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Tacoma Rose Society
UPCOMING EVENTS
February Meeting
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Thursday, Feb15, 2018
TRS Board Meeting
February 26, 2018
At Jo and Cliﬀ
Martin’s home

An Affiliate of the American Rose Society
Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for
Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden
FEBRUARY, 2018 MEETING
SPRING PRUNING
by Gracie Baker, Master Rosarian

Our night will start at 7PM with a Q&A led by Bruce Lind about what to do in your
garden
this month. Please bring your questions and ideas to share.
Annual Pruning at the
The meeting will begin at 7:30pm with a presentation about spring pruning by
Pt. Defiance Rose Garden
Gracie Baker. Gracie presented a shortened version of this talk at this year’s Home
Saturday, March 3
and Garden Show. She is an excellent and experienced speaker who will give us all
the information we need to get started on pruning our roses. The “hands on” pruning
March Meeting
practice will take place at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden on March 3rd. (See
Thursday, March15
Margaret Leisner’s column in this newsletter for all the details of that event).
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Cliff Martin and Jim Leisner will be sharpening your pruners for a donation to the
TRS so they will be ready for pruning the roses both in your yard and at the Pt.
Defiance Rose Garden on March 3rd. Please label your pruners with your name so
Garden Sale
they can be easily returned at the end of the meeting.
Pagoda, Pt. Defiance
You don’t want to miss this meeting. We look forward to seeing you there.
March 24

Setup on
March 23 at 12:30 pm

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian
This month marks my ninth year with TRS and I must say that it went by in a
whoosh much like our TRS Annual Banquet did last month. Behind the scenes, Jo
Martin and I worked on getting new TRS business cards designed and printed just in
time for the festivities of the day. When ordering these new cards, we worked
collaboratively over the phone to come up with a design that would be beautiful,
interesting and very informative. We selected a bright red rose motif and when the
app asked for a few short words for our motto, Jo suggested “Friendship Through
Roses”. It was just right. We believe that it says a lot about this very special
organization. It is the way I felt about TRS nine years ago: I came to learn about the
selection and care of roses, but the friendships persuaded me to stay. For those who
forgot to pick up their free TRS business cards at the Banquet, please see me at the
February Meeting.
Jo Martin did most of the foot and brain work for the prototype for our table
arrangements for the Banquet and she could probably do all of the designs by herself
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in very little time. Yet, she is patient as all great teachers are and continues to mentor
me in all the nuances of creating beauty for our tables without being wasteful with
materials or TRS funds. She truly makes work feel like play and for that I am eternally
grateful.
Bruce Lind is also a great teacher and knows how to put a little punch of humor into
his presentations. This art is especially helpful to those who may not have achieved
their required sleep the night before one of his talks. I thoroughly appreciated Bruce’s
Banquet presentation of our Pt. Defiance Park Rose Garden and TRS’ relationship over
the last 100 years. Thank you, Bruce, for being the MC and the program presenter for
Banquet 2018. Your fabulous photos made this history lesson nearly come to life.
Thank you, Margaret for organizing our silent auction for the Banquet, which brought
in enough funds to pay for the Banquet’s expenses and that is partially why we have
the auction. Thank you, Cliff Martin, for your wise selection of a beautiful rose to
represent each Board Member and for carrying out our Installation Ceremony. A big
welcome goes out to our newest Board Member: Diane Belknap. Thank you, Gracie
Baker for coordinating the kitchen and for making the Board’s personal adornments and
to Kerry Tynes for coordinating all of this by being our Banquet Committee Chair. Hats
off to each volunteer/member who brought a delicious selection of food for the Banquet.
I trust no one went away hungry.
Another volunteer hat I wear for TRS is that of the TRS Booth Chair at the Tacoma
Home & Garden Show. This was our 20th year at the show and my 7th year as Chair
and I’m still excited about being helpful in this position. Each and everyone who takes
part in this venue/instructive experience should be very proud of the work we do there.
We did have a few volunteers who became sick or needed to take care of their family’s
needs, however, the rest of the team graciously and immediately pitched in to help
out---I thank you all for this.
Each one of our Green Theater Seminar presenters had over 30 attendees by the
end of their presentation. Our member presenters and their titles were: John Moe: ‘The
ABC’s of Growing Climbing Roses’; Elena Williams: ‘Sustainable Rose Growing’; Bruce
Lind: ‘The Pt. Defiance Park Rose Garden – A Photo Tour of This Living Historical
Gem’; Gracie Baker: ‘How to Prune Standard & Miniature Roses’. Each one in their
own right deserved a standing ovation.
The members in the booth who handed out literature and answered attendee’s
questions were: John Moe (x’s 2), Jo & Cliff Martin, Sue & Fred DeRome, Mike
Peterson, Hank Goeyenbier, Charlotte Chalker, Ellen Wold, Ginger & Michael
MacRander, Barbara Lind, Matt Hixon, Kerry Tynes (x’s 2), Gracie Baker, Diane
Belknap, Andy Bergsagel, Keith Ripley (x’s 2) and Rebekah & James Laflin who also
stayed and helped the cleanup crew, which were Jo & Cliff Martin, Keith Ripley and
Barbara & Bruce Lind. Thank you – one and all – for making my job as rewarding as it
was. I know that our effort at this venue will be productive by the amount of educational
opportunities provided and by the 67 potential members who signed up to get a free
Queen’s Herald. See you in February when Gracie Baker will talk about “Pruning
Roses” and experts will be available - for a small donation - to sharpen your garden
implements. Stay well.

