
Queen’s  Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of  Roses

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Queen’s Herald

ANNUAL BANQUET 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019

     Our Annual Banquet will be held on a Saturday January 19.  Our banquet 
committee, led by Jo Martin and Keith Ripley, has a great afternoon planned for us.  
The doors will be open at 11:30 for anyone who would like to help with the room 
setup.  We start at 1PM with time to chat with fellow members and guests and to 
check out the silent auction organized by Margaret Leisner.  If you have any items 
you would like to donate, please bring them to the banquet. The dinner starting at 
1:30PM is potluck. The TRS will provide the decorations, coffee, tea, ham, plates, 
utensils, etc.  Please bring your favorite salad, hot dish or dessert.  After dinner we 
will have the installation of TRS officers for 2018.  Our program, which will be given 
by John Moe is titled “What I Did Last Summer”.  John traveled to the World 
Federation of Roses Convention in Copenhagen, Denmark and then went on to 
Norway to look for roots.  It promises to be a great start to another excellent rose 
growing year.  Please plan on coming!
     It is time to renew your TRS Membership for 2019 (form in this newsletter).  Dues 
are $20/household/calendar year. Please check your mailing label or this newsletter 
e-mail to see if your dues are due. If you detect an error, please let Barbara Lind 
know.  Dues (checks made payable to Tacoma Rose Society) can be paid at the 
banquet or mailed to the treasurer.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian

Members and friends of TRS, I hope you had a joyous holiday season.  For myself, I 
tried my best to keep my spirits up – yet, my body kept trying to keep me down.  On 
the rose auction date I found myself in Urgent Care with yet another small bowel 
obstruction.  Eighteen hours on a gurney with IV fluids open nearly all the way 
stopped the pain enough for the staff to eject me out into the cold morning air.  Thank 
you all for showing up with your rose bushes and money in hand – as the auction was 
a great success. 
 
The next oddity, for me, was 3 days before Christmas.  I escaped from Swedish 
Hospital in Seattle with my entire neck solidly glued and screwed together with 
Titanium hardware and a left arm and hand lacking 80% of its strength.  I’m also 
walking with a walker as the powerful meds I’m on make me unsteady on my feet.

UPCOMING EVENTS


January Meeting 
Saturday, Jan 19 

1PM, Gloria Dei Church 
Annual Banquet 

Installation of Officers  

Tacoma Home &  
Garden Show 

Jan. 24 - 27 2018 
Setup - Jan 23 

February Meeting 
Thursday, Feb 21 
Gloria Dei Church 

Pt. Defiance Rose Garden 
Spring Pruning  
March 2, 2019  

Garden Sale 
Pt. Defiance Pagoda 

 March 30, 2019  

Seattle Sunrise Crown Princess Margareta Baronne Prevost Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society

Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for 

Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden
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TRS 2018  
Year in Review

  
Before going for my surgery, I was very pleased to get all of the shifts filled by 
members for the Tacoma Home and Garden Show.  Thank you, speakers and booth 
volunteers for stepping up so readily.  Our booth number this year is 931 and it is 
nearly in the middle of the show floor.  However, everyone needs to go through the 
“Exhibitor Entrance”, which is on the northeast side of the dome and as the show is 
under new ownership with new rules, we all have to go to the show office and get 
one of their badges to wear while in the booth and when walking about the show 
floor.  So, after going through the entry door ask where the office is and they will 
escort you there.  Parking is free again this year and please see me at the Banquet 
to get your entry pass for those who are working the show.  If you are not coming to 
the banquet, you need to call me with this info so I can put a ticket for you in will 
call.

Since this is the last article of my Administration, I want to thank all of you - the 
Board and the Officers alike for showing up and participating even before being 
asked to help and to all of our membership as a whole.  I sincerely want to thank 
you for going the extra mile to make this a truly fun-loving and thriving organization 
that we can all be very proud of.  See you at the Banquet.

Many Hugs, Keith Ripley

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
JOHN MOE, MASTER ROSARIAN

Q – Whenever I had roses blooming, I often took a few to work.  My boss always 
stopped by to sniff and give me a ‘thumbs up!’  He gave me a Christmas bonus and 
jokingly said to buy some new roses.  The only ones I have are the two that were 
here, and I don’t know what to get or where to get them.  Can you help?

A – Sure!  There are several kinds of roses, but the most common are the hybrid 
tea and the floribunda.  The hybrid tea is a one bloom per stem like the ones that 
you hope you get for a special occasion from your husband.  The floribunda is more 
of a bushier plant that usually has multiple blooms on one stem.   Either one would 
give you blooms to share.  If you stop by the Tacoma Rose Society booth at the 
Home and Garden show, you can pick up a list of roses that do well here in the 
PNW, as well as planting and care instructions.   A good place to get them is from 
Raft Island Roses, one of our excellent sponsors.  There will be info from them at 
the booth as well.

Q – Last fall you mentioned putting some lime on my rose beds.  I didn’t do it when 
you recommended, so is it too late now, or just skip it until we get to working in the 
beds?

A – If you didn’t do it before, winter is a good time to apply lime, provided the soil is 
workable.  Don’t just spread it on top as it is relatively insoluble; you need to get it 
mixed in with the soil as lime moves down very slowly.  One way to get lime down 
near the roots in the winter is to use a spade fork and rock it back and forth to 
enlarge the hole a tad.  Then sprinkle the lime into the holes and lightly scratch the 
soil back.  This gives the rest of the winter for it to work down. We have used 
Dolopril or Super Sweet, either one works faster than agricultural lime.

Q – Another of the tasks on the list that didn’t get done was to protect the roses that 
I have in containers.  In one of your programs you mentioned not to gamble on 
mulching!  I didn’t heed your advice and did not do any, but considering our weather 
we have had thus far, it looks like I might be OK.  So, should I leave my cards on 
the table and play out my bet? 

Banquet Decorations 
by Jo & Keith

New Consulting Rosarians 
Kerry & Matt

Kerry & Diane

2018 Officers  
and Board Members
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A – Although there has been a fair amount of snow in the mountains, we haven’t 
had any and not any extreme cold nights.  My coldest night has been 20° F; 
however – I am sure you recall some past January’s where we did have some 
very cold nights.  We don’t know what Mother Nature might have in store for us 
the rest of the winter, as January is typically the coldest month for us.  We often 
have a period in mid to late January when we have not only warm periods, but 
also bitter cold arctic air winds. Freezing and thawing does the most damage to 
your roses!  So, to cut to the chase, if you still want to gamble, that’s your choice, 
but you can still do some protection, which would be my recommendation.   
Containers in wood or plastic containers (5 gal or larger) generally survive if the 
bud union is well protected, where those in clay or smaller than 5 gal plastic need 
to be put in a warmer area or buried – if buried, cover bud union well.  Mound up 
around the bush with 8 inches or so with mulch.  If you put them in your garage 
or covered area, be sure to water about once a month.  Another option is to 
group them together (out of the wind if possible) and cover with leaves or wrap in 
a frost cloth.  Use a good mulch, like Moo Doo, Cedar Grove compost, Prep 
(composted Pierce County yard waste), mushroom compost, etc. If you don’t 
need a lot of mulch, consider getting some TAGRO mix - Just need a little?  You 
can shovel your own TAGRO Mix from their designated "free pile" at no charge. 
They are on a winter schedule so give them a call at (253) 502-2150 if you have 
questions.

2018 ANNUAL ROSE AUCTION
Bruce Lind, Master Rosarian

TRS held its annual Rose Auction on November 15, 2018.  Because of the 
exceptional generosity of our friends at Raft Island Roses and the sharing of 
plants from TRS members’ gardens we, once again, had the roses necessary for 
a most successful event.  A number of TRS members generously donated roses 
that needed new homes so that other varieties could find room in their gardens.  
The roses donated ranged in size from mini to monster!  Sheldon Arkin donated 
some special roses and also classic books for gardener gifts. That covers the 
supply side for our auction.  Due to a major move Mike Pfister and Larry 
Wampler donated a significant number of Austin roses, roses that are sometimes 
very hard to find. To make a successful event we also need demand, and that is 
what those of you who participated in the auction and sale on November 15 
provided with exuberance and generosity. The potluck spread provided by TRS 
members made this yet another gastronomical success!   We further refined our 
auction procedures at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church to take full advantage of the 
venue.  We coped with the weather (actually caught a break!) and the dark (great 
halogen lights!) without problems.  Gloria Dei has proven to be an excellent 
venue for our potluck/auction!
        
Once everyone was “in the mood” from the great food, the auction could begin.  
With Matt Hixon and Kerry Tynes providing a seamless supply of roses we got 
things underway. The bidding was spirited, the laughter was plentiful, and we 
once again raised the funds that do so much to carry TRS through the coming 
year. We had some new bidders and buyers to complement those of you who, 
with your purchases and donations, come to our support every year. Our dues 
alone do not begin to cover society expenses, so the success of this sale/auction 
is vital to our solvency.  There was spirited bidding on lots of roses, with the 
Austin roses being very popular.There were not many plants left unsold, but we 
will be selling more of the roses donated by Raft Island Roses to benefit the Pt. 
Defiance Rose Garden in March of 2019. By the way, our total sales very nearly 
broke last year’s record.

This year the Linds made several trips to transport the roses donated by Raft 
Island Roses.  On auction day they loaded and hauled roses to and from the 
sale, TRS members made sure we were organized for the event. Kerry Tynes 
recruited a few friends and neighbors to share in our event.  We hope they had a 

Pruning Day at Pt. Defiance

Dome Show

Garden Sale
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2018 TRSRose Show

‘Jacqueline du Pre’ 
Shrub, white

Bronze Medal awarded to 
Becky Rehburg

Gracie Baker

great time – they did stay (and bid!) to the end.  Barbara did her usual stellar job of 
getting the inventory listed and finding pictures of the roses for projection to “the big 
screen.”  Noah Cornick served as our excellent AV person.  Kerry Tynes and Matt 
Hixon kept up a steady flow of plants coming up for sale and going out to await 
pickup by their new owners.  Charlotte Chalker, Gracie Baker and Diane Proff kept 
the records organized – amazing!  It was the smoothest auction ever.  An energetic 
crew stayed around to make sure we left the meeting room as clean as we found it.  
Fred DeRome heard me say I would come back and clean up the parking area the 
next morning and without being asked, came back and did the clean up that 
night.Thank You!  The success of this event is due to a true “team effort” by TRS 
members who pitch in to prevent and solve problems.    
Yes, you will have one more chance to purchase roses – this time to benefit the rose 
garden in Pt. Defiance Park.   Come to the Garden Sale at the end of March and do 
some more shopping. 

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Margaret Leisner, Master Rosarian

Our winter has been mild thus far; no snow or extremely low temps yet, but not to 
worry, the rose bushes at the Point Defiance Rose Garden have been cut back and 
covered with a heavy mulch to protect them from whatever nature has in store for 
us.

In the meantime, we need to be planning ahead as activity in the garden will be 
starting soon. As I wrote in this column last fall, Garden Horticulturist Steve Herbig 
will be replanting the roses in quadrant #l. This is the final quadrant to be replanted 
and he will begin the work as weather permits, probably at the end of the month. He 
and the Metro Parks staff will do the preparation, which involves tagging and 
trimming the bushes and removing them, then heeling them in elsewhere, installing 
a new watering system and new soil, etc. When this is done, he would welcome 
some assistance from TRS members to aid in the actual replanting. If you are 
interested in volunteering for this project (date is not set at this writing), please 
contact me or any board members.

We are just getting started with the 2019 rose year. There is also the pruning of the 
rose garden which is set for SATURDAY, MARCH 2nd at 9:00 a.m., RAIN OR 
SHINE. Your help is needed at this annual event sponsored each year by TRS in 
partnership with Metro Parks.  The details on how you can be a part of this will be in 
the February issue of this newsletter.
                                       HAPPY NEW YEAR!

TRS FAMILY NEWS FROM NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2018

The Tacoma Rose Society is, at heart, a family.  At times groups of us band together 
as teams to make sure our important projects get completed.  This ability to function 
together as teams is vital to our success as an organization.  Undergirding these 
teams is our family structure.  We gather to bring each other up to date and, often, 
to break bread together.  The Annual TRS auction and potluck is an important 
example held each November.  We easily celebrate our family and individual 
successes.  On sad occasions we are forced to think of how we can best express 
words of comfort as we offer our condolences and express our willingness to be 
helpful in tough times.  Earlier in 2018 we talked about the loss of TRS family 
members Bill Baxter and Bill Baker.  This month we share similarly sad news 
about the passing of Mary Bleckert and Milt Davis.  Let us remember some of the 
contributions made by these TRS family members as a way of saying “Thank You” 
for their friendship and the friendship of their families, and as an expression of our 
sorrow at their passing.

