equipment and materials related to rose culture.
4. Must provide three letters of recommendation by any three Consulting Rosarians
on the form provided by the District Consulting Rosarian Chairman or a letter of
recommendation signed by any three Consulting Rosarians.
5. Must attend an approved ARS school/workshop for Consulting Rosarians and
complete and pass an open book written review based on the material contained
in the Consulting Rosarian manual with a score not less than 75%.
6. Must be in attendance at all programs presented at the school.
7. Must know and be wiling to live up to the Consulting Rosarian Code.
8. Must be willing to attend no less than one Consulting Rosarian School /seminar
every four years.
9. Must exhibit a continuing willingness to share knowledge and an enthusiasm for
the rose and the American Rose Society ideals.
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10.A completed individual activity report form must be
submitted to the District Chairman of Consulting
Rosarians by the date designated by the
DistrictChairman.

February Meeting: Pruning and New Roses for 2016
It is always a treat to hear Frank Gatto talk about roses
- new or old. Frank has made a thorough study of the
disease resistance and fragrance of roses that can be
purchased locally. Frank has visited many private and
public gardens and rated the roses he finds on these
two attributes. Frank has favorites, in fact his “top five”
list probably runs to at least ten rose varieties. In
addition to these, Frank has worked to incorporate quite
a few other varieties into his hybridizing program.
Frank is a highly effective and engaging speaker who
can surely turn someone with even a mild interest in
roses into a true enthusiast. His descriptions of the
roses and the striking photographs he has chosen to
portray them make his program a treat for all. Thank
you Frank!

‘The Lady of the Lake’
Climber, light pink,
strong fragrance

Frank and Bruce

Program Chair John Moe took a real chance by having
two “long winded” speakers share the same program
slot. John’s ace in the hole was the knowledge that he
asked each of them to reprise the 30 minute programs
they had prepared for the Tacoma Home & Garden
Show. To complement Frank’s program on New Roses
Bruce Lind offered up a program on “all you need to
know about pruning roses in thirty minutes”. For
anyone keeping time, I think the duo did manage to
finish in the allotted time.

‘The Poet’s Wife’
Shrub, medium yellow,
strong fragrance

DUES ARE DUE!
It is time to renew your membership in the Tacoma Rose Society. The cost is $20 per
year per family. You can determine if you are “paid up” by looking at the comment in
this email or on your mailing label. If you are receiving this newsletter by hard copy
but have access to email, please consider switching to the email version. It is
beautiful in full color and is less costly for the society.

‘Watercolors Home Run’
Shrub, yellow blend,
moderate fragrance

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY – YEAR 2016 DUES
$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA 98466
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________
Telephone ________________Email address ____________________________
!

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____ hard copy __

‘White Drift Rose’
Shrub, white,
ground cover

Queen’s Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of Roses

Barbara & Bruce Lind
2132 Bridgeport Way
University Place, WA
98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com
Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit
educational organization affiliated with the
American Rose Society.
Meetings: the third Thursday of the
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar
year. Check payable to the Tacoma Rose
Society.
Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Gracie Baker
253-851-5154
Meetings are held at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA

Park and enter in the back!
Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5
take the Highway 16W Exit (132).
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on
Union Ave. There is a stoplight at the
intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1
block East. Turn right on S 19th and
then left into the parking lot.
The parking lot can also be accessed
via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers
President
Greta Hixon 253-720-6072
gretajan62@gmail.com
1st VP & Rose Show Chair
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603
KR-TRS@comcast.net
2nd VP & Program Chair
John Moe 253-815-1072
mjmoe@seanet.com
Secretary
Margaret Leisner 253-537-2564
meleisner@comcast.net
Treasurer
Barbara Lind 253-565-0246
barbaralind@mac.com
Board Members
Matt Hixon 253-677-8634
Elkhunt62@hotmail.com
Gracie Baker
grayfilly@comcast.net
Becky Rehburg
bcrehburg@gmail.com
Caroline Bleckert
253-756-7208
Kerry Tynes
ktyness@aol.com
Past President
Bruce Bleckert 253-759-1619
bruciebaby@hotmail.com
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin 253-752-5857
tearoselady@harbornet.com
George Heger 253-565-4530
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
dianeproff@gmail.com
Daisy Radloff 253-272-0063
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind 253-565-0246
lindbruce@mac.com

Membership Chair
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564
Artistic Director
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Door Prizes Chair
Sue DeRome
SueDeRome@Yahoo.com
Sunshine Chair
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Hospitality Co-Chairs
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg
ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians
(* = Master Rosarian)
Sheldon Arkin, 253-472-0266, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
George Heger, 253-565-4530, West Tacoma
Greta Hixon, 253-720-6072, Gig Harbor
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246,
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Ed Pawlowski*, 253-876-6324, Auburn
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388,
Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-582-6631, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, University Place
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup