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
by Margaret Leisner - Master Rosarian
March is just around the corner, which means that it is almost time for the annual
pruning at the Point Defiance Rose Garden. This year the date is SATURDAY, MARCH
3RD, starting at 9:00 a.m. rain or shine.
Your help is needed with this annual project of the Tacoma Rose Society held in
partnership with Metro Parks Tacoma. Everyone is welcome, including novices and the
general public. Here are some tips to help you get ready to join your fellow TRS
members at the garden. Please dress for the weather, (remember it is March), and
wear boots or sturdy shoes. You will need sharpened pruners, also loppers if you have
them. (These can be sharpened at the February 15th TRS meeting for a donation to our
society.) Wear protective gloves and bring a small bucket for the clippings, which can
then be dumped in large garbage cans provided at the park.

2018 Home & Garden
Show

Queen’s Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of Roses

Please arrive at the rose garden on or before 9:00 a.m. on March 3rd. (Due to a
construction project at the main entrance on Pearl, we will need to take some
detours to enter the park. Rose Garden Horticulturist Steve Herbig informed
me there will be a detour coming off the Ferry road, or we can drive down to
the boathouse and come up the road, through a short tunnel and directly to the
rose garden.)
At the garden, everyone will gather near the Gazebo, ready to receive instructions
from Steve Herbig and ARS Master Rosarian Bruce Lind. Volunteers will then be
assigned to an area to prune and members of the general public are welcome to stay
and observe or participate in the work. Novices can be paired with an experienced
TRS Consulting Rosarian if they wish. All pruners and loppers should be dipped
frequently in a solution of Lysol, available in orange cans placed throughout the
garden. This is to prevent the spread of crown gall, a bacterial disease which is found
in the soil. As each row is pruned, it will be marked with plastic ribbons or a small flag
to prevent duplicating the work.
When the pruning is completed, usually around noon, all volunteers are invited to
a no-host luncheon on the veranda at The Lodge, the gray building near the garden.
Please bring something to share and TRS will provide plenty of hot coffee and tea.
Our world-famous cooks have been known to bring some delicious hot dishes and
desserts too!
If you have any questions or need more information about this important event,
please contact me at 253-537-2564 or meleisner@comcast.net or any of the other
Officers or Board Members listed on the last page of this newsletter.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE ROSE GARDEN
ON MARCH 3RD!!

ASK THE CONSULTING ROSARIAN
by John Moe, Master Rosarian
Q – A very common question we were asked at the Tacoma Home and Garden show
last week was - “With the warm weather that we had and all the new growth that I
see, when should I start pruning my roses?” Before we could answer, several others
had gathered around listening, so we could tell that they all were interested in this.
A – Don’t be in too much of a hurry – there are a lot of differing microclimates here in
the PNW, so you want to wait until after the last hard freeze in your area. How to
tell? Watch a Forsythia bush in your area – once it blooms, the danger of a hard
freeze is generally over. Ours typically blooms about the second week of March. We
have had some very cold nights (low here was 19 degrees) since you put them to
bed last fall, and a lot of that wood, particularly at the top, has been damaged by the
cold. With damaged wood, the nutrients just don’t move up the canes like they
should to feed that new growth, thus leaving you with reduced vigor, and blooms that
might not be what you have been waiting for. Remember – it is still winter for a
couple of months! Let’s see what Punxsutawney Phil’s prognostication is at
Gobbler's Knob on February 2nd. Want to know more about pruning? Come to the
meeting on the 15th, and get ready for the ‘hands on’ part on March 3rd at Pt.
Defiance.
Q – I have had a number of pruners over the years – mostly “cheapies” that I have
picked up on-line or at some garage sales, but none of them have lasted much more
than a season or so. A few have rusted over the winter, but my biggest gripe is that
they get dull so fast! I have heard Bruce, you and others talk about Felco’s. What is
so good about them and don’t they cost a lot?
A – A pair of Swiss made Felco’s will last you a lifetime, but they are not cheap.
Expect to pay $50+, as they are good! They have been around since 1945, most
styles come in left and right-handed models and you can buy all the replacement
parts. Mitchie bought a new pair of Felco 2’s, a classic design that has not changed
in years. I picked up a pair of used Felco 8’s at a garage sale close to 30 years ago,
and they are as good today as they were when I got them. They have been
sharpened many times and hold an edge for a long time! The spring has been
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replaced a time or two, but never any other part. Now to compare with another top
brand; I had heard about the Barnel’s with their sword steel blades so I did pick up a
pair at the H&G show from The Rose Gardener. They also have replaceable parts
and have right and left-handed models, as well as some for small hands. They are
comparable in price with the Felco’s, and I told Wendy that I would give them a
good workout and comment about them later.
Q – A good question posed to me from another society, but would be pertinent here
as well was about moving a climber. They had one that needed to be moved and
were asking – is this a good time, and any advice I have to help make that move
successful?
A – Yes, this is a good time to move a rose. A climbing rose is a more difficult one
in that if it is many years old it probably has a good root system so possible damage
will be caused. But no matter how big the rose is, cut out all the old dead wood and
old canes down at the base leaving no more than 6 good looking ones. Prune
those down by at least a third, leaving no cane more than 5 to 6 feet if it is a tall
one. Use twine or rope to tie them together as best you can to get them out of the
way and make it easier to dig and move. Dig as big a root ball as you can to reduce
root damage - at least 18 inches wide and at least a foot deep, more if it were a
very big one! Try not to break the ball when you lift it from the ground. Slide it out
onto a tarp or sheet of plastic that you can drag across the ground to your prepared
location. Or as an option, carefully lift into a wheelbarrow. Trim exposed damaged
roots and replant it as soon as you can. See that it is well watered. When it looks
settled, cut the twine holding the canes. Watch it well when you see new growth on
your other roses. No fertilizer until you see some new growth. Just realize that
some damage is unavoidable, and it will take a year or two to recover. Don’t expect
much of it this year - just keep it alive and it should be OK!

REMINISCENCES OF A ROSE ARRANGER
by Jo Martin, Master Rosarian
It has been my pleasure to meet and to have friendships with some of the best
rose designers and upbeat individuals throughout this journey of many decades.
What we all have in common is that there is always something new to learn; there is
always a challenge that keeps our creative juices flowing. Some designers excel in
traditional designing while others enjoy the wilder side of creative/abstract styles.
Others study the Oriental styles while others design in miniature. And then, there
are those who try all types with gusto. But what we all have in common is the
challenge and the camaraderie of designing. It is really an exceptional hobby.
Harking back to the mid-sixties, I accidentally became involved with this
addicting hobby of flower arranging. My neighbor Billie and I had joined a garden
club. Although I could not attend one evening’s meeting, Billie said that I should
make a flower arrangement as there were two flower show judges attending who
would review our efforts. Whew! Had never made a flower arrangement in my life.
Had no equipment. Fear gripped me. However, we did have one camellia bush in
bloom and we had been given a wooden candy dish that I repurposed for a
container. This was before the advent of oasis, however, I did have an old needle
holder (kenzan). So, I dove into what would become a lifelong passion. I created my
first flower arrangement and sent it along with Billie, to see what the judges
decided. To my complete surprise, the comments were positive. Billie relayed,
“They said you look like a natural flower arranger!” That was all it took. I never
looked back and it has been my great good fortune to continue designing and being
in the friendship of designers for over fifty years.
Two years later, my dear friend, Glenda Myers, a fantastic traditional designer,
invited me to my first Tacoma Rose Society meeting held in the Natural Gas
Building on 38th street. It was there I met Betty Gutoski, the sweet southern lady
from Tennessee known for her lovely crescent designs. I recall this evening well
because while Betty was in the back preparing refreshments, her name was
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proposed as President of the TRS, only the second woman to serve since 1911.
What an evening!
One thing led to another, and I took the horticulture judging school in 1979. I
had already become a garden club judge, so in 1985, Betty intervened again, and
proposed that I become the District’s Rose Arrangement Judges Chair. We put on
our first school in 1986 with 25 new judges accredited! It was a big win for the
PNW.
If you are reading this and have a thought that rose arranging might interest
you, please contact Keith Ripley, Gracie Baker, Betsy Rezba, Bruce Lind or me, all
arrangement judges with plenty of knowledge to share.

NAME THAT ROSE
by Cheryl Prescott, Consulting Rosarian
Well, it’s that time again to play ‘name that rose’. I know most who read this
would never, ever do what I am tempted to do every year; something I fall hook,
line and sinker into. True confession: I buy ‘bargain packaged roses’. Oh, I know
I’m asking for trouble, but the picture on the package is so alluring and I’ve seen
this rose in books, and sometimes it’s still listed in the Handbook for Selecting
Roses. There it is in front of me, my golden opportunity to OWN it for less than five
bucks! Some older roses are great roses and age discrimination is illegal you
know.
So, I take it home confident that the picture on the package will soon be
blooming in splendor in my garden. Life is full of disappointments, but some of the
surprises aren’t so bad. ‘Iceberg’ turned out to be ‘Class Act’; ‘Kristin’ was really
‘Whimsey’ (sweet miniature), ‘Bantry Bay’ was really ‘Above All’ (How many 12 ft.
climbers can you hope to sell with the correct name?), and ‘Carefree Delight’ was
‘Memorial Day’ (really a nice HT). Those worked out well and I kept them. But
there are others like ‘Mr. Lincoln’, not big or dark or fragrant enough to be correctly
named, but a great, healthy red HT, whoever it is. Some of these I keep and some
get shoveled, but all are part of my spring sleuthing game and discovering a rose I
really like, but didn’t know its name.

ROSE FEVER RAMPANT IN THE TACOMA AREA!
by Bruce Lind, Master Rosarian
Rose fever in the winter? You bet your boots! Each year there is a particularly
strong surge in rose fever at the beginning of February. Your favorite near-by
nursery will have its freshly potted roses for sale and, on a dry day, you will find the
soil easy to work and those new plants ready to develop their roots in your garden
instead of the pot they were placed in.
Our correspondents have been out doing some scouting and they have
submitted the information that follows. Margaret and Jim Leisner stopped in at
Portland Avenue Nursery and report that there is a fresh supply of good looking
roses from Weeks. Check it out!
Raft Island Roses always opens for the new rose season on February 1.
Barbara and Bruce Lind made a trip out to the Harbor to see what new roses Raft
Island would have for the 2018 rose season. The list of featured varieties for 2018
contained a mix of the standard stars and some varieties that will be new this year.
Here are some they expect to be best sellers this year.
‘About Face’, ‘Artistry’, ‘Chihuly’, ‘City of Welland’, ‘Dark Desire’, ‘Double
Delight’, ‘Easy Going’, ‘Easy Spirit’, ‘Ebb Tide’, George Burns’, ‘Gingersnap’, ’Good
as Gold’, ‘Grande Amore’, ‘Halle’, ‘Honey Perfume’, ‘Hot Cocoa’, ‘Intrigue’, ‘Judy
Garland’, ‘Julia Child’, ‘Just Joey’, ‘Lasting Love’, ‘Lions International’, ‘Livin’ Easy’,
‘Margaret Merril’, ‘Mellow Yellow’, ‘Memorial Day’, ‘Miranda Lambert’, ‘Moondance’,
‘Mr. Lincoln’, ‘Neptune’, ‘Octoberfest’, ‘Oranges ’n’ Lemons’, ‘Pretty Lady Rose’,
‘Radiant Perfume’, ‘Rainbow Sorbet’, ‘Rock & Roll’, ‘’Sugar Moon’, ‘Sunsprite’, and
‘Twilight Zone’.