Fertilizer and Alfalfa
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TRS Picnic at  
Charlotte’s home

Noah, Matt & Julie at the 
Rose Show

Mary Bleckert passed on December 15, 2018.  
Mary and Bruce Bleckert have been members of the 
TRS family for more than a decade and started off 
working  as members of existing teams and also by 
forming a new one.  If you think of a TRS activity in 
your mind’s eye you will see Mary and Bruce taking 
an active part.  For our Centennial Celebration in 
2011 Mary and Bruce Bleckert organized a display 
of photographs featuring roses.  Since then a photo 
contest has been a key element in our rose shows.  
The photos are displayed on racks provided by the 
Bleckerts and designed and built by Bruce.  This 
was a spin off from their many years as proprietors 
of a key photography shop in Tacoma.  Another area 
of major contributions by Mary and Bruce Bleckert 

was the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden.  Fair weather or foul the Bleckerts could be 
found among the roses.  The nearby photo of Mary pruning a yellow rose, her 
favorite color, captures her in joyful service.  Though she was confronted by a 
host of medical problems Mary was a cheerful person.  Mary and Bruce Bleckert 
were honored by TRS with the ARS Bronze Medal for 2015.  We will keep Bruce 
and all of Mary’s family close to our hearts.

Milt Davis passed on December 14, 2018.  
Milt joined the TRS family when he married Leanne 
Deering Davis.  Leanne was very active in all things 
roses and had served TRS as President in 1982 & 
1983.  From the very beginning Milt was always 
ready to join a TRS team and to do whatever 
needed to be done.  He was a quiet person with 
many talents and enjoyed working on projects and 
taking part in our potluck meals. Milt could drive a 
truck, fix things that needed mending and wield a 
shovel and pruners.  He enjoyed helping at TRS 
rose shows.  Milt had suffered a long period of 
illness with Leanne and his family faithfully 
attending to his needs.  We will keep Leanne and 
all Milt’s family in our thoughts.
 Resolve, in 2019, to stay in touch with your TRS family and to join 
several teams of TRS members.  You will be glad you did!    
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Julie as a Rose

TRS Auction

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY - YEAR 2019 DUES

$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society

Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA  
98466

Name 
______________________________________________________________

Address 
______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip 
______________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________Email address __________________________

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____  hard copy _____

TRS 2019 OFFICERS & BOARD
OFFICERS:
President: Matt Hixon
1st Vice President: Kerry Tynes
2nd Vice President and Program Chair: John Moe
Secretary: Gracie Baker
Treasurer: Barbara Lind

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: (2 year term)
Sue DeRome
Henk Goeyenbier
Jim Olson
Diane Belknap
Charlotte Chalker

Some 2018 Deadheaders
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Tacoma Rose Society  2018

PRETTY LADY
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Barbara & Bruce Lind 
2132 Bridgeport Way 
University Place, WA 

98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail: 
barbaralind@mac.com 

Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society 
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization affiliated with the 
American Rose Society.   
Meetings: the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.  
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic 
in August. 
Dues: $20 per household per calendar 
year.  Check payable to the Tacoma Rose 
Society.  

Website: 
www.tacomarosesociety.org 
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell 

smitcher@gmail.com 

Meetings are held at  
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA 

Park and enter in the back! 
Driving Directions

From Northbound or Southbound I-5 
take the Highway 16W Exit (132).  

Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit 
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on 
Union Ave.  There is a stoplight at the 

intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.   
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1 
block East. Turn right on S 19th and 

then left into the parking lot.   
The parking lot can also be accessed 

via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers 
President 
Keith Ripley  253-474-9603  
1st Vice President 
Matt Hixon  253-677-8634 
2nd VP & Program Chair 
John Moe  253-815-1072 
Secretary 
Margaret Leisner  253-537-2564 
Treasurer 
Barbara Lind  253-565-0246 
Board Members 
Gracie Baker  253-851-5154 
Diane Belknap  253-858-2152 
Cliff Martin 253-752-5857 
Becky Rehburg  253-537-7945 
Kerry Tynes  253-970-5968 
Past President 
Greta Hixon  253-720-6072 
Special Advisory Board 
Jo Martin  253-752-5857  
Diane Proff  253-927-5867 
Daisy Radloff  253-272-0063 
Consulting Rosarian Chair 
Bruce Lind  253-565-0246 
Membership Chair 
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564 
Artistic Director 
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833 
Door Prizes Chair 
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544 
Sunshine Chair 
Diane Proff 253-927-5867 
Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg 

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians 
(* = Master Rosarian) 

Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma 
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor 
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma 
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend 
Greta & Matt Hixon, 253-720-6072, Gig Harbor 
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia 
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor 
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma 
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246,  
University Place 
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate 
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way 
Ed Pawlowski*, 253-876-6324, Auburn 
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton 
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens 
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup 
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma 
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom 
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate 
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway 
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup 
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma 
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton 
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, University Place 
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup
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