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Tacoma Rose Society
UPCOMING EVENTS
April Meeting
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Thursday, April 19, 7PM
TRS Board Meeting
April 23, 2018
At Jo and Cliﬀ
Martin’s home

An Affiliate of the American Rose Society
Celebrating 100+ Years of Roses
Recipient of a City of Destiny Award for
Volunteer Work at the Pt. Defiance Rose Garden
APRIL, 2018 MEETING
FERTILIZER by JOHN MOE
John Moe will be the featured speaker at our April meeting. He will be talking about
fertilizer and fertilization. This is perfectly timed to coincide with the delivery of the
Puyallup Rose Fertilizer and Alfalfa meal, and was one of the most requested
programs on the recent survey done by John at an early meeting this year.
(Note: Consulting Rosarians - don’t forget to sign up for CR credit for John’s talk!)

May Meeting
At 7pm John will be talking about what to do in your garden this month. Please bring
Thursday, May 17
your
rose related questions. This is your chance to ask the Co-Chair of the District
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Consulting Rosarians all sorts of things! At 7:30, after all the 50lb bags have been
loaded and questions have been answered, we will be ready to learn about fertilizer.

Treats for April Meeting
Julie Axberg
Gracie Baker
Margaret Leisner
Elena Williams

April is Fertilizer/Alfalfa Pick-up Time!
Before John’s talk, you will want to come a little early so you can get your fertilizer/
alfalfa order safely tucked in your car/truck. If you cannot be there to pick up your
order, please make arrangements for someone else to pick it up. Our friends from
the Puyallup Rose Society will be in the parking lot behind the church at about
6:00pm with the tons of fertilizer and alfalfa you have ordered. If you still haven’t
placed your order, the deadline to order alfalfa was April 6 and the deadline for
fertilizer is April 18th.
Don’t forget to make your check payable to the Puyallup Rose Society.
Please wear your favorite TRS T-shirt or logo item to the meeting as we will be
taking our annual members’ group photo at the start of the meeting.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Keith Ripley, Consulting Rosarian
Welcome to spring everyone. I so enjoy the warmer, longer days of sunlight and
roses growing - seemingly before my very eyes. The ides of March ended on the
15th of the month, which was our TRS Meeting day and our packed full of information
program on plant nutrition and physiology presented by Gary Ritchie. Gary gave us a
better understanding of how our roses take up nutrients from the soil and air and
then, when worked on by the sun’s rays, combine to make their own magic of rose
blooms and other structures for our enjoyment. I hope you had a desire and
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opportunity to purchase his book ‘Inside Plants: A Gardeners’ Guide to Plant Anatomy
and Physiology’.

Dr. Gary Ritchie

Our Plant and Rose Sale at the Pt. Defiance Park Pagoda on March
24th was a very big success. We added more than enough to the
Rose Garden Account to take care of the bill for the first round of
rose purchasing for this year. A special ‘thank you’ is extended to our
members and to Raft Island Roses for donating over 75 roses for the
sale. The income from these roses was also bolstered by plants
donated by Pt. Defiance park through the work of Steve Herbig and
his crew. Then, too, I think we did very well with the ‘House
Cleaning Sale’ objects that were donated by fellow members. A very
big ‘thank you’ also needs to go to Barbara & Bruce Lind for
transporting and doing all the paperwork – like finding pictures of the
roses and plants and printing them or making them available for
prospective buyers. We also need to thank Margaret Leisner for her
coordination efforts for getting the ‘House Cleaning Sale’ items ready
for the sale and collecting money for all sale items/donations. Thank
you also goes out to Gracie Baker and Sue DeRome for setting-up,
coordinating and cleaning-up after we devoured that delicious meal
our famous cooks supplied for our lunch.

Multicare Hospital
Rose Garden
Pruners

Sheldon Arkin

For this year’s TRS Rose Show on June 16, we will be back at Jackson Hall on Martin
Luther King Jr Way on the MultiCare campus. Multicare provides this venue to us at no
charge. Therefore, to help off-set some of their expenses we help with the pruning of
Baker Rose Garden at MultiCare, which is just outside of Jackson Hall. This spring’s
pruning was started by friends and members of TRS on Saturday March 31. They
worked diligently for about 3 hours and were able to accomplish much, but more pruning
was left for another day. A special ‘thank you’ goes out to the following people for
volunteering their expertise and time for this project: Bertha Carrales and two friends;
Barbara and Bruce Lind; Jo and Cliff Martin; John Moe; Charlotte Chalker & Tal
Edmunds, Mike Peterson, Sheldon Arkin and Brian Pasic. However, Gracie Baker
deserves an Honorable Mention as she came all the way from Gig Harbor – yet, ended Bertha Carrales & friends
up at the wrong garden. Happy gardening everyone.
**If any of our members would like to learn Facebook, Twitter and/or Instagram in a small
1-2 hour class, please see Keith after the April meeting.

POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS
by Margaret Leisner – Master Rosarian
When it comes to the weather, anything can and does happen in the month of March,
and this year was no exception. There was rain, wind, sleet, frigid temperatures and
even some snow. However, on the dates which the Tacoma Rose Society volunteers
pruned the rose garden and held the annual garden sale, the sun was out in all its glory.
How much more pleasant to be pruning all of those bushes on a sunny morning, and on Cliﬀ Martin & Tal Edmunds
the day of the annual Garden Sale at the Pagoda, the weather was even better. Even
though there is major construction work at the main park entrance on Pearl Street, it did
not deter visitors from enjoying the park and coming to the Pagoda to purchase rose
bushes, miscellaneous plants and a variety of garden treasures. As always, the
proceeds from this sale benefit the Point Defiance Rose Garden. Kudos to all of the
TRS volunteers who helped to make both of these annual March events a success, and
a sincere thank you to the members of the general public who came to support the Point
Defiance Rose Garden.
The month of April is a rather quiet one in the garden, but with the longer days and
warmer temperatures, changes in the bushes will soon be showing up. I recently spoke
with Steve Herbig, the rose garden horticulturist, and he is pleased at how the garden
looks. He has planted all of the new rose bushes which were purchased earlier in the

Charlotte Chalker
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year, and he said they are doing well. He plans to do the first spraying for blackspot as
weather conditions permit.
The following is for those dedicated rosarians who have been asking me when the
deadheading will begin at the rose garden. At a meeting earlier in the year, the Point
Defiance Garden Advisory Committee members met with Steve Herbig and set the
following dates: the first session will be on Wednesday, June 20th starting at 4:00 p.m.
(This is because the regular TRS meeting is on Thursday, the 21st.) After that, all
deadheading sessions will be at that same starting time on Thursdays, through and
including Thursday, September13. There will be detailed information about this annual
TRS community project in this column as we get closer to the starting date. Stay tuned
and mark your calendars!

Bruce Lind

Barbara Lind

Ask the Consulting Rosarian
by John Moe, Master Rosarian
Q – I started to prune, but with the crazy weather we have had since our last meeting, I
haven’t had the incentive to get out there and finish it. There was a 70-degree day and
frost the next morning, so I thought that I would delay it a bit. Will that be OK, but with
most of the new growth gone, what is the purpose of spraying a fungicide as you have
recommended? I feel like I will just be wasting my expensive fungicide?
A – Sure, you will be OK, but by the time you read this, our weather should be a lot more
cooperative so get out there and finish the job! Most of the diseases that we experience
here in the PNW overwinter on the canes and in the leaf axils, but when we prune down
quite low, as we typically do here in the PNW, we remove a lot of the source for fungal
infections. But what remains is enuf to get the cycle started again, so what we want to do
is to prevent those spores from moving to the new foliage, which they will do! This is
why the first spray of a fungicide is probably the most important spray of the season, and
you are not wasting it! If you chose not to use a fungicide, use an all seasons
horticultural spray oil to trap those fungal spores. Whatever you use, please take the
time to read the label and follow the directions.
Q – At the sale at Pt. Defiance, I got a couple of good-looking hybrid teas and planted
them. I will pick up my Puyallup fertilizer at the upcoming meeting, but you had written
before that I should wait a bit before using it on those new roses that I just planted - why
is that? And can I use it on my other roses?
A – You should be good to use it on your established roses now, as the soil has warmed
up. We typically do the first application of fertilizer in late April, as the soil needs to warm
to about 50 degrees for the microbial life in the soil to break down and release the
nutrients into the soil in a form that the plant can absorb and use. If you fertilize every
six weeks as we have often discussed, do it again mid-June and by the middle of August.
Then enuf for the season! But come to the meeting on the 19th, as we will be discussing
fertilizer.

Jo Martin

Mike Peterson

Now for those newly planted roses – they do need to get their roots established. A lot of
the early growth comes from nutrients stored in the canes, not from newly forming feeder
roots. They really don’t need food at this stage, so it is best that you wait till the first
bloom cycle! All synthetic or chemical fertilizers are salts, which interfere with the ability
of plants to get water. Salts draw moisture out of those tender new feeder roots,
resulting in fertilizer burn, which can severely damage them. When we do fertilize, it
should never be applied to dry soils, as it is apt to burn those tender surface feeder
roots. So be sure to water deeply before and after applying granular fertilizer to allow the
salts to distribute themselves evenly in the soil.
Q – You have often mentioned the importance of trace elements when talking about
fertilizer. What are they, and are they as important as you say?
A –Trace elements, also called micronutrients, are needed in such very small amounts in
a roses’ diet, but a lack of one or more may cause a serious decrease in the availability
of the major elements. Look at the label when you pick up your bag - the trace elements
should be boron, copper, iron, manganese, and zinc. When we say a very small amount,
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those five constitute only about 4 oz. of a 50 lb. bag. Important? Let’s take a look at just
one of them – iron. It aids in chlorophyll formation and helps in nitrogen fixation, a process
by which nitrogen is extracted from the atmosphere and converted (fixed) into useable
plant nutrients.

SPEAKING OF PRINCIPLES
By Jo Martin, Master Rosarian
The arrangements committee met recently to compile Division III of the Tacoma Rose
Schedule for our June 16 Rose Show. The title is “Of Mountains and Roses” and is
focused on the mountains of Washington and parts of Oregon. We hope you will be
inspired by the class titles and enter the show. Such fun!
At this time, it is well to review the Principles of Design. The Principles of Design are the
basic standards used to judge ALL visual art. Their correct application is necessary for
well-executed designs (arrangements). There are six Principles: Balance, Dominance,
Contrast, Rhythm, Proportion and Scale. Each principle is very important in a design.
BALANCE – means the physical and visual stability of the arrangement. Is everything
placed so that the design will not fall over? Does the design appear to be stabile? There
are two types of balance: Symmetrical and Asymmetrical. In Symmetrical balance, both
sides of an imaginary line down the center appear equal. In Asymmetrical balance, both
sides are balanced even though they are not equal. This is achieved through the
placement of components.
DOMINANCE – means that one component is stronger than others. It might be color, form
or texture. Of course, the rose/roses must be the dominant flower used in rose show
arrangements. Use of large floral forms like hydrangeas, lilies, dahlias, gladiolus or iris
cannot overshadow roses.
CONTRAST – means the use of unlike qualities in the arrangement that evokes interest.
Contrast may be found in shapes, lines, colors or textures.
RHYTHM – means the visual path or paths that carry the eye through an arrangement.
Rhythm can be expressed in line, form, pattern, color or by placement of design
components. There are smooth rhythms in traditional designs as well as faster push-pull
tension rhythms in modern designs.
PROPORTION – means the amount of anything relative to the amount of something else.
Using a huge container with small flowers might be in poor proportion.
SCALE – means size of the components. Scale is closely related to proportion. An
instructor once impressed on us the principle of scale. Visualize a very large woman
wearing a little bitty hat. This would be a problem with scale, as a larger hat would be more
attractive.
For serious rose designers, I would recommend purchasing a copy of the Guidelines for
Judging Rose Arrangements, available from the American Rose Society. Check online for
more information. www.rose.org or phone: 318-938-5402.

Rhythm

Color Dominance

Symmetrical Balance

HERITAGE ROSES NW ANNUAL ROSE DISPLAY
The Heritage Roses NW Annual Rose Display will be held on Sunday, June 17, 2018. It
will be open to the public from noon to 4:00 PM at the Antique Rose Farm, in Snohomish,
WA. This is the day following the TRS Rose Show. It is a perfect chance to have a “field
trip” to visit the Antique Rose Farm and enjoy a beautiful display of roses.

‘SIMA’S SWEETHEART’ . . . FORTY YEARS IN THE MAKING
by Caroline Fredette, Master Rosarian
Have you ever met a rose hybridizer? Perhaps you attended the Puyallup Rose Society
banquet in 2017 to hear Christian Bedard from Weeks Roses speak. Or, perhaps you
knew Mitchie Moe who had a bubbly personality, was a superb exhibitor, rose educator
and hybridized many miniature roses here in Federal Way, Washington. Christian Bedard

Asymmetrical Balance
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is a professional hybridizer and Mitchie was an amateur hybridizer. My husband John
and I had the pleasure of meeting Pierre Orard (hybridizer of ‘Firefighter’, ‘Over the
Moon’ and ‘Tropical Lightning’) when we attended the World Rose Federation in Lyon,
France in 2015. He is a very humble gentleman and extremely passionate about
hybridizing roses. I remember amateur hybridizer Ed Sima from my childhood and into
adulthood. Ed was a remarkable man who was all about educating the public about
roses. He too was a great hybridizer and was one of the 13 charter members of the
Rose Hybridizers Association when it organized back in 1969.

John Moe presented
Kerry Tynes with his
Consulting Rosarian
Certificate

Ed Sima was the heart and soul of the Seattle Rose Society during the 1940s - 1970s.
I believe he was the originator of the “Information Booth” at rose shows. At the Seattle
show, Ed had what was called “Ed’s Corner” which he exclusively manned all the
hours of the rose show. It wasn’t until the early 70s that he let anyone help him at “his”
booth. He answered show attendees’ questions about roses and rose culture and had
roses on display in groupings of “Parents and Progeny”. In other words, he had
groups of three roses. Two being the parents of the third rose. For example:
‘Independence’ and ‘Peace’ are the parents of ‘Karl Herbst’. He would position the two
parents towards the back and their child in the front forming a triangle. As a teenager I
found this totally fascinating especially the fact that he grew all of the roses he had on
display.
Ed began his amateur hybridizing program in 1941with his first rose ‘Gay Nineties’
reaching the market in 1955. It wasn’t until 1968 that ‘Casa Blanca’ was registered.
But the most famous rose he created was ‘Jeanne Lajoie’ [(Casa Blanca x
Independence) x Midget] a pink climbing miniature, introduced in 1975. It’s interesting
that the three roses he hybridized and registered, ‘Gay Nineties’, ‘Casa Blanca’, and
‘Jeanne Lajoie’ are all climbers with the latter being a miniature. I know of no other
climbing floribunda than that of ‘Gay Nineties’ which is a medium red with an intense
fragrance. My father grew all three of Ed’s creations.

‘Over the Moon’
When a hybridizer creates a new rose, by cross pollination, the rose hip which
Hybrid Tea, apricot blend develops usually contains many seeds. Each of these seeds can develop into a new

‘Firefighter'
Hybrid Tea, dark red

‘Tropical Lightening'
Climber, orange blend

and different rose; however all having the
same parents. In the hip that contained the
climbing miniature ‘Jeanne Lajoie’ was
another seeding which developed into an
orange-pink climbing miniature. Ed never
did anything with this seeding; he never
named it, registered it nor placed it in
distribution. He had one plant which he
eventually gave to his good friend Ralph
Taylor. Eventually, Ralph found it
necessary to down size his vast rose
garden by having a dig-out. No one
‘Jeanne Lajoie’ Photo by Rich Baer
wanted this large vigorous miniature climber
since it was unnamed. Not wanting it to be gone forever, he gave this unnamed
climbing miniature seedling to John and Mitchie Moe. Since Mitchie was a hybridizer
herself, Ralph felt she would appreciate the vigorous plant. Mitchie had hopes of using
it in her hybridizing program but never did. She and John took it under their wing and
grew it into a lovely addition to their garden along their driveway and John kept it more
under control than Ralph ever did. When John hosted a Consulting Rosarian Audit at
his home, about four years ago, Bruce and Barbara Lind attended and admired this
beautiful climber. They took five small cuttings of this orange-pink climbing miniature
home. All five cuttings rooted and have become good sized plants. Bruce says “It has
an abundance of hooked thorns for self-protection. The “Caution – Handle with Care”
certainly applies.” Bruce also says “It is very vigorous and is cold hardy.”
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This past September Bruce
brought a beautiful spray of
the seedling to the
Washington State Fair in
Puyallup and told those
interested the story of how
he acquired this beautiful
rose. Those of us gathered
around this seedling were
troubleshooting what should
be done with it. It was just as
‘Sima’s Sweetheart’ beautiful as ‘Jeanne Lajoie’
if not better. Bruce said that
its growth habits are even better than its sister. John Moe said he would investigate
into having it registered and found no reason why it couldn’t be done. However, the
most perplexing problem was what should it be named? Those of us involved in this
adventure felt it needed a name to remember Ed Sima; but what exactly? Barbara
Lind and I liked the name ‘Sima’s Sweetheart’ best. Thus, that is its new registered
name. We hope to have plants of this beautiful “new” climbing miniature at the PNW
District Fall Conference for some lucky people to take home from the auction and
enjoy the continuing legacy of Ed Sima’s newest creation, some 40 years later.

‘Independence’
Floribunda, orange red

‘Peace’
Hybrid Tea, yellow blend
Photo by Rich Baer

Portland Ave Nursery
Bruce Lind and Kerry Tynes
TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY - YEAR 2018 DUES
$20 per member/family/calendar year
Make checks payable to the Tacoma Rose Society
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, University Place, WA 98466

‘Karl Herbst’
Hybrid Tea, medium red

Name
______________________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip
______________________________________________________________
Telephone ________________Email address __________________________

I prefer my newsletter by e-mail (in color!) _____ hard copy _____

‘Casa Blanca’
Climber, white
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Pruning Day at the Pt. Defiance
Rose2018
Garden
Garden Sale

Tacoma Rose Society Group

All thebyroses
were sold!
Photos
Jo & Keith
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Barbara & Bruce Lind
2132 Bridgeport Way
University Place, WA
98466-4824

EDITOR’S E-Mail:
barbaralind@mac.com
Membership in the Tacoma Rose Society
is open to all. TRS is a non-profit
educational organization affiliated with the
American Rose Society.
Meetings: the third Thursday of the
months of Feb – June and Sept. – Nov.
Annual banquet is in January with a picnic
in August.
Dues: $20 per household per calendar
year. Check payable to the Tacoma Rose
Society.
Website:
www.tacomarosesociety.org
Webmaster: Steve Mitchell
smitcher@gmail.com
Meetings are held at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
3315 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA

Park and enter in the back!
Driving Directions
From Northbound or Southbound I-5
take the Highway 16W Exit (132).
Continue Westbound to Union Ave Exit
(1B) and travel Northbound (right) on
Union Ave. There is a stoplight at the
intersection of Union Ave and S 19th St.
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is about 1
block East. Turn right on S 19th and
then left into the parking lot.
The parking lot can also be accessed
via Union Ave & S 18th St.

TRS Officers

President
Keith Ripley 253-474-9603
1st Vice President
Matt Hixon 253-677-8634
2nd VP & Program Chair
John Moe 253-815-1072
Secretary
Margaret Leisner 253-537-2564
Treasurer
Barbara Lind 253-565-0246
Board Members
Gracie Baker 253-851-5154
Diane Belknap 253-858-2152
Cliff Martin 253-752-5857
Becky Rehburg 253-582-6631
Kerry Tynes 253-970-5968
Past President
Greta Hixon 253-720-6072
Special Advisory Board
Jo Martin 253-752-5857
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Daisy Radloff 253-272-0063
Consulting Rosarian Chair
Bruce Lind 253-565-0246
Membership Chair
Jim Leisner 253-537-2564
Artistic Director
Monica Weidman 253-756-8833
Door Prizes Chair
Sue DeRome 253-383-4544
Sunshine Chair
Diane Proff 253-927-5867
Hospitality Co-Chairs
Gracie Baker & Becky Rehburg

ARS & TRS Consulting Rosarians

(* = Master Rosarian)
Sheldon Arkin, 253-606-9040, South Tacoma
Gracie Baker*, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor
Ava Brock, 253-381-4862, North Tacoma
Faith Gant*, 425-888-5245, North Bend
Greta & Matt Hixon, 253-720-6072, Gig Harbor
Jack Kiley*, 360-754-4937, Olympia
Dennis Konsmo*, 253-278-5891, Gig Harbor
Margaret Leisner*, 253-537-2564, S Tacoma
Bruce* & Barbara* Lind, 253-565-0246,
University Place
Jo Martin*, 253-752-5857, Westgate
John Moe*, 253-815-1072, Federal Way
Ed Pawlowski*, 253-876-6324, Auburn
Mike* & Alexa Peterson, 425-226-8388, Renton
Cheryl Prescott, 253-789-1898, Lake Stevens
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Central Tacoma
Becky Rehburg, 253-582-6631, Steilacoom
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate
Keith Ripley, 253-474-9603, Spanaway
Dan Simmons, 253-862-0423, Puyallup
Kerry Tynes, 253-970-5968, Tacoma
Elena Williams*, 360-620-2642, Bremerton
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, University Place
Bill Wilson*, 253-840-3169, Puyallup

