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Seattle Sunrise

UPCOMING EVENTS
April Meeting
Thursday, April 18
7PM, Gloria Dei Church
TRS Board Meeting
April 22, 2019
At Jo and Cliﬀ
Martin’s home
May Meeting
Thursday, May 16
“Old Garden Roses”
Faith Gant &
Margaret Nelson
TRS Rose Show
Saturday, June 22, 2019
Jackson Hall on the
Multicare Campus
Treats for April
Diane Belknap
Ron Bryan
Julia Grubiak
Elena Williams

Crown Princess Margareta

Baronne Prevost

Julia Child

Tacoma Rose Society
An Affiliate of the American Rose Society
Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for
Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden
APRIL 18, 2018 MEETING
FERTILIZER
by JOHN MOE
John Moe will be the featured speaker at our April meeting. He will be talking about
fertilizer and fertilization. This is perfectly timed to coincide with the delivery of the
Puyallup Rose Fertilizer and Alfalfa meal, and was one of the most requested
programs on the recent survey done by John at an early meeting this year.
(Note: Consulting Rosarians - don’t forget to sign up for CR credit for John’s talk!)
At 7pm John will be talking about what to do in your garden this month. Please bring
your rose related questions. This is your chance to ask the Co-Chair of the District
Consulting Rosarians all sorts of things! At 7:30, after all the 25lb bags have been
loaded and questions have been answered, we will be ready to learn about fertilizer.

April is Fertilizer/Alfalfa Pick-up Time!
Before John’s talk, you will want to come a little early so you can get your fertilizer/
alfalfa order safely tucked in your car/truck. If you cannot be there to pick up your
order, please make arrangements for someone else to pick it up. Our friends from
the Puyallup Rose Society will be in the parking lot behind the church at about
6:00pm with the tons of fertilizer and alfalfa you have ordered. If you still haven’t
placed your order, the deadline to order alfalfa is April 5th and the deadline for
fertilizer is April 15th. The cost for alfalfa meal is $9 for a 25 lb bag. The 25 lb bag
of fertilizer is $13. Make checks payable to The Puyallup Rose Society.
Please wear your favorite TRS T-shirt or logo item to the meeting as we will be
taking our annual members’ group photo at the start of the meeting.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Matt Hixon, Consulting Rosarian
Welcome rose lovers.
Happy Spring! March 20th marked the beginning of the season for rejuvenation and
renewal i.e., the time when flowers bloom, allergies kick in, and yard work begins. It's
also a time when children are on spring break spending the majority of their time
outside enjoying the spring weather.

Queen’s Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of Roses

March was a good month for the Tacoma Rose society. Many opportunities to
volunteer germinated, especially with the Point Defiance Rose Garden renovation of
Quadrant 1. Steve Herbig and his crew installed new water lines and sprinklers for
the new turf areas and spread new sod. TRS volunteers (working with Steve Herbig
from the park district) replanted all the roses. On March 27th, volunteers helped
prune the Multi Care rose garden next to Tacoma General Hospital. This is the area
where we will host the 2019 Tacoma Rose Show (more to come on this BIG event).
The deadline for ordering Fertilizer and Alfalfa is April 5, 2019. Please remember that
bags are in 25 lbs. sizes this year so double check quantity estimates prior to
ordering. Fertilizer and Alfalfa orders will be available at our April 18th Meeting.
Payment for orders may be provided at the time of order or at the April 18th delivery
(please make checks payable to the Puyallup Rose Society).
Last but not least was the Point Defiance Garden Sale held March 30th at the
Pagoda. This was a fun event where we raised a lot of money for the park’s Rose
Garden. I want to give a BIG shout out to all the volunteers for all your hard work
gifted to our great community. I recognize the magnitude of effort you contributed and
the resultant sore muscles. On behalf of the community, I thank you all! It’s all about
the care, education, and comradery that we have for each other and the roses that
we love.
With spring upon us and rose shows on the horizon, there is a lot happening in the
Tacoma Rose society. What is ahead for us, you ask? We continue to seek
opportunities to help educate the community to care for their roses. Mark your
calendars! June 22 is the Tacoma Rose Society’s 2019 Rose Show. The theme for
this year will be “Beauty of the Rose”. Kerry Tynes is this year’s Rose Show chair. We
never turn away those that want to help so if you have not been asked to help in
some way and you would like to volunteer, please contact Kerry. We are also very
busy in our own gardens doing the necessary chores required to grow the beautiful
roses we all love.
Mr. Kerry Tynes (Recruitment chair) reports that recruitment is very strong. We’ve
received many new members in the last couple of months. Please help me extend a
warm welcome to Carlie Schulz, Marita Arita, Victoria Oneill, Beverly Pedersen,
Richard Westland, Kayla Becker, and Annette Cheeves.
The Point Defiance pruning was provided to NW Broadcasting KNKY and the
Suburban Newspaper to be listed on their public calendars. To help broadcast our
passion for roses, we need more pictures for the website. If you have any, please
send them to Barbra.
In closing, as I look forward to retirement, I’m inspired by the thoughts of being
free to volunteer more. For those active volunteers, I want to give a sincere thanks to
all. Without your dedication and loyalty to service, we would not be as strong as we
are today. Tacoma Rose Society is in good health because of all of you.
INSPIRE ON!

Pruning at the Multicare
Rose Garden

Alexa and Mike
Petersen

John Moe

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
Margaret Leisner, Master Rosarian
There was a sort of “March Madness” for Tacoma Rose Society members in the
month just concluded, as there was much work to do at the Point Defiance Rose
Bruce Lind
Garden. However, the weather was perfect and TRS volunteers always enjoy what
they do to benefit the garden.
It all began with the annual pruning on March 2nd which brought out 30
Other volunteers who were
volunteers, including some from the public. With the excellent help in pruning the
there but not photographed
bushes on a cold, but sunny day, the work went quickly and by noon, all of the
workers were enjoying a delicious potluck lunch on the veranda of The Lodge. Some
were Brian Pasic,
new members were added to the ranks that day as well.
Sheldon & Patsy Arken,
By the middle of the month, garden Horticulturist Steve Herbig and the Metro
Jessica Reynolds
Parks staff had finished the preliminary work on quadrant #l at the rose garden. This
& Barbara Lind
included digging new trenches, installing a new watering system and adding fresh
soil. Friday, March 15 was chosen as the date to begin the actual replanting.
Volunteers from TRS arrived early that day to assist with the work as they had in prior
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years when the other three quadrants were renovated. The bushes had been “heeled in”
for the past two months at a nearby area. So using a form of an assembly line, the bushes
were sorted, pruned, and then transported by wheel barrow to each row as the workers
were ready for them and replanted in about the same location as they had been previously.
Quadrant #1 is the largest one in the rose garden and the work could not be completed
that day, but several volunteers returned early the following Monday to finish. An attractive
retaining wall built by the park’s staff and newly placed sod and grass completed the new
look and the roses should be blooming by the middle of June, if not sooner. NOTE: At the
time of this writing, the garden remains closed, but Steve Herbig reports that as soon as
some minor work is finished there, and it is safe to do so, he will reopen it to the public,
although quad#1 will still be closed off.
Last, but certainly not least, the month of March ended on another high note with the
annual Garden Sale at the Pagoda on Saturday, March 30th. Again the weather was
perfect and the sale was a great success, with many TRS rosarians and other volunteers
on hand to assist the public in purchasing the fine selection of rose bushes and a few
miscellaneous plants at low prices. As always, the proceeds from this event go to benefit
the Point Defiance Rose Garden.
A sincere thanks and a round of applause is due to everyone who helped with these
March projects. Tacoma Rose Society members can always be counted on to assist when
asked to help. It is important to add that much goes on behind the scenes, including
several meetings and many hours of computer work, to make these events run smoothly
and successfully. So kudos too, to those who give hours of their time and talent to this
society and to benefit the Point Defiance Rose Garden.
Next month: a report on new roses to enjoy in the garden this summer!

TRADITIONAL LINE ROSE ARRANGEMENTS
Jo Martin, Master Rosarian
Traditional Line arrangements are one of the three classes that are eligible for the
Royalty Award, a top American Rose Society award. The other two classes that are eligible
for the Royalty Award include Line Mass and Mass arrangements, but we will concentrate
on Line arrangements. Of the three, the Line arrangement is the most uncomplicated, a
simpler design with fewer roses. While it would seem that there would be many entries in
the line classes and many blue ribbons, it is not always the case. What gives?
First, the line must be very prominent. Some mistakenly think the line must be straight
as a soldier with a few roses and foliage following whatever line material has been chosen.
Actually, line has many features. Line may be straight or curved, zigzag or formed in
nature, but in all cases, it must dominate and be in good proportion to the container used.
The containers best for line design are narrower and more linear than being round which
allows the thrust of line to continue up or sideways.
Line materials suitable for a traditional line design vary considerably. Some find bare
branches with natural twists and curves useful, while others like using straight lines of flax,
yucca or iris foliage. Pussy willow branches, Harry Lauder’s twisted branches, kelp, quince,
sansevieria, and any number of branches with interesting line will lend themselves to
traditional line arrangements.
The container chosen should not be too ornate. The best containers are of one subtle
color, and muted tones are best. Some have luck with basic black matte finishes, but care
must be taken not to be too dominant and shiny which is a hallmark of modern line
designs, not traditional line. Grays, browns, greens are useful colors. Avoid bright reds,
orange, yellows, and other dramatic colors. Avoid a vase with obvious décor, flowers, etc.
Plain is best. Find containers now ahead of the time you will need them for the June rose
show. Search in stores selling used items before spending a lot of money on a special
container.
The roses chosen for a traditional line arrangement are best in uneven numbers of 3s
and 5s. The roses should be well conditioned and of good quality. Put the largest rose at
the lip of the container and the tighter roses graduating toward the top of the design.
Always remember that rose foliage should be considered, as too much foliage may ruin the
linear quality and become a Line Mass. Many blue ribbons have been lost due to too many
leaves.
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Ask the Consulting Rosarian
John Moe, Master Rosarian
It seems that every spring I have to reprogram the mind to quickly recall that old ditty – If it’s brown, go on down, and
when it doubt, take it out! It would be a lot easier if it were set to music like that other good melody as we are
sterilizing our pruners - Dip-a-dee-doo-dah, Dip-a-dee-ay, My, oh, my, what a wonderful day……… but enuf, on to
your questions.
Q – Whenever anyone talks about fertilizer, they often mention three numbers. What are they, and what do they
represent?
A - Regardless of its type (granular, powdered, liquid or solid), any fertilizer you buy will have on the label a set of
three numbers that gives us the information about the nutrients it contains. Those numbers are the N-P-K ratio, the
percentage, by weight, of each element - Nitrogen (chemical symbol N), Phosphorus (P), and Potassium (K) in the
bag. All fertilizers will list this ratio as a set of three numbers, and always in this sequence! A 15-10-10 fertilizer, for
example, contains 15% nitrogen, 10% phosphorus, and 10% potassium. All fertilizers contain at least one of these
components, and they will always be shown in the order of N-P-K; if any is missing, the ratio will show a zero for that
nutrient (i.e., a 0-45-0 fertilizer contains no nitrogen, 45% phosphorus and no potassium).
The fertilizer that you will get will have these numbers on the label. Take a look at it and think about what they
represent. N-P-K – 1st number - Up, 2nd number - Down, 3rd number - All around. The Up is for Nitrogen that
promotes growth above the ground. The Down is for phosphorous that promotes good, healthy roots, and the All
around is for Potassium that benefits the whole plant and gives us those beautiful blooms. You want to know more? –
Come to the meeting on the 18th, as we will talk about fertilizer.
Q – When loading some roses into her car at the Pagoda sale, one lady remarked that although they looked good,
there were some gnarly large clumps of wood on the bud union that looked like old dead canes, but there were some
new basals emerging. She wondered if she could take some loppers or a saw and remove those big old pieces?
A – I told her that she could, and apologized for not doing a better job of cleaning them up after they were heeled in
for the winter. But with 150+ roses to get ready for the sale, we had to limit what we could do. A number of those
roses sold at the pagoda were from the Pt. Defiance rose garden, and just would not fit into the newly reconditioned
part of the garden, and some were quite old. I said she could use the tools she mentioned, but to be careful when
working so not to break off those tender new basals. When pruning the day before, I told her I did use a saw on one
and did, after a hefty cut, see some good live wood, so hopefully there will be more new basals growing.
Q – When I was pruning I saw, on a couple bushes, some new red growth poking up through the mulch, so I left them
until I could check. Are these those dreaded ‘suckers’ that I have heard about? Should I just rip them off?
A – What you are most likely seeing are new basals; however, there could be some suckers. This is a good sign that
your bush is alive, and ready to get growing for the season. New growth is very tender, and you can easily damage it
if you are not careful. One of the first things to do is to carefully remove the mulch so you can get a good look at
them. If you get carried away with a shovel or start digging away with your hands you can easily break them off. One
of the best ways to avoid damage is to use a hose and gently wash away the mulch, so as not to disturb the new
growth. Now check to see if any of it is coming from below the bud union. If it is not, it is a new cane. If it is, it is a
sucker and should be taken off. More about suckers next month – stay tuned!

ROSE STEM GIRDLER – WHAT IS THAT?
Bruce Lind – Master Rosarian
This “new” rose pest is a member of a family of wood boring beetles that found their way to North America from
Europe. This article is not a scientific treatise, if your curiosity suggests you “go there” you will have to “google” rose
stem girdler for that kind of detail. I just want to tell a rose gardener’s story. It is a (pre)cautionary tale with an at
least somewhat rosy ending.
Last summer (2018) Barbara and I were visiting the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden at a time when Horticulturist Steve
Herbig was working there. He said that he had something he wanted us to see. Steve has tended the roses in the
Pt. Defiance Garden for almost 30 years and he, almost instinctively, notices anything out of the ordinary. He had
spotted a swelling (referred to in the literature as a gall or node) on a cane of one of the ramblers that make the long
arbor such a showpiece. Steve took photos and when he returned to his office he undertook an online search for
information on what might be a cause for the problem he noticed. He soon turned up an article in a 2017 Spokane
Rose Society newsletter that provided a starting point for further search. There is a pest whose common name is
rose stem girdler, and a girdling of the rambler cane was one of the symptoms Steve had noted. I tucked that bit of
information into my porous brain and we went on our way.
The current chapter of the story starts in early March 2019. Barbara and I were working on our massive plant of
‘Eddie’s Jewel’. I have often joked that Eddie is “the rose that ate the shed.” That ceased to be a laughing matter
when we found a wet spot on the floor of the shed. Eddie needed a very severe haircut and, during that process we
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‘Eddie’s Jewel’
found many canes with those swellings that Steve Herbig showed us last
summer. This led to some “googling” of our own and the discovery of a number
of additional sources. The best of these seem to stem from a mix of
entomologists, plant pathologists, and horticulturists at Washington State
University and Oregon State University. The rose stem girdler was first reported
in Washington in 2014 and in Oregon a year later. On natures time line we are
very early in the game, but while pruning in six different gardens in three different
cities in Western Washington we have found evidence of the rose stem girdler in
each and every garden. It is the usual phenomena, once you recognize
something for a while you see it everywhere. Now for a road trip to see some
evidence of the range of rose girdler infestation.
Those of you who attended the March TRS meeting saw some photos of girdler damage and took part in a short
discussion of what we can/should do when we spot symptoms of the pest in our own gardens. I now know a bit more,
so let me share what I have found via online searching. Let’s start the life cycle of a rose stem girdler beetle with an
adult beetle. In late April or early May, when temperatures average 55 the adult beetle emerges from the rose stem
where it passed through its developmental stages. The beetle is shy, winged, copper-colored, narrow and tapering
from head to tail. The beetles are reported to be most active early in the day and to rest on foliage at night.
References report that the adult beetles must feed prior to egg laying. Eggs are laid singly, and hatch in four to
fourteen days. The larvae chew through the base of the egg case and continue to chew through to the cambium layer
of the stem. The larvae continue on to feed in the cambium layer of the stem, forming a spiraling tunnel as they go.
As they develop through additional stages they move to the pith at the core of the stem. There seems to be a zone of
brown tissue that forms in the pith and the stem can become weak in that area. The larvae remain in the pith until
they pupate and are ready to start the process all over. There is (thankfully!) only a single generation per year. Note:
rose stem girdler larvae seem to be able to attack mature as well as fresh stems. While stem girdler larvae can cause
stem wilt if they attack a rapidly growing new cane, this type of wilting seems more often to be caused by a wasp or
fly larvae.
Back to reality! What we first noticed in our garden were the swellings that caught Steve Herbig’s attention and
the breakage of canes at the weak points referred to above. Our remedy thus far is to prune the damaged cane
below the swelling (node) and to dispose of the infested canes at a commercial yard waste processing site. Early
articles suggest that there is no chemical control for the rose stem girdler beetle. I did find one OSU article that
suggests that some of the standard insecticides with a systemic action may be somewhat effective.
Now I am heading into a somewhat more speculative mode. I suspect that since our garden features a great
many large rose plants with a lot of multi-year canes it is likely to be more susceptible to infestation by the rose stem
girdler beetles. However, we have found girdler damage on a miniature rose and also on a first-year cane within two
inches of the mulch. These problems are very easily fixed with a snip of the pruning shears. Many of nodes
indicating girdler damage are on what otherwise seem to be healthy and highly productive canes. We have probably
been living with the stem girdlers for several years now. That is good news, news that tells us not to panic. That
there can be a structural weakness in these apparently healthy canes came to the surface during our February
snowfalls. Within this article you will see a photo of a cane of about four feet in length that was pruned from our bush
of ‘Polka’. The cut was made about six feet from the ground. At the tip of the cane the side growth made a fan shape
about two feet in width, a perfect place for a heavy layer of snow to collect. The cane snapped, but there were strong
new shoots sprouting both above and below the (partial) break. No doubt the upper part of the cane would not have
survived any period of hot weather, but the overall health of the plant would not have been at risk. All we can do, and
all we need to do, is to keep a sharpe eye out
for evidence of the rose stem girdler in our

Photos on left & right by Dr. Gary Ritchie
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rose gardens. When you spot a node formed by a rose stem girdler cut it out
before the next spring and keep on enjoying your roses. We look forward to
having new roses to enjoy each and every year and only very occasionally do we
get a new rose pest to contend with. Rose gardening is a great hobby. It can
help us stay both physically and mentally fit. What more can we ask?

WHAT AN AMAZING GARDEN SALE!
Before 9AM

We had an amazing Garden Sale! The reasons why it was so fantastic are
many. First, we had about 150 rose bushes. The first bunch of roses came from
our Fall Auction. Many of them were donated by Raft Island Roses (RIR). We
had another truckload of roses from RIR in the spring. TRS members donated
roses. There were roses from the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden that no longer fit in
the newly renovated area. And then there was another last minute truckload of
roses from RIR. Thanks so much to the generosity of Raft Island Roses!
The day before the Sale, all these roses were pruned outside the Pagoda by
a team including John Moe, Alexa & Mike Peterson, Jim Olson, Cliff Martin, Kieth
Ripley and Bruce & Barbara Lind. Park Horticulturist Steve Herbig dug up the
Park roses from where they were “healed in” and transported them to our
pruning area. Meanwhile, Jo Martin, Sue De Rome and Darlene Matsumoto
worked on the “garage sale” type items donated for the sale.
The opening time for the Sale was 9AM. There was a small crowd waiting
outside. We opened the doors and suddenly we had a mob of people filling the
room. (There is no photo of this - I was too busy to take pictures). Our team of
“sellers” had catalogs with photos and descriptions of most of the roses and
simply photos of the rest to help people select their roses. Several people in the
crowd simply pulled out their cell phones and googled the name of the rose to
see what it looked like. Another reason for the crowd - Noah Cornick had posted
the Garden Sale on social media! Wow!
Before we knew it, all the roses were gone. While we have sold out once
before, it was at the end of the day. At 11AM we were cleaning up the area. Our
large group of workers then set up tables and had a congratulatory potluck
lunch. John, Bruce and Barbara stayed until the 2PM closing time to let “late
comers” know that we had sold out. Most of them congratulated us and
promised to come early next year. Good Work All!

Around 9:15

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY - YEAR 2019 DUES
$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA
98466

About 10:40

Name
______________________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip
______________________________________________________________
Telephone ________________Email address __________________________

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____ hard copy _____

11AM
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PT. DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN
Garage Sale 2019
2019 PRUNING DAY

Garage Sale Setup Day

Replanting Quad 1
2 days

Queen’s Herald - Tacoma Rose Society - Celebrating 100+ years of Roses

Barbara & Bruce Lind
2132 Bridgeport Way
University Place, WA
98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com
Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit
educational organization affiliated with the
American Rose Society.
Meetings: the third Thursday of the
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar
year. Check payable to the Tacoma Rose
Society.
Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell
smitcher@gmail.com
Meetings are held at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA

Park and enter in the back!
Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5
take the Highway 16W Exit (132).
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on
Union Ave. There is a stoplight at the
intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1
block East. Turn right on S 19th and
then left into the parking lot.
The parking lot can also be accessed
via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers

President
Matt Hixon 253-677-8634
1st Vice President
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968
2nd VP & Program Chair
John Moe 253-815-1072
Secretary
Gracie Baker 253-851-5154
Treasurer
Barbara Lind 253-565-0246
Board Members
Diane Belknap 253-858-2152
Ron Bryan 206-200-6821
Charlotte Chalker 253-531-3466
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544
Hank Goeyenbier 253-952-0154
Past President
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin 253-752-5857
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Daisy Radloff 253-272-0063
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind 253-565-0246
Membership Chair
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564
Artistic Director
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Door Prizes Chair
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544
Sunshine Chair
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Hospitality Co-Chairs
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians

(* = Master Rosarian)
Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Greta & Matt Hixon, 253-720-6072, Gig Harbor
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246,
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Ed Pawlowski*, Auburn
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-537-7945, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup

