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Queen’s Herald

ANNUAL BANQUET 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 2020

     Our Annual Banquet will be held on a Saturday January 18.  Our banquet 
committee, led by Diane Belknap & Sue DeRome, assisted by Keith Ripley & Jo Martin 
has a great afternoon planned for us.  The doors will be open at 11:30 for anyone who 
would like to help with the room setup.  We start at 1PM with time to chat with fellow 
members and guests and to check out the silent auction organized by Cliff Martin.  If 
you have any items you would like to donate, please bring them to the banquet. 

     The dinner, starting at 1:30PM, is potluck. The TRS will provide the decorations, 
coffee, tea, ham, plates, utensils, etc.  Please bring your favorite salad, hot dish or 
dessert.  After dinner we will have the installation of TRS officers for 2020 by John Moe.  

     Our program, which will be given by Elena Williams, is titled “Australia: Roses and 
other sights, November 26 - December 9, 2018.”  Elena is a great speaker and we 
all are ready to see photos of roses. It promises to be a great start to another excellent 
rose growing year.  Please plan on coming!
    
     It is time to renew your TRS Membership for 2020 (form in this newsletter).  Dues 
are $20/household/calendar year. Please check your mailing label or this newsletter e-
mail to see if your dues are due. If you detect an error, please let Barbara Lind know.  
Dues (checks made payable to Tacoma Rose Society) can be paid at the banquet or 
mailed to the treasurer.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Matt Hixon, Consulting Rosarian  

Greetings from Alaska,
I wish and hope everyone had a memorable Christmas and welcomed 2020 with a 
bang and Happy New year of growing roses.   We are deep into winter at a warm -12 
degrees this morning. I’m looking forward to seeing how well we did to prepare our rose 
beds. This is truly a learning opportunity.   
In the November message, I had said that it was my last message. I was wrong in 
thinking that. I can say with certainty that, this is my last message for the Queens 
Herald as your Tacoma Rose Society President of 2019. It was a true pleasure with a 
bit of sadness. My life after retirement guided me north to Alaska which made it difficult 
to navigate as your President, however; we are blessed to have such a great group of 
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members that helped me in so many ways. A BIG thank you to everyone, you have 
made 2019 TRS year the best.
I want to welcome your new President for 2020 Mr. Kerry Tynes. Kerry is a very strong 
knowledgeable leader and is a great friend. Kerry is a Master Gardener and 
Consulting Rosarian and I’m very confident that TRS is in good hands with Kerry at the 
helm, guiding TRS in a very positive direction and successful year.   
 I want to thank you all for your support and guidance, Greta and I feel truly blessed to 
be part of such AWESOME People and we miss you all very much. We are always 
there in sprit to support such an outstanding group of members.
Once again, I feel for honored to have shared the year with everyone and look forward 
to seeing what happens next year. Thank you again, without your dedication and 
loyalty to service, we would not be as strong as we are today.  Tacoma Rose Society is 
in good health because of you.    INSPIRE ON!  We will see you all soon.     

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
John Moe, Master Rosarian

Q – The November auction was great! I did bring home several roses that I plan to 
plant in a new raised bed that I will build come spring, but I never got around to do any 
winter protection for them.   They are in 2 and 3-gallon containers, but considering our 
weather we have had thus far, do you think I might be OK? 
A – Although we have had only a few very cold nights, and just a small amount of 
snow in the mountains, my coldest night thus far has been 19° F; however – I am sure 
you recall some past January’s where we did have some very cold nights.  We often 
have a period in mid to late January when we have not only warm periods, but also 
bitter cold arctic air winds.  Freezing and thawing does the most damage to your 
roses!  The unknown factor is what Mother Nature might have in store for us, as 
January is typically our coldest month.  So, to cut to the chase, if you still want to 
gamble, that’s your choice, but you can still do some protection, which would be my 
recommendation.   Containers in wood or plastic containers (5 gal or larger) generally 
survive if the bud union is well protected, where those in clay or smaller than 5 gal 
plastic need to be put in a warmer area or buried – if buried, cover bud union well.  
Mound up around the bush with 8 inches or so with mulch.  If you put them in your 
garage or covered area, be sure to water about once a month.  Another option is to 
group them together (out of the wind if possible) and cover with leaves, mulch or wrap 
in a frost cloth.  Use a good mulch, like Organic Super Doo (formerly named Moo 
Doo), Cedar Grove compost, Prep (Pierce County Recycled Earth Products), 
mushroom compost, etc. If you don’t need a lot of mulch, consider getting some 
TAGRO mix - Just need a little?  You can shovel your own TAGRO Mix from their 
designated "free pile" at no charge. They are on a winter schedule so give them a call 
at (253) 502-2150 if you have questions.

Q – I have had a number of bypass pruners over the years – mostly “cheapies” that I 
have picked up on-line or at some garage sales, but none of them have lasted much 
more than a season or so.  A few have rusted over the winter, but my biggest gripe is 
that they get dull so fast!  I have heard Bruce, you and others talk about Felco’s.  What 
is so good about them and don’t they cost a lot?
A – A pair of Swiss made Felco’s will last you a lifetime, but they are not cheap.  
Expect to pay $50+, and they are good!  They have been around since 1945, most 
styles come in left and right-handed models and you can buy all the replacement 
parts.  I picked up a pair of used Felco 8’s at a garage sale close to 30 years ago, and 
they are as good today as they were when I got them.  They have been sharpened 
many times and hold its edge for a long time!  The spring has been replaced a time or 
two, but never any other part.  Now to compare with another top brand; I had heard 
about the Barnel’s with their sword steel blades so I did pick up a pair at the H&G 
show last year from The Rose Gardener.  They also have replaceable parts and have 
right and left handed models, as well as some for small hands.  They are comparable 
in price with the Felco’s, so I would recommend either brand.  This is also a good time 
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to check the rest of your garden tools for serviceability, and if you are considering 
replacements, do some checking at the Tacoma Home and Garden show January 23 
– 26, or the Northwest Flower and Garden show February 26 – March 1st for some 
good bargains! 

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian

     Hats off to Margaret Leisner, Master Rosarian, for her 17 years of keeping our 
membership apprized of the dates, duties and activities at the Point Defiance Rose 
Garden so that we might be better organized and astute at taking care of one of 
Tacoma’s foremost shinning gems.  

     One of the important parts of Margaret’s multifaceted endeavors was through her 
articles here in the Queen’s Herald.  Margaret was always well organized and that 
was a big step for helping us to be successful, too.  Upon arriving at the Rose 
Garden, she would make a quick assessment of the needs that day for the 
deadheading crew and would make a plan for each member and give them an 
assignment based on the needs of each of the four sections in the garden. Then, she 
would write about it in her article in the Queen’s Herald.

     She also tabulated our volunteer hours spent in activities that supported the work 
of the Rose Garden and sent off well written but succinct reports to Metro Parks.  
Some of us may not be aware of another hat that Margaret still wears and has done 
so for many years: that would be the one she puts on when she is working as a 
member of the Point Defiance Rose Garden Advisory Board.  Here, she helps us 
select and purchase new roses or decides which roses are not growing well and need 
to be replaced at some point in time.  What, and you thought that it was all magical –
that these beautiful roses just appear when we need them in the Rose Garden!
It takes a lot of work to make beautiful roses – even in a beautiful setting such as we 
are graced with here at Point Defiance Park.  Margaret has done very faithful work 
here at the Rose Garden, but she has other important duties she must attend to and 
her own health to take care of, too.  So, Margaret and a few others have decided that 
I am capable of wearing Margaret’s hat and writing articles for this column.  It is not 
exactly my color, but the hat fits and it is comfortable.  As with anything, time will tell 
whether it is a good fit.  Thank you, Margaret.

     A reminder: Please put the date for our spring rose garden pruning party on your 
calendars: Saturday, March 7 at 9:00 AM – RAIN OR SHINE.  More information on 
this party will be in the February issue of this newsletter.  Be Happy.

STOP AND SMELL THE ROSES
by Ron Bryan

     One of my favorite exhibitor categories at the Tacoma Rose Society annual Rose 
Show is the Fragrance Challenge.  This challenge class encourages exhibitors to 
enter their best smelling roses.  The Fragrance challenge is open to all types of roses, 
and the sole criteria for the ribbon is scent.  It is the most democratic of the challenge 
classes, as the public attending the show take part in selecting the winner.  Everyone 
is encouraged to stop and smell the roses; take a good sniff of each entered bloom, 
and vote for the one they think smells best.  The lineup was excellent at the 2019 
Tacoma show, and winning “by a nose” was Beverly, exhibited by Andy Bergsagel.  
Beverly is a beautiful pink hybrid tea rose, with a scent that is described as a mix of 
citrus and fruit.  

      For me, fragrance is essential for the roses in my garden.  It is one of my first 
considerations when selecting new roses to plant in my yard.  I want a garden that is 
a visual as well as an olfactory delight!  Roses’ fragrances are as varied as their 

More Spring Pruning

Replanting of Quad 1
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colors.  There are roses which smell 
richly floral and sweet, roses which are 
spicy, roses which are citrusy, roses 
which are musky. The hybrid tea rose, 
the mainstay of the modern rose 
garden, takes its name from its scent, 
which was originally compared to the 
fresh aroma of fine Chinese tea.  The 
scent of a rose is the result of the 
presence of hundreds of different 
chemical compounds, released by the 
rose to attract bees and other 
pollinators.  The scent changes with 
time, gradually peaking as the flower 
itself matures, and then fading with the 
bloom.  
     
     Roses were first cultivated for their 
beautiful aroma.  Vast fields of Rosa 
Damascena were grown exclusively for 
their fragrance.  The blooms 
individually harvested at dawn at the 

peak of their fragrance for everything from perfume to baking to medicine.  Dried 
rosebuds of this Damask Rose were preserved as sachets and potpourri to scent the 
contents of a closet.  Dried petals found their way into exotic concoctions of spices 
used throughout the Middle East.  Fresh blooms were distilled into rose water used to 
flavor pastries and soothing tonics.  And that most precious commodity; rose attar – a 
few precious drops of pure rose oil  extracted from thousands of blooms, destined to 
perfume the kings and queens of the old world.  This “old rose fragrance” is still found 
today in our gardens.  If you’ve smelled a flower and you thought to yourself 
“Aaaaaah…now that smells like a rose,” chances are you are picking up that old rose 
fragrance.  Old garden roses, such as the damasks and the gallicas, and the wild 
species roses, frequently bear this singular perfume.  I’m often delighted to be walking 
the beach, or a forest path, to find a very simple five petal rose growing in the wild 
which has this beautiful scent.  

     Every year finds me excited for that first flush of blooms.  I love mornings in my 
garden, perhaps with pruners and a cup of coffee in hand, walking from bush to bush 
to note which buds are about to open, and to stop and smell each rose.  

     Here are some roses I admire, noted for their fragrance, which can be expected to 
do well in our climate:
Fragrant cloud – a coral red hybrid tea with a rich mix of citrus, spice, fruit, and 
damask scents
Melody Parfumee – mauve grandiflora with a lovely damask scent
Double Delight – white flushed with red hybrid tea, with a sweet fruity floral scent 
Mister Lincoln – red hybrid tea with pronounced damask scent
Sheila’s Perfume – yellow and pink blend floribunda with a sweet floral fragrance
Gertrude Jekyll – this Austin climber is rich pink, with an old rose fragrance 
Jubilee Celebration – Austin Shrub rose, salmon pink, with a delicious spicy smell     

For other suggestions, please consult Tacoma Rose Society’s list of roses which do 
well in the Pacific Northwest.  
                 

2020 TACOMA HOME & GARDEN SHOW
Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian

     If you would like to do some more of your spring planning in a warm and dry 
environment come on down to the Tacoma Dome on January 23 thru 25 from 11:00 

Garden Sale

Multicare Pruning 

Hybrid Tea “Beverly” winner of the 
2019 Tacoma Rose Show 

Fragrance Challenge. 
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AM to 7:00 PM and on Sunday the 26 from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  Parking is FREE in 
the West Lot across the street from the Dome and admission tickets are about $8.00.  
However, if you are a TRS member and have signed up to be a volunteer educator in 
our booth #1140 at the Dome, then your entry ticket is free thanks to the generosity of 
the owners of this show: Marketplace Events. 

     If you are a booth volunteer educator, please see me at our banquet on January 
18 and I will hand you your free ticket.  If you are not coming to the banquet, then call 
or email me that you are not attending and I will place your name under the TRS 
name with the Will Call booth just to the right of the NW side-entry doors to the Dome.  
Your free ticket gets you into the show but you must go through the security line and a 
metal detector scan. Therefore, allow 20 extra minutes after arrival to get into the 
show.  Please come early so that you are not late for your shift in the booth.  Please 
read and adhere to the “DOs and Don’ts” list in our booth.

     Marketplace Events is doing some new things this show and did not request 
speakers from TRS.  Yet, they still gave us a booth space free of any charges: a 
$1,250.00 value.  So, if you are going to need some changes or additions to your yard 
or home this year please come to the show and register your support – or order some 
products for your new project.  You might find some nicer products there or be able to 
negotiate better discounts than the big- box stores will give you. 

     This is our 23rd consecutive year of presenting an educational event at the 
Tacoma Dome.  Thank you, members, for helping us with this very worthwhile annual 
project.  

   PUYALLUP ROSE SOCIETY BANQUET - JANUARY 26

The Puyallup Rose Society Banquet will be held on Sunday 26, 2020 from 12 - 4pm 
at the Emerald Queen Casino Conference Center.  Their guest speaker is Jim Sproul. 
He is the general director of the Rose Hybridizers Association and a renowned rose 
hybridizer under the name Roses by Design.  

The cost is $24/person for a buffet dinner with salmon, sirloin beef tips and all the 
trimmings.  The Reservation deadline is January 16, 2020.  Please send your 
reservation checks payable to the Puyallup Rose Society to Bill or Trudy Wilson, 9910 
SR 162 E, Puyallup, WA 98374.

 
 CONGRATULATIONS TO DIANE BELKNAP

– ARS CONSULTING ROSARIAN

     At the November TRS meeting John Moe and 
Mike Peterson, Co-chairs of the PNW District 
Consulting Rosarian (CR) program, presented 
Diane Belknap with her certificate of 
appointment as an ARS Consulting Rosarian.  
This recognizes that Diane is someone who is 
knowledgeable about roses and rose culture, 
willing (and eager) to learn more, and willing to 
share her knowledge with others.              

     Congratulations and Thanks Diane!  You 
know Diane is a very active member of TRS, but 
do you wonder what formal requirements Diane 
had to meet to become a Consulting Rosarian?  
I hope so!

Fertilizer Delivery

Multicare Pruning  
in the rain

TRS Rose Show
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Photos by Jo Martin & Barbara Lind

& Some Information on the ARS Consulting Rosarian program.

     The latest edition of the Consulting Rosarian Manual describes CRs as 
ambassadors and representatives of the American Rose Society (ARS).  The 
qualifications for CR candidacy are listed, fifteen in number, in the first chapter of the 
CR Manual.  For now, let me just focus on the most important items from the list.  

     A CR candidate has to have been a regular or associate member of the ARS for 
two consecutive years -  join now if you are not already an ARS member!  A CR 
candidate must be an active member of a local rose society – TRS can always use 
more volunteers for our rose show, our work at the Pt. Defiance Park Rose Garden, 
and our work in the Baker Rose Garden at Tacoma General Hospital.  A CR 
candidate must have grown roses for at least five years and be knowledgeable of 
equipment and materials related to rose culture.  A CR candidate must exhibit a 
willingness to share knowledge and an enthusiasm for the rose and ARS ideals.  
Any member of the ARS who meets these requirements can attend an approved 
ARS School for Consulting Rosarians. Upon completion of school and passing an 
open book exam with a score of at least 75% candidates who submit a completed 
CR Candidate Form will be appointed as an ARS Consulting Rosarian.

     The CR Manual states: Being an active Consulting Rosarian is more than an 
obligation to share technical knowledge concerning roses; it is a call to service. It 
involves participation in every aspect of the rose society to which they belong. The 
object is to HELP others and to stimulate greater interest in growing roses and rose 
culture. Each Consulting Rosarian should further the growth and scope of the local 
rose society to which they belong. On the broader level, Consulting Rosarians 
should be active in promoting the cause and interests of the American Rose Society 
in whatever way they can. 

     I hope you are still interested in becoming a CR.  The work is fun and very 
satisfying!  Join the jolly band of TRS CRs.

             
     

  
 
   
      

              

                                 

TRS Rose Show

‘Neptune’ 
Hybrid tea, mauve

Picnic at John Moe’s 
home

Puyallup Fair Rose Shows

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY - YEAR 2020 DUES
$20 per member/family/calendar year

Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA  98466

Name 
______________________________________________________________

Address 
______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip 
______________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________Email address __________________________

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____  hard copy _____
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Garage Sale Setup Day

Puyallup Fair Rose Shows

Roses donated by Raft 
Island Roses are stored at  
Pt. Defiance and ready for 

this year’s Garden Sale.

TRS 2020 OFFICERS & BOARD
OFFICERS: (One Year Term)
President: Kerry Tynes 
1st Vice President and Rose Show Chair: Diane Belknap
2nd Vice President and Program Chair: John Moe  

 Secretary: Ron Bryan
Treasurer: Barbara Lind

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: (Two year term)
Keith Ripley
Victoria O’Neill
(1 year remaining)
Sue DeRome 
Henk Goeyenbier 
Bruce Lind

Some dedicated  
Pt. Defiance Deadheaders

TRS April Meeting
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Barbara & Bruce Lind 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.  
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society. 

Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com

Meetings are held at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA
Park and enter in the back!

Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5 

take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

TRS Officers 
President 
Matt Hixon  253-677-8634 
1st Vice President 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968 
2nd VP & Program Chair 
John Moe  253-815-1072 
Secretary 
Gracie Baker  253-851-5154 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
Board Members 
Diane Belknap  253-858-2152 
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821 
Charlotte Chalker 253-531-3466 
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544 
Hank Goeyenbier 253-952-0154 
Past President 
Keith Ripley  253-474-9603 
Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857  
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
Consulting Rosarian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Membership Chair 
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564 
Artistic Director 
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833 
Door Prizes Chair 
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544 
Sunshine Chair 
Diane Proff 253-927-5867 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg 

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians 
(* = Master Rosarian) 

Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246, 
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Ed Pawlowski*, Auburn
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup
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