Sheldon Arkin is retiring!

Lena & Bill Wilson
celebrated their 70th
Wedding Anniversary
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Margaret awarding the
Bronze Medal to
Becky Rehburg
by phone. More when
we are able to award
the medal in person.

For more information on these rose varieties with
photographs check out the website helpmefind.com/
roses . It is a favorite source of information for rosarians.
It is a sure bet that your favorite nursery will either
have its new roses out for sale now or in the very near
future. The plant selection will never be better, so put on
your rain gear and visit some nurseries ASAP.
If you have to dig out some rose plants to make room
for your new roses be sure to think of donating them to
the March Plant Sale for the benefit of the Pt. Defiance
Park Rose Garden. When you dig be sure to get a good
root ball with the plant and do some trimming back on the
top growth. Put the rose you dug in the pot you emptied
if you can make it fit. Then things will be ready when
March 23 (set up day for the sale) rolls around.

Mike & Frank Gatto
Raft Island Roses

PUYALLUP FERTILIZER AND ALFALFA
AT THE APRIL MEETING

Roses given to previous
Bronze Medal Recipients
were shared with Mitchie
& Kiyoko

Puyallup fertilizer is designed with trace elements specifically for roses, but it
can be used as a general purpose fertilizer in your garden. Alfalfa meal is a good
organic soil additive and it contains a plant alcohol, tricontanol, that stimulates
rose growth. It can be used when planting roses, as a top dressing and as a spring
tonic in alfalfa tea.
In April Bill Wilson and his team will bring a ton of fertilizer and alfalfa to the
parking lot behind Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. You will be able to drive up and our
helpers will load your car.
Alfalfa meal is $15 for a 50 lb bag. The 50 lb bag of fertilizer is $25. That is the
same as last year. You must reserve your order in advance! There will be a
sign-up sheet at the February and March meetings or you can reserve your order
by calling or emailing Barbara Lind (253-565-0246, barbaralind@mac.com).
You can pay ahead of time with a check if you want. Make the check
payable to the Puyallup Rose Society.

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY - YEAR 2018 DUES
$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA 98466
Name
______________________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip
______________________________________________________________
Telephone ________________Email address __________________________
New Consulting Rosarians
Kerry Tynes & Matt Hixon

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____ hard copy _____
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Barbara & Bruce Lind
2132 Bridgeport Way
University Place, WA
98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com
Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit
educational organization affiliated with the
American Rose Society.
Meetings: the third Thursday of the
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar
year. Check payable to the Tacoma Rose
Society.
Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell
smitcher@gmail.com
Meetings are held at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA

Park and enter in the back!
Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5
take the Highway 16W Exit (132).
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on
Union Ave. There is a stoplight at the
intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1
block East. Turn right on S 19th and
then left into the parking lot.
The parking lot can also be accessed
via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers

President
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603
1st Vice President
Matt Hixon 253-677-8634
2nd VP & Program Chair
John Moe 253-815-1072
Secretary
Margaret Leisner 253-537-2564
Treasurer
Barbara Lind 253-565-0246
Board Members
Gracie Baker 253-851-5154
Diane Belknap 253-858-2152
Cliff Martin 253-752-5857
Becky Rehburg 253-582-6631
Kerry Tynes 253-970-5968
Past President
Greta Hixon 253-720-6072
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin 253-752-5857
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Daisy Radloff 253-272-0063
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind 253-565-0246
Membership Chair
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564
Artistic Director
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Door Prizes Chair
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544
Sunshine Chair
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Hospitality Co-Chairs
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians

(* = Master Rosarian)
Sheldon Arkin, 253-472-0266, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Greta & Matt Hixon, 253-720-6072, Gig Harbor
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246,
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Ed Pawlowski*, 253-876-6324, Auburn
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-582-6631, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, University Place
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup

