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MARCH MEETING 

TAGRO PRODUCTS FOR YOUR GARDEN 
 
We will start our March meeting at 7PM with a Planting Clinic by Bruce Lind.  He has 
outlined the basics in his article in this newsletter.  At the meeting he will bring everything 
you will need to do the job and show you how to do it.  Bring your questions for him. 
 
Our main program will be about the Tagro products that are available and how we can 
use them in our gardens.  Tagro is short for Tacoma Grow. Proven safe and effectiveÑ
and awarded the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency!s highest rating for use in 
landscaping, vegetable gardens and indoor container gardensÑ all-natural TAGRO 
products are made from a blend of pasteurized wastewater byproducts called biosolids 
and other weed-free gardening components.  Come and find out how to get Tagro and 
how to use it.  
 
Cliff Martin and Jim Leisner will be back to sharpen your pruners for a donation to the 
TRS.  Be sure to label your pruners and loppers.  They will need sharpening after the 
workout we give them at the Point Defiance Rose Garden Pruning on March 7. 
 

 
PRESIDENT!S MESSAGE 

by Ellen Wold 
 
Well it's time to prune again!  Here's hoping the weather cooperates Saturday for our Pt. 
Defiance pruning and potluck.  I sure hope to see you there, the more pruners the quicker 
we finish and can get on to lunch! 
Steve was a very interesting speaker with his tales of the Pt. Defiance Parks.  I've been 
watching for that Glade commercial filmed at the wishing well.  Cliff Martin and Jim 
Leisner were kept busy sharpening tools and brought in about $90.00 to the rose 
society.   They'll be back again at the March meeting so bring your pruners and loppers 
as they will probably be dull after you prune.  
It was nice to formally award Ava Brook with her bronze medal.  What a cute and happy 
little grand-baby she has!  
We welcomed two new couples to the society also.  Great to have you and I hope you 
even just have the enjoyment out of the society and friends that I have! 
At the board meeting we discussed some really great changes for the rose show entries.  
They will sure benefit the small garden growers and in-between novice and "the really 
good guys" so watch for the program to come out in a few months. 
Happy gardening and don't forget the rose sale on the 21st.  Bring the roses you don't 
want and buy more! 
My thoughts and prayers are with George Heger who will have surgery later this week 
and again next month.  Here's hoping the rest of us can stay healthy also. 
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POINT DEFIANCE ROSE GARDEN NEWS 
by Margaret Leisner 

 After what seemed like an endless winter, spring is now just around the corner. That 
means that it is time once again for the annual GARDEN SALE at the Pagoda in Point 
Defiance Park. This year, the date is SATURDAY, MARCH 21ST from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 
 This event is one that folks look forward to each March, as it is an opportunity to find 
some great buys on rose bushes, a variety of perennials, bulbs and miscellaneous 
plants at low, low prices with no sales tax.  It is a one-day sale and the plants will go 
fast, so you will want to be there early for the best selections. 
 Several TRS Consulting Rosarians will be present to help you select the right rose 
bushes for your garden and your purchases can be delivered to your vehicle at no 
charge.  
For novice gardeners, an education table will be set up with free pamphlets and Òhow 
toÓ information to help you get started with your spring planting. Garage Sale fans will 
want to check out the space devoted to an eclectic mix of garden treasures and 
miscellaneous items in need of a new home. 
Volunteers are needed to assist with this sale, which is sponsored by the Tacoma 
Rose Society in cooperation with Metro Parks/Tacoma.  As always, all proceeds will be 
used to benefit the Point Defiance Rose Garden. Help is also welcome at the set-up on 
Friday, March 20th from noon to 2:00 p.m. If you have some rose bushes, bulbs or 
perennials, which you would like to donate, please bring them to the Pagoda during 
those hours. 
Need more information? Then contact any of the TRS officers or Board members and 
please pass the word about this sale along to friends and familyÉb etter yet, bring 
them along with you on March 21st! 

DISTRICT DOING!S 
by Jack Kiley, Director Pacifi c Northwest Distr ict 

Obviously, this is a terrible time to bring up the subject of money. With the economy 
the way it is, most of us are too scared to even want to find out whether we have any 
assets that are worth anything. Yet, in order to get through this year, your Pacific 
Northwest District has to find a way to raise additional revenue. 
Why does the District need money? The District has no direct funding source; local 
societies within the District pledge amounts each year, usually on the basis of a $1 per 
society member, with some societies pledging more, and some less. At the fall 
conference the District raises funds from its Silent Auction items, selling framed 
photos, and from the proceeds of the raffling of gift baskets that are donated by some 
societies. However, all of these activities are unpredictable as funding sources. 
At the same time the District has certain commitments that are critical to its continuing 
operation.  Even with the increasing use of e-mail, the Northwest Rosarian costs about 
$1200 per year to produce and mail. This year your Board has decided against any 
increase in the fall conference fees. Yet, current fee levels for the conference do not 
pay for the meals, breaks, copying and other expenses required to put on the 
conference. The speakers that come from around the country donate their time, but 
frequently expect at least some of their travel expenses to be reimbursed. And as 
District Director, and therefore automatically a member of the ARS Board of Directors, 
I am expected to attend two Board meetings each year. 
So our District needs funds, and I!m hoping that you can help. Attending the fall 
conference, and supporting the silent auction, raffles, and other revenue raising 
activities are a place to start. I!m also asking you to consider supporting our District by 
becoming a Patron; donations of any size will matter. If you can help in this way please 
send your donation to our Treasurer, John Sitton, at 1120 25th Ave SW, Albany, OR 
97321. 
Next month, on a more happy and exciting note, we!ll talk about a special workshop 
we!re planning for this summer that hopefully will attract your interest and participation. 
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The roses pictured in 
this newsletter are 
some of the roses 

that were purchased 
for the Rose Garden 

at Point Defiance.  
Steve will be planting 

them soon. 
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BOOK REVIEWS: 
CANADIAN EXPLORER ROSES 

Submitted by Cheryl Prescott 
Canadian Explorer Roses were developed by Felicitas Svejda at the Ottawa Research 
Station and Experimental Farm in Canada.  I first became interested in Dr. Svejda 
because she is one of only a couple of women who has been involved in rose breeding, 
which is definitely a man!s domain.  She will be a speaker at the World Federation of 
Roses in Vancouver this year. 
While surfing the web, I found a book written by her and published by National Roses Ð 
Canada last year.  In this book Dr. Svejda details her development of these hardy, 
continuous flowering roses.  She met the challenge of creating repeat flowering, which 
depends on continued growth and winter survival, which depends of cessation of 
growth.  She did this by crossing R. Rugosa with with ÒSchneezwerg! (a hybrid 
introduced by Peter Lambert in 1912 and thought to be a cross between a R. rugosa 
and a Polyantha).  She later crossed rugoas with R. Chinensis, and Kordesii to bring 
tetraploid genes into her introductions.  This improved the winter hardiness and 
blackspot resistance.  (She also talks about a rose that was resistant to two-spotted mite 
and aphids, but was "lost! after she retired in 1985). 
The book contains information on her research, color photos of her roses, hybridizing 
graphs of her roses, and a list of her research publications.  It is a valuable addition to 
your library and I recommend it.  You can order it by sending $23.00 (US) to: National 
Roses Canada, 41 Outer Drive, London, Ontario N6P 1E1 

MIRACLE-GRO COMPLETE GUIDE TO ROSES 
This book is exactly what the title implies Ð a complete guide.  I was very impressed with 
the detailed information on every aspect of rose gardening.   
Are you interested in disease resistant roses?  Here is a list.  What about a list of roses 
that do well in the Pacific Northwest?  Jeff Wyckoff gives his list of favorites.  How about 
a list of the most fragrant roses?  You!ll find it here too. 
Want to know how to prune climbers?  There is an excellent diagram.  I loved the color 
wheel describing the color classes of roses using pictures of roses for each example.  
(Apricot Ð "Marilyn Monroe!).  And the pictures throughout the book are excellent.  It 
looks as though the vast majority of them are by Rich Baer Ð our favorite Northwest 
photographer.   
Everything a beginning rose grower needs to know is here.  And for the experienced 
rosarian, you!ll find many opinions and tips from experts you know or have heard of from 
the American Rose Society publications.   
About half of the book is a Picture Gallery of Roses with the best roses to choose for 
your garden.  Each rose!s ARS rating is included.   
We found this book at Borders for $19.95.  What a bargain! 

SPRING CHORES FOR MARCH AND EARLY APRIL 
by Bruce Lind 

By now we should be finished with the pruning of our existing roses (or at least well on 
the way.)  There is still the chance a frost, but it is not likely to be hard or prolonged in 
nature.  In our yard today the buds on both the forsythia and the quince are about to 
burst.  This means it is time for us to get out and get things pruned.  Once the pruning is 
done we should make sure to get rid of any rose debris in our garden, put on that lime if 
we have not done so, and lay down several inches of mulch (in mulch we trust!).   
The editor of another newsletter mentioned that a fungicidal spray of a rose garden at 
this time of year is a good way to keep blackspot and mildew at bay later in the growing 
season.  This is not to say that is not necessary to keep up our disease prevention 
program throughout the season, but is a reminder that we are ahead if we can greatly 
reduce the amount of fungal spores present in our garden.  In other words, at this time 
of year the best defense is a good offence!  There are many fungicides that are touted 
for their utility on roses.  In general these are of two types; those that kill fungal spores 
 

C O L O R M E 
P IN K  

H YB RID  TEA  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

QUEEN 'S HER A L D Pa ge  4  o f  8  

C RO W N  
PRIN C ES S  

M A RGA RETA  
S H RU B  

and those that inhibit the ability of the targeted fungal spores to penetrate the surface 
of our rose!s leaves.  Clearly, at this time of the year when our rose leaves have yet to 
develop, it is the Òspore killersÓ that we need to use.   Some popular choices are 
mancozeb, manzate, fore (all essentially the same compound).  An easy-to-locate 
alternative choice is ÒScotts Ortho Garden Disease Control.Ó  This is the same product 
that we used to purchase as ÒDaconil,Ó and the active ingredient of Òchlorothalonil.Ó  
This product is sanctioned for use on vegetables, fruits, roses, flowers, shrubs and 
trees.  Check the label for a specific species list.   As always, follow the directions on 
the label.  The chemical is listed within the ÒWarningÓ category.  In a future article we 
will talk about some of the most effective systemic fungicides that are readily available 
to us all.  These are generally not for use on any edible product. 
At any time now we can continue to plant roses.  This will be a major topic at the early 
clinic session during our March TRS meeting.  A quick reminder about some planting 
basics follow.   Choose an area with sunlight, good drainage and no intruding roots.  
Good air circulation at the site will minimize blackspot, mildew and rust.  If existing 
drainage is bad, consider installing raised beds. 
If you have purchased bare root roses, they should be soaked overnight in water 
before planting. Damaged roots should be removed and all root ends should be 
snipped to promote hair root growth.  If your rose is in a container, follow the 
instructions below but try to keep the root ball intact. 
You can plant your rose either in the ground or in a container.  The hole should be 
about 2 feet in diameter and 2 feet deep.  This closely corresponds to a 15-gallon 
container.  If you plant the rose in a container, plan on repotting with fresh soil and 
amendments after 3 years. 
After removing the soil from the hole, replace it with 1/3 garden soil, 1/3 organic 
material (maybe Cedar Grove Compost or Prep) and 1/3 sand.  If your garden soil is 
particularly bad, substitute a good potting soil like Tagro potting soil.   
For best results, add the following amendments to the hole:  one cup each of : 
Super phosphate (0-45-0), Dolomite lime (if in doubt, test pH), Gypsum, Kelp meal, 
Fish meal, Cottonseed meal, Bone meal, Blood meal, and Alfalfa meal (feel free to 
double up on this one!)  The most essential of the above listed amendments are 
Super phosphate, bone meal and alfalfa.  Do not add fertilizer at this time. 
Form a mound of soil in the hole's center and drape the plant over it with the bud graft 
at ground level.  Roots should be spread naturally. Gently fill with soil while holding 
the plant upright. Firm the soil gently with your hands, not your foot.  Water 
thoroughly. Mound soil over stems to 10Ó to conserve moisture.  Remove in about two 
weeks' time (or when danger of frost is past) with a gentle stream from a water hose. 
The metal nametag on a wire can injure the cane.  Either replace the wire with 
monofilament line or put the tag on a stake.  Do not use granular fertilizer on new 
bushes until after their first blooming period. 

FEBRUARY MEETING Ð STEVE HERBIG 
At the February meeting everyone had a too-rare opportunity to see and hear Steve 
Herbig, the chief horticulturist at Pt. Defiance Park.  It is no wonder that those who 
have worked with Steve over the years have such respect and admiration for him and 
all the great work he does in, and on behalf of, the Rose Garden in the park.  Steve 
has been a member of the metro parks crew taking primary care of the garden for 
over twenty years.  He was a part of the multi-year reconstruction effort that led to a 
completely renewed garden in summer of 1990.  Since that time he has risen to a 
position that gives him the real responsibility to make sure the garden lives up to its 
potential.  The passion Steve has for his work, and his horticultural knowledge and 
skills, ensure that every year is a great year in the garden. 
In his presentation Steve sketched out the development of the rose garden during his 
years with metro parks.  He also shared many humorous anecdotes with us.  I am 
always amazed at the many unusual (and often thoughtless) requests made by people 
who want the park to be their personal playground.  Great Job Steve! 
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IF WISHES WERE HORSESÉ. . 
by Designing Woman 

In order to win the race, one must have the right horse.  That is a given, it would seem.  
Just as in rose arranging, it doesn!t hurt to have the RIGHT CONTAINER.  I have been 
asked many times where I get my containers.  Of course, one may peruse antique 
stores, the Goodwill and other thrift shops, but finding the avant-garde or modern 
containers is more difficult.  These are often one-of-a-kind art sculptures made of pottery 
or metal and often very pricey.  The wise buyer keeps an eye out for the best containers 
at the best prices.  Where do they look? 
There are three upcoming events in the Tacoma area that may yield that special 
container.  The first one is MARCH 16, 2009, at an event called GALA XXXI held at the 
La Quinta Inn, with vendors beginning at 9 a.m.  Vendors usually have a wide 
assortment of handmade pottery, metal and plastic components used in flower 
arranging.  Whether you are attending the noon luncheon with a guest demonstrator on 
modern floral design or not, you are welcome to visit the vendors in the lobby and make 
your purchases.  (Gala is a wonderful annual event drawing garden club designers from 
throughout the state of WA and some from Oregon.  The tickets are $30, presale.  
Correne Hall, 253-858-7309, may still have tickets available or contact chairperson, 
Sandi Isenburg, 425-576-1695.) 
MARCH 31, 2009 Ð 10:30-12:00, Pagoda, Point Defiance Park. New Century Designers 
are holding a container/miscellaneous flower arranging sale and silent auction.  
Refreshments included.  Free.  There will be some excellent bargains at this event. 
Don!t miss it! 
APRIL 30, 2009 -  9 a.m., Waller Road Grange, 2708 64th St E (just south of Waller 
Road).  Annual Hill & Dale Garden Clubs workshop.  Horticulture program in a.m.  Salad 
luncheon.  Afternoon program: Brynn Travaci, noted arranger will demonstrate making 
containers.  Fee: $10.  Make check to Hill and Dale District workshop.  Send to Frances 
Veach, 704 8th Street NW, Puyallup, WA 98571-4210.  A great event to learn to make 
your own containers. 
Now, you should be on your way to a collection of exciting containers and accessories 
that will add to your rose arranging pleasure. 
Ta Ta, DW 

PUYALLUP ROSE FERTILIZER 
Puyallup Rose Fertilizer will be available at our April meeting.  A 50-pound bag is $20.   
Alfalfa meal will also be available in a 50-pound bag for $12.  All checks must be made 
payable to The Puyallup Rose Society.  If you are interested, you must sign up at the 
March meeting or send an email, regular mail or phone call to the treasurer, Barbara 
Lind.  (barbaralind@mac.com, 2132 Bridgeport Way, Tacoma, WA, 98466, 253-565-
0246). The deadline for orders is April 6, 2009.  If you order fertilizer and/or alfalfa and 
are unable to attend the April meeting, please make prior arrangements for pickup. 
Space is limited on the truck, so you need to reserve your order. 

CROWN GALL & PRUNING Ð THOUGHTS BY RICH BAER 
(Excerpts from Rose Rhetoric in the February issue of the Portland Rose Chatter) 

Crucial to the understanding of crown gall is that Agrobacterium tumefaciens itself is not 
the infectious agent. Its role is that of the engineer of the process. The disease is 
transmitted by a piece of DNA that moves from the bacterium to the plant cell. 
Here is what we know of the infection process and how it affects our pruning techniques: 
The infection can occur only when a plant cell is wounded. 
1. The wound must present itself in such a way that it allows contact with the bacterium. 
2. The bacterium Agrobacterium tumefaciens, (A.t.) is present in all soils, with higher 
populations at or near the crowns of green plants.  
3. The infectious process must be completed in 48 hours or less, with the ideal time for 
infection in the first 2-4 hours. The plant will normally "heal over" in that span. 
4. Any disruption of the sequence will reject the infection. 
5. The bacterium is motile and involves positive chemotaxis (chemical attraction to the 
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plant and any injury site in particular). 
6. Once the plant is infected, the infection is a cellular component of the plant. 
7. Crown gall disease does not seriously damage older plants under normal 
conditions. 
Keeping this in mind, we keep our pruning tools clean, sharp and disinfected. The 
wounded plant cell is a "given" for any type of pruning. Pruning higher up and away 
from the ground, tends to isolate the injury from the bacterium. Sharp tools minimize 
the number of cells that will suffer damage and thus "heal" faster. Disinfecting the 
tools reduces the possibility of contact by an already infected plant. It is also important 
not to place pruning tools on the soil where the chemical attraction would be at a high 
level. (The bacteria will be attracted to the plant materials on the shears and move 
toward it). If you cut canes down near the ground, try to keep pruner blades and saws 
from pushing into the soil. A saw blade pushed into the soil can bring the bacterium 
back up and into the plant as you move the saw upward. Normally root infections 
occur near the crown, so any subsoil operation near the crown should be done 
carefully, if at all. Most cultivation is usually away from the crown anyway. Remember 
that when working near the crown, "you are right in the heart of enemy territory" and 
should proceed accordingly. Low cuts can be protected with a non-soluble sealant that 
is not petroleum based. Elmer's wood glue seems to work well. This coating provides 
some "contact prevention" with microbes in general. 
A few other points to consider: You hear recommendations to "remove infected soil". 
The soil is not infected. The plant is. The bacterium is present in all soils capable of 
supporting a microbial population. There are other, unrelated benefits to new or 
reconditioned soil, but they will not stop crown gall. 
You hear recommendations to remove the infected area with a knife and swab the site 
with chlorine bleach. The fact is, the cells you are removing are plant cells. The 
bacterium is not there! The genetic make-up of the plant has changed. The positive 
results some people have found with bleach is the temporary reduction in mutated 
plant cells. The bleach may perform some degree of protection from outside bacterial 
infection, but at the wound site, there is nothing to disinfect except maybe germs from 
the knife. 
Once a plant has completed the infectious process with A.t. and displays the condition 
we label as Crown Gall disease, it will always be in that condition. 
Some of the strategies that I use in my garden include the following. If I see a crown 
gall on a rose bush, I mentally mark it and wait to prune it near the end of the pruning. 
In our garden there are probably 15 or so bushes that currently have crown gall. I 
have a saw that has been marked just for using on crown gall infected plants because 
I do not believe that simply using a disinfectant will kill the A.t. in just a few minutes. I 
do not have any special pruners, but I could. I just use my regular pruners on the 
infected bushes and then I flame sterilize the blades with a torch, which in my mind 
kills the bad bugs, and it is all about keeping your peace of mind. I have not spread it 
through the garden to any extent using this method. I have dug up declining bushes 
and have found them very well engulfed with crown gall below the soil. On the other 
hand some of my very best blooming bushes have had crown gall for a long time. As 
long as the bush looks good, I see no reason to remove it. If you read the above you 
can see that it is not an infected bush that spreads the disease. However, if you do not 
use a little care you can spread crown gall to your plants. I know that I have been 
known to stick tools into the soil and I have been known to have crown gall in places 
that are not close to the soil like the picture of the crown galls growing eighteen inches 
up off the ground. These are easy to cure however, just cut off the stems a couple of 
inches below the gall and that will probably be the end of it. 

DUES ARE DUE 
Please remember that dues for 2009 are due! They are $15 per household per 
calendar year. Bring your dues to the next meeting or send them to the treasurer 
(address on last page). Your mailing label or email indicates if you are Òpaid upÓ. 
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H & B TOPSOIL 
4810 Portland Ave 

Tacoma, WA 
 

Mon-Fri 8-4, Sat 8-1 
253-472-1252 

hbtopsoil.com 
 

Oly Mt Organic Fish Compostª  
Oly Mt Organic Compostª  

Cedar Grove Compostª  
4-Way Compost 

Mushroom Compost 
 

Bring this ad and get 25% off the 
price of  

Oly Mt Organic Fish Compost 
 

RAFT ISLAND ROSES 
NURSERY 

WashingtonÕs largest selection of 
ROSES! 

Thousands of PERENNIALS   
Our roses are potted  in premium 
soil containing organics: alfal fa, 

bone, blood, kelp, fish and 
cotto nseed meal  and composted  

chicken  manure. 

raftislandroses.net 
7201 Rosedale St NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 
(253) 853-7900 
Open Feb Ð Sep 

10 AM to 5:30 PM 
 

TACOMA ROSE SOCIETY Ð YEAR 2009 DUES 
 

$15 per member/family/calendar year 
Please send to Barbara Lind, 2132 Bridgeport Way, Tacoma, WA 98466 
Or bring to the banquet. (Check mailing label to see if dues are due!) 
 
Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone  ________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
I prefer my newsletter by _____e-mail _____ hard copy. 
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Hospital ity Chair 
Anne Theivagt  253-435-1640 
Consulting Rosar ians 
Sheldon Arkin, 253-472-0266, S Tacoma 
Gracie Baker, 253-851-5154, Gig Harbor 
Ava Brock, 253-756-7212, N Tacoma 
Deborah Jackson, 253-627-8912, Cen Tac 
Dennis Konsmo, 253-926-1112, NE Tac 
Margaret Leisner, 253-537-2564, S Tac 
Barbara Lind, 253-565-0246, UP  
John Moe, 253-815-1072,Federal Way 
Cheryl Prescott, 206-463-3186, Vashon 
Diane Proff, 253-927-5867, Puyallup 
Daisy Radloff, 253-272-0063, Cent Tac 
Betsy Rezba, 253-752-8425, Westgate 
Anne Theivagt, 253-435-1641, Puyallup 
Ellen Wold, 253-564-3546, UP 
Master  Rosar ians 
Jack Kiley, 360-754-4937, Olympia 
Bruce Lind, 253-565-0246, UP  
Jo Martin, 253-752-5857, Westgate 
Mitchie Moe, 253-815-1072, Federal Way 
Bill Wilson, 253-840-3169, Puyallup 
 

EDITORS: 
Bruce & Barbara Lind 
E-Mail:  
barbaralind@mac.com 
 
Membership in the Tacoma 
Rose Society is open to all.  
The TRS is a non-profit 
educational organization 
affiliated with the American 
Rose Society.  Meetings are on 
the third Thursday of the 
months of Feb Ð June and 
Sept. Ð Nov.  Annual banquet is 
in January with a picnic in 
August.   
 
Dues are $15 per 
household per calendar 
year.  Make check payable 
to the Tacoma Rose 
Society and send it to the 
treasurer. 
 
Websi te:  
www.tacomarosesociety.org 
 

 

TA C O M A  
RO S E 

S O C IETY 

Meetings are held at the 
Life Manor Acti vi ty 
Center ,  
1601 S. Union.  
 
To get there from S. Union 
turn onto S. 15th St and go 
one block east.   Turn right 
onto Puget Sound and go 
one block.   Make a left turn at 
the sign for Life Manor 
Assi sted  Living.  At the end 
of the building, turn  
right, go up the hill  
and turn left to find 
visi torsÕ parking. The 
meeti ng is in the brick 
building that faces the 
parking lot.  Open the 
glass door on the right. 
Over flow parking is NW 
of the building. 

Ta c o ma  Ro s e  S o c ie t y  
B r u c e  &  B a r b a r a  L in d  
2 1 3 2  B r id g epo r t  W a y  
Ta c o ma  W A  9 8 4 6 6  